
 

 

 

INTRODUCTION & OVERVIEW 

 

 

 

(a) The Origin of this Guide 

 

How did the idea for a ‘Guide to the Group Parish’ come about? In October 2003 the Countryside 

Commission produced a ‘blueprint’ for parishes to publish their own ‘parish plan’. In reporting on the 

document to the Parish Council the Chairman suggested that the idea was good but the way it was structured 

was too bureaucratic and inflexible. Perhaps our Council could take the idea and produce its own document 

independent of the Commission? It was agreed that a volunteer working party, recruited through the Parish 

Pump under the leadership of Mr. Mike Kimbery and Mrs. Pym Paxton (Parish Clerk), should look into the 

matter and report back. In due course this they did and with the full support of the Council this publication is 

the outcome. 

The working party has met on several occasions and any resident has been welcome to come along. The 

Council was kept informed of its progress and details published in the Pump. Before final editing public 

meetings were held in Risbury and Stoke Prior village halls to display the Guide in draft, along with a 

quantity of reference materials which had been collected along the way (see Appendix 7 for list), and 

inviting comments and questions on the progress to date. 

A number of people were approached to write a draft of one or more chapters of the Guide and we are 

most grateful for their input. A list of contributors is included at the back. In addition a questionnaire was 

circulated to every household and the results appear in Chapter 11 of the Guide. 

 

(b) The Area Generally 

 

The Group Parish of Humber, Ford and Stoke Prior was formed in 1974 by the amalgamation of three 

former civil parishes: Humber (which included Risbury), Stoke Prior and -– what was the smallest parish in 

the County – Ford. 

The Parish lies some ten miles north of Hereford and some three miles south-east of Leominster. Its 

outline is somewhat like an egg on its side but with highly irregular boundaries. These mainly correspond to 

old field systems or water courses and closely correspond to, but are not identical with, local church parish 

boundaries. Marston, for example, is in Pencombe Church parish, not Humber. 

In general terms the Parish lies south of the A44 Leominster-Bromyard road, north of the A417 

Leominster-Ledbury road and east of the A49 Leominster–Hereford road. In fact its outline is rather 

reminiscent of the England-Wales-Scotland coastline turned on its side with ‘Wales’ facing up the page 

(see pages xii and xiii for a map of the Parish). 

The landscape of Herefordshire has been likened to a saucer with a crinkly base and hills rising round 

its perimeter; our area lies toward the north-east rim of the saucer. The land is undulating and ascends from 

70 m. (230 ft) near Ford to 170 m. (550 ft) in Risbury and Marston. 

This Guide is about us, the residents, and the beautiful countryside that is our home. It is a snapshot in 

time of an unpretentious rural community, our origins, our activities and our hopes for the future. 

 

(c) The People Generally 

 

The folk living in the Group Parish number about 550 adults, plus their children, housed in some 268 

dwellings. The population increased notably to some 800 in 1871-1881, otherwise has remained remarkably 



 

 

constant at between 500 to 700 people for a long period (see Table of Population Change, Appendix 3). In 

contrast the number of separate dwellings has increased by 80% during the last 100 years, no doubt in line 

with modern social trends. 

The two main centres of population (such as they are), Stoke Prior and Risbury, are supplemented by 

six or seven outlying hamlets as well as more isolated farmsteads (see Chapter 6). Our residents, as in other 

rural areas of the county, are now a mixed population. They comprise those who work locally – either 

farming or in small businesses, those who are retired and those who commute to other parts of the county, or 

even further afield (see Chapters 2 & 11). 

 

(d) Some Notable Features 

 

One of the intriguing aspects of our Parish is how ‘ordinary’ it is. We have (as far as we know) no links with 

famous people, no great houses to visit and no common land (except a triangle by Normans Lane, Stoke 

Prior) – not even a village green. We are a pastoral community with which others can readily identify. And 

yet there are aspects worthy of note in addition to the quiet unspoilt countryside, the continuance of fairly 

traditional farming (for how long?) and some splendid views to the north, the south and especially west 

towards Wales. 

Foremost amongst these features must be the strong links with the distant past. There is history in these 

lanes and fields, though much of the detail is now lost. The iron age fort at Risbury (see Appendix 5) and 

links with the Roman occupation (see Chapter 13) come first. Then there are the entries in the 11th-century 

Domesday Book. This records Stoca, Stoke (Prior) and Mersetone, Marston (Stannett) as lands held by 

Queen Edith in the Manor of Leominster. William of Ecouis held Riseberie, Risbury, Ralph of Tosny held 

Forne, Ford and Roger de Lacy held Hunbre, Humber. 

Amongst the surviving records of the Scudamore estate (see Appendix 8) held at the National Archives, 

Kew are medieval deeds of Humber (1100-1400 A.D.), Court Rolls of Risbury and Humber (1500-1600) and 

other early documents, all awaiting careful examination. The churches are of ancient foundation (see Chapter 

7), and though Ford’s link with ‘St. John of Jerusalem’ is definitely suspect, the site may well go back to 

Norman times. The Stoke Prior ‘Treasure’ is held by the Victoria & Albert Museum in London. See the same 

chapter for notes on Risbury Mill (recorded in Domesday) and other interesting buildings in the Group 

Parish. 

(e) Major Influences 

 

The Guide examines fairly briefly the major influences which have shaped our community as it now is. 

Here are five of them. 

 

1. The land forms, rocks and soil (‘topography’) of the area clearly have pride of place in the evolution of 

our settlements, its agriculture, trees, hedgerows and wild life (see Chapter 6). 

 

2. The large country estates, their owners usually wielding political control, held much of the land in our 

Parish; notably the Scudamore family of Holme Lacy and the Coningsby/Arkwright families of Hampton 

Court (the local one, not its younger but more famous namesake at Kew!). The Tithe Map of 1843 gives 

an interesting snapshot of the Parish centre that year (see p.6 and Chapter 14). 

 

3. The proximity of the county’s two main towns Hereford and Leominster, especially the latter which once 

had a reputation for ‘... lawlessness and dissent against the established church ...’, though how much of 

this rubbed off on our Parish is not obvious. Clearly the proximity of Wales had a major influence in 

earlier times and this is reflected in the mixing of the English and Welsh populations in the area. Some 

of the Welsh hill farmers still bring their sheep to pasture here in winter. 



 

 

 

4. The succession of agricultural activities over the centuries has been, and is very much now, reflected in 

our landscapes. In general terms it went as follows: trees – sheep – cider – hops – cattle. And now? It’s 

potatoes and the increasing incidence of polythene covered fields growing strawberries for the 

supermarket trade, especially affecting Stoke Prior at the present time (see Chapters 3 and 11). 

 

5. Poor communications help to make Herefordshire ‘the most rural and least populated of English 

Counties’, as one author recently put it. There are no motorways, indifferent rail links in contrast to the 

past and a struggling network of rural bus provision (see Chapter 4). In the more distant past our main 

roads had a terrible reputation and most of the local lanes, maintained by Parish labour, were equally 

poor. Until recently the cost of property in the Parish was considerably lower than its equivalent in 

neighbouring English counties. 

 

(f) For Newcomers into the Parish 

 

We have tried to make the Guide practical and useful, especially for those who move into the Parish (see 

Chapter 4). The early chapters reflect this emphasis. For those who would like to know more about the 

history and development of the area, they will find this mostly in the second half of the Guide. 

One of the additional aims of producing this volume is to encourage a greater sense of community 

amongst our rather scattered population. Humber, Ford & Stoke Prior have now been ‘one unit’ for 34 years. 

Lingering differences which may once have been evident are fading (have faded?) and need to be replaced 

by a strong sense of unity, harmony and contentment which is not easy in our contemporary social climate. 

The more friendships we can form with our neighbours, the more local activities we can join in with 

(see Chapter 5 and Appendix 1), the more pleasant will be the environment in which we live and work. 

Small though we may be in terms of population and extent, we need a strongly unified and stable Parish to 

cope with differences of opinion which surface from time to time, also to help us face the challenges and 

inevitable changes of the future.  

 

(g) And finally ... 

 

The main body of the Guide is found in Chapters 1 to 11 and we also encourage readers to turn to Chapter 

12, ‘In Conclusion’, for a summary of our endeavours. If you are interested in how our Parish evolved 

over the centuries in the context of local and national events, please turn to Chapters 13 and 14, 

supplemented by Appendices 3 to 9. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VILLAGES, HAMLETS & SETTLEMENTS 

 

 

 

(a) Stoke Prior & Ford  

 

Situated about 2 miles south of Leominster and 12 miles north of Hereford, Stoke Prior has some 

interesting history. Edward the Confessor (d.1066 A.D.) married Edith, daughter of Earl Godwine, in 1045. 

In 1066 Queen Edith was Lord of the Manor of Leominster. The Manor was divided into 16 areas, one of 

which was Stoca or Stoke (Prior). For a brief account of the subsequent history of Stoke Prior see Chapters 

13-14. 

Apart from the Old Rectory there are a number of houses of particular note in Stoke Prior: 

 

The Priory, now owned and run by Bransby Home of Rest for old horses and donkeys, is thought to be of 

medieval origin and was once used as a monk’s cell. It is H shaped with wings extending to the west. 

Additions were made in the 17th and 19th century and the walls are still mainly of local rubble stone. Also 

remaining are two 14th-century windows although these are now bricked up. Heightened in the 17th century, 

some exposed timber framing is still in evidence. During the 19th century it was also known as Stoke Court. 

 

The Great House still has original dentilled barge boards with a pendant at the apex while the dovecot is 

reputed to be a 17th-century stone structure faced with brick in the 18th century.  

The dovecot, seen here on the right, has 470 nest holes and is of substantial construction measuring 

17’6” square. The dovecot has walls 2’ thick with a stone slated pyramid roof and a square timber lantern. 

The doorway has the original frame and strap hinges of the 17th century. 



 

 

 

The Bury, seen below, was once charged with the payment of Trug Wheat to the vicar of Leominster for 

officiating at the Chapels of ease at Stoke Prior and Docklow. This claim, unknown elsewhere in England, 

was passed to the incumbent when the separate parishes were formed about the middle of the 17 th century. 

(A ‘Trug’ amounted to a twelfth part of a horse wagon load of corn.) 

The Bury also once boasted a dovecot with 3’ thick walls and was of 13’6” diameter inside with a 

revolving ladder, or ‘potence’, an innovation imported from the French in the early 18th century. The Bury 

dovecot, in common with many others, no longer exists due to the introduction of root crops as winter fodder 

for animals – previously pigeons were kept as a source of fresh meat during the winter months. 

 

The Prill (a Herefordshire word for stream), shown overleaf, was formerly known as The Swan and is found 

at the centre of Stoke Prior. In 1851-59 the incumbent is recorded as being William Bynt, a tailor and 

victualler of the Swan Inn. Philip Grubham took over for the next 42 years and was then succeeded by 

Andrew Felton in 1901. He was accompanied by his wife Ada who gave birth to their daughter Mary during 

their first year at The Swan. They had a nursemaid for the baby, Rose Bibby aged 14, who was also born at 

Stoke Prior. 

Alfred Higgs took over as Innkeeper from 1905 to 1914, after which it became a private house. It 

became a small shop in the 1930s when it was renamed The Prill. Mr. and Mrs. Gomer-Jones, together with 

their daughter Muriel, were shown as shopkeepers there in the 1934 Trade Directory. In the 1950/60s it was 

owned by Mr. & Mrs. Fisher who were weavers. Although temporarily known as Swan Cottage it reverted to 

the Prill and has had a succession of owners – Dr. Needham in 1970, Mr. & Mrs. Morris in 1973, Mrs. Jill 

Mogridge 1982 and finally the present owner in 2003. 

What can we say of the population of Stoke today? The census returns of 1801-2001 provide clear 

figures for the Group Parish, but the figures for Stoke itself are less clear. This is because much of Risbury 

was included in Stoke during the nineteenth century, and these were subsequently included in Humber’s 

figures. In addition the figures for Ford have traditionally been recorded separately but have been 

incorporated into those for Stoke since 1991, as have the figures for Newton since 2001, despite the fact that 

Newton is in the adjoining parish of Dinmore. Full details of the population changes can be found in 

Appendix 4. These factors help to account for the apparent fall in Stoke’s population from a high point of 

519 in 1881 (288 men, 231 women in 104 households) to a low point of 194 in 1971 (98 men, 96 women in 

70 households). 

The 2001 census does, however, provide us with a profile of the inhabitants of Stoke Prior, Ford and 

Newton for that year. Looking first at the age groups represented: 

At that time no resident had reached their 90s. As one might guess the ‘parish’ had fewer youngsters 

and more elderly folk than the county average. 

Of the 175 households, 20% were in rented accommodation (compared to the county average of 

30%); 26% were in owner occupied properties with a mortgage (county average 35%) and a notably high 

proportion of 54% of households were outright owner occupiers (county average 35%). 

The composition of these households was as follows: 39% were single, 44% were married, 7% were 

cohabiting and 10% were single parents or other category. All the figures here are broadly similar to the 

county average. Breaking down the figure of those of marriageable age (i.e. those over 16 years) reveals the 

following: 

These figures bear out the widely held view that the stability of family life still appears to be greatest in the 

rural areas of England. 

Private transport is a necessity for those who live in the countryside where the provision of public 

transport is minimal. Increases in fuel prices (and tax) always fall heavily on the rural community, amongst 

whom are numbered many who are least able to bear such increases. In 1991 7% of Stoke and Ford 



 

 

households had no vehicle, and by 2001 this had fallen to 4.7% (the county average being 18.2%), perhaps 

indicating the increased ‘gentrification’ of the area (and/or the reduction of provision of public transport!). 

Turning again to the 291 people aged between 16 and 74, 176 (60%) were in various types of paid 

employment as follows: 

This shows there is a much higher representation of self-employed than there is in Herefordshire as a whole 

(the county average being 15%). Households are also generally more affluent, with an average income of 

£31,000 (as opposed to the county’s average of £21,000); and there is a higher than average level of 

education, 25% having a University degree or equivalent (with the county at 20%). 

It is interesting to ask how the 177 people in paid employment earned their living. This is what the 2001 

census found: 

 

                  (County) 

  Manufacturing   16.4%  (17.4%) 

  Real Estate   15.8%    (9.5%) 

  Health & Social Work   15.8%  (11.6%) 

  Trade    14.7%  (18.4%) 

  Agriculture   11.3%    (6.7%) 

  Building     5.6%    (7.7%) 

  Public admin & Defence   5.1%    (5.0%) 

  Education     4.5%     (7.4%) 

  Hotels & Catering     3.4%    (4.8%) 

  Other       7.4%  (11.5%) 

 

Thus quite a strong link with agriculture remains, as one might expect, allied with a very strong link 

with buying, selling and renting land with related business activities – which one might not expect to this 

extent. Notably popular is working from home, which is undertaken by 28% of those in paid employment, 

compared with the county average of 15%, and no doubt set to increase in the future. Of those who travel to 

work, no one admits to going by public transport or by motorbike, though 5% walk or cycle. The rest go by 

car or van. 

In summary, the 2001 census shows Stoke, Ford and Newton to be a reasonably affluent area with high 

home ownership, high vehicle mobility, its population well educated and with almost no unemployment. A 

high proportion work from home or are retired, and a fairly strong link with agriculture and the land remains.

  

 

(b) Risbury & Humber 

 

The village of Risbury lies in the southeast section of the area covered by the Parish Council with origins 

that can be traced back to the Iron Age/ Roman period. The earliest documentation for Risbury is in the 

Domesday Book (see Chapter 13). The village starts in the west at Risbury Mill and finishes to the east a few 

hundred yards past Little Maidenhyde. The Holly Brook defines the northern boundary with The Wood 

Farm, whilst the western end of Blacksmiths Lane lies just inside the western limits. Most of the village lies 

along 1.7 miles of a C road known locally as Pencombe Road. The unclassified ‘No Through’ Poplands Lane 

contains 14 dwellings with 3 dwellings off Blacksmiths Lane and a further 4 along a track leading to the 

New House Farm.  

As at April 2005 there were 47 houses, 21 bungalows, 1 flat and 1 mobile home, making a total of 70 

dwellings in Risbury, with 3 other houses under construction, and 4 other sites or buildings with planning 

consent. This compares with 42 dwellings in the village in 1970. In 2005 the population of 160 included 14 



 

 

children (5 under the age of five) and 41 senior citizens. Most employed residents travelled to Leominster, 

Hereford or to locations further afield to their place of work.  

The only place of worship in the village is the Risbury Methodist Chapel, located in the centre of the 

village on the Pencombe Road. The parish church is located at Humber 1.75 miles away, with the nearest 

Roman Catholic Church over 4 miles away in Leominster (see Chapter 7). 

Humber Parish Hall lies in the centre of Risbury village. This secondhand, wooden structure was 

erected in 1921 after being transported from an army camp (see chapter 4(b) and Appendix 1). 

There are no shops in Risbury but the nearest convenience store is only 2.25 miles away at Saffrons 

Cross Garage. The only local pub, The Hop Pole, closed in the 1990s and was demolished soon afterwards. 

The nearest pub, The Lamb, is two miles away in Stoke Prior. The Post Office, which operated for most of 

the 20th century from what is now The Old Post Office, closed in 1991. A Community Post Office then 

opened in the Village Hall on two half days a week but finally closed in 2002. Stoke Prior Post Office 

operates two mornings a week, and Bodenham Post Office, three miles away, still opens six days a week. A 

milk and newspaper delivery service is available most weekdays, but a separate Sunday newspaper delivery 

service is no longer available. A window cleaner calls every month and refuse is collected weekly on a 

Thursday. There is a bus shelter and public telephone box on Risbury Cross and two public post boxes in the 

village; one emptied twice daily, the other only once. Five of the Parish Councillors live in the village. The 

nearest Women’s Institutes meet in Pencombe and Stoke Prior.  

Hops have been grown in the locality for at least 150 years and blackcurrants were grown extensively in 

the 1960s-1980s (see Chapter 3). 

A successful racing stable operated in the village until the owners moved away in the early 2000s 

leaving a half mile all weather gallop (see Chapter 3). In 1970 a well supported racehorse named Ben Novus 

was sent from a Poplands Lane stable to win the Lincolnshire Handicap at odds of 22:1, almost bankrupting 

a local bookmaker. 

Risbury Camp shows up clearly on Ordinance Survey maps, but it is difficult to make out from the 

road. Its existence indicates that the area has been settled over a long period of time, perhaps 2,500 years or 

more. Later came the Romans and then the Norman Conquest which, through the subsequent Domesday 

Survey, was to provide the earliest written records for Humber and Risbury. See Chapter 13 for more details 

of the history and Appendix 5 for a more detailed account of Risbury Camp. 

Like Stoke Prior, what can we say about the population of Humber and Risbury today? As with Stoke, 

the census figures gathered over the last 200 years from 1801 onwards have to be treated with caution when 

comparing one decade with another. In the 1800s parts of Risbury were included in the Stoke Prior figures, 

and there were other changes. Despite this, the highest population recorded prior to 1981 was in 1851 (140 

men, 129 women in 61 households) then came a steady decline in population and households in every 

decade, with minor exceptions in 1861 and 1931, until 1961 when 80 men and 65 women were recorded in 

49 households. Coupled with this decline in population there was a steady abandonment of cottages, the 

remains of some of which can still be seen.  

The Old Mill can be traced back to the time of Duke William of Normandy, who was crowned King of 

England in 1066. He ordered a statistical survey  to be carried out in 1086 whereby all important buildings 

were to be recorded in what came to be known as The Domesday Book. In this book, Riseberie Mill is 

entered with the name of its owner, William of Ecuis (a village on the road from Rouen to Paris), who leased 

the mill to a tenant named Edwin. There is every reason to believe that the mill was in continuous use until 

July 1926 when a flash flood destroyed the weir on the Holly Brook causing the Burgoyne Brothers to ‘call it 

a day’. From the weir the water was diverted into the leat, which in fact formed a moat along the western 

bank of Risbury Camp, the Iron Age fort dating back to 550 BC. The leat carried water to a sizable header 

pond, which delivered the water over the top of the mill wheel, which is therefore described as being an 

overshot wheel. Over the centuries the mill, wheel and millstones have been periodically adapted, modified 



 

 

and renewed. Indeed as is seen today there is abundant evidence of the miller’s ability to improvise using 

locally available materials. 

The Mill is built of local stone and brick on three floors. A chain hoist lifted the sacks of grain to the 

top floor which was known as the Bin or Granary Floor. The grain could then be released to flow down 

chutes to the first floor or Stones Floor into a hopper from where the flow was controlled into the centre of 

the upper of the pair of millstones.  The top stone was called the Runner Stone, its height above the 

stationary Bed Stone determining the fineness of the meal or flour produced. 

In past times Risbury Mill had three sets of stones, but now there are only two – a pair of Grit Stones 

for producing barley meal etc. for livestock feeding, and a pair of Burr Stones for grinding flour for bread 

making. The latter were imported from a quarry near Paris which produced a fine chert stone (rather like 

flint) which is embedded in Plaster of Paris in several segments and held by two broad metal bands to form 

circular stones. Each pair of stones was covered with a large circular box lid known as a Tun. 

Also on the Stones Floor are various ancillary machines, all of which were water powered through belt 

and pulley drives. These include a vertical grain cleaner and a sloping sieve for taking the bran out of the 

flour that was to be used for baking white bread. 

On the ground floor is the horizontal Great Spur Wheel, whose hardwood teeth mesh with the iron teeth 

of the Spur Nut which is connected by a vertical shaft to the Runner Stone above. It is also on the ground 

floor that separate spouts delivered the ground meal and flour and the bran and wheatings from the flour 

sieve. 

The cast iron parts of the Mill Wheel and the Burr Stones were manufactured in the 19th century by a 

large firm in Gloucester called Gardeners. The main axle, 13 feet long and weighing one and a quarter tons, 

was renewed in the year 2000. A celebration of the millennium using an oak tree cut on the Brockhampton 

estate of the National Trust. 

A list of known millers can be found in Appendix 4 at the back of the Guide. 

What do we know of the residents who live in Humber and Risbury? From 1961 there has been a steady 

growth to a population of 310 people living in 117 households as recorded in the 2001 census (see Appendix 

3 for further details). That census also provides us with a reasonably up-to-date profile of Humber and 

Risbury residents. The details following have been set out in the same order and format as those for Stoke 

Prior (see above) so that the figures can be easily compared. 

The first aspect to look at is the balance between the age groups: 

This balance is roughly that of Herefordshire as a whole, with slightly more younger people under 30 

and considerably fewer older folk aged 60+. The numbers in these two groups also differ markedly from 

those in Stoke Prior. At that time no resident had reached 85 years. 

Of the 117 households, 35% lived in rented accommodation (compared with a county average of 30%); 

30% were owner occupiers with a mortgage (county average 35%) and 35% of households were outright 

owner occupiers (precisely the same as the county average of 35%, but a much lower figure than that for 

Stoke Prior). The composition of these households was as follows: 

Unlike Stoke, these figures deviate markedly from the county average with the numbers of single 

people being half the average, and numbers of single parents approaching double the average. Breaking 

down the figure of those of marriageable age (i.e. those over 16 years) reveals the following: 

Like Stoke, these figures bear out the widely held view that the stability of family life still appears to be 

greatest in the rural areas of England. 

Turning to transport, in 1991 17% of Risbury-Humber households had no vehicle (more than double the 

number in Stoke), but by 2001 this had halved to 8.7% (the county average being 18.2%). 

Turning again to the 230 people aged between 16 and 74 years, 154 (67%) were in various types of paid 

employment as follows: 

Again like Stoke, there is a higher representation of self employed than there is in Herefordshire as a 

whole. Households are also more affluent with an average income of just under £31,000 (county average 



 

 

£21,000) and there is a higher than average level of education, 24% having a University degree or equivalent 

(the county average being 20%). 

It is interesting to ask how those people in paid employment earn their living. This is what the census 

found: 

        (County) 

  Manufacturing   15%  (17.4%) 

  Real Estate     8.8%    (9.5%) 

  Health & Social Work  11.9%  (11.6%) 

  Trade    13.8%  (18.4%) 

  Agriculture   13.1%    (6.7%) 

  Building   11.3%    (7.7%) 

  Public admin & Defence   4.4%    (5.0%) 

  Education     7.5%     (7.4%) 

  Hotels & Catering    1.9%    (4.8%) 

  Other    12.3%  (11.5%) 

 

Thus quite a strong link with agriculture remains, as one might expect. Working from home is notably 

popular at 26%, compared with a county average of 15%, and no doubt set to increase in the future. No one 

admits to going to work by public transport, but 2% go by motorbike and 7.5% walk or cycle. The rest go by 

car or van. 

Like Stoke, Humber-Risbury emerges as a reasonably affluent area with good home ownership, high 

vehicle mobility and a good level of education. A high proportion of people work from home and a fairly 

strong link with agriculture remains. On the other hand, compared to both the county and Stoke Prior there is 

a much higher proportion of people aged under 30 and a much lower proportion of people over 60; many 

more houses are rented and unemployment is somewhat higher. 

 

(c) Marston Stannett 

 

The origins of the settlement go back at least to Anglo-Saxon times. Prior to the Norman Conquest it was 

held by Queen Edith, the wife of King Edward the Confessor. The Queen owned the Manor of Leominster, 

which was so large it was divided into 16 ‘members’. Two of these members were Stoca and Mersetone 

(Marston [Stannett]), but it is not listed in Bishop Capella’s Charter of 1123, perhaps being too small (see 

Chapter 13). Marston is however mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 as part of the Stoke Prior 

herney, one of the four administrative districts into which Leominster was divided. 

Leominster Priory (re-founded in 1123 by Henry I) was a major landowner in the vicinity, and the first 

Abbot (Hugh) gave Nigel the gatekeeper one hide of land (about 120 acres) in Marston. This was sometime 

between 1123 and 1130 and was indeed a generous gesture – the gatekeeper must have been an important 

person and done his work well. 

Marston is situated half a mile off the old Leominster to Bromyard Road, about a mile and a half 

from the village of Risbury. It comprises 520 acres and around 10 or so dwellings. It lies within the 

boundaries of Pencombe church parish.  

According to the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments published in 1932 the principal 

monuments in the Pencombe ecclesiastical parish are Maidenhyde Farm and Lower Marston Farmhouse, 

the latter dating back to 1302 and having an immense chimney that can be seen for miles around. 

The land is mainly clay and, as far as records go back, has always been arable, although by 1890 the 

land was mainly planted with hops, with wheat, barley and beans (as today) along with apples and kale. 

In 1711 a Mrs. Rogers, sister of the Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, built a small church opposite what is 

now Great Marston Farmhouse. There is no record of a local vicar, so the community was served by the 



 

 

vicar of Pencombe, as is now the case. But with the re-building of Pencombe Church in 1864 under the 

patronage of the Arkwright family of Hampton Court, it was seen as desirable to rebuild the Marston Church 

in 1868.  

A Mr. Corbett bought land in the 1930s and used it for mixed arable until in the 1950s he sold it to the 

match makers, Bryant & May, who planted the whole 500 acres with poplars, planted in tandem with another 

estate at Tenbury, called Birchley. They installed a manager at Great Marston Farmhouse and the whole 

enterprise was called Clipfall (to denote clipping the fallen trees). By the 1970s Britain was importing much 

cheaper timber from Scandinavia and Bryant & May sold the land to the Midland Bank Pension Fund. They 

held it until the late 1980s, when nearly all the poplars were felled and their roots ground out with heavy 

machinery which came from all over the country to do the job. 

The land was then sold to Tyrrells the potato chip producers who returned its use to crops and pasture, 

with just pleasing pockets of poplars to remind passing walkers and riders of what the landscape must have 

been like 40 years ago. The estate has recently been sold on by Tyrrells. 

Marston Stannett is a wonderfully quiet spot, at the end of a no-through road, with abundant wildlife, 

footpaths, bridleways and outstanding views, and from where the intrepid walker or rider can go via 

Pencombe to Bromyard and beyond. 

 

(d) Wickton 

 

Wickton was a township within the original parish of Stoke Prior, maybe the Winnetone contained in a 

document of 1123 transcribed by Dugdale (1823 vol.IV:56). As Wygeton it first appears in Leominster 

Priory records in 1350/51. No field names are mentioned, but the granting of half and full yardlands implies 

the existence of common arable fields. Reference to ‘Stoke in Wygeton’ also suggests some sharing of fields 

between townships at this early date. 

Wigton is included in the assessment for Ship Money in 1636 (Duncumb 1804:107) and surfaces again 

in records of circa 1740 with the mention of Wickden Field and Long Friday. By 1773 exchanges were 

being made, presumably as a prelude to enclosure, between Lady Coningsby and the Corporation of 

Leominster. Wickton Upper Field, Wickton Lower Field and Wickton Field are mentioned at this date. 

Wickton, including Little Wickton and part of Risbury, had 26 houses and 124 inhabitants by the time 

of the census of 1851. The settlement’s decline has therefore been recent, the result of enclosure and rural 

capitalism. The obliteration of the site of the former township and of any remnants of the former field system 

started about the time Oliver Goldsmith wrote The Deserted Village in 1770. He would have been surprised 

had he known the process would take 200 years to complete. 

 Wickton Court and its lands became part of Hampton Court Estate in the era of Thomas Lord 

Coningsby (d.1729). The building benefited when Richard, and later John, Arkwright rebuilt Hampton 

Court in a serious gothic style, removed the panelling, and created the panelled room with wig room at 

Wickton Court, changing the windows from stone mullion to Georgian sash windows at the same time, and 

possibly erecting the 18th-century stone and timber barns which create the Court. Wickton Court has a 16th-

century porch and a ruined square dovecot which is mentioned in the Herefordshire book on dovecots, as 

well as a reputed priest hole. 

In the 1841 census, Henry Bailey was the farmer at Wickton Court and William Lowe farmed at Lower 

Wickton. 

The National Gazetteer of 1868 states that Wickton was a township in the parish of Stoke Prior and 

hundred of Wolphy. 

 In Littlebury’s Directory & Gazetteer of Herefordshire for 1876-7, Charles Vaughan and Miss 

Charlotte Vaughan are named as hopgrowers in the hamlet of Wickton. 

 

(e) Steens Bridge, Fairmile and Humber Close 



 

 

 

Steens Bridge is a group of houses on the A44 Leominster to Bromyard road. The district nurse lived for 

many years at the White House, and there was once a post office and shop as well as a thriving Methodist 

community. The Chapel survives as a private house (see Chapter 7(f)). The railway station was closed in 

1952 under the Beeching axe (see Chapter 4(f)). There is an undated mound west of Priddleton.  

After the closure of the railway a small council estate of prefabricated houses was built and named 

Humber Close. These were replaced by the present brick houses in the 1960s and are now under the 

auspices of the Marches Housing Association. 

The bridge itself was constructed in 1810 and cost £145. The original designs by John Gethin, the 

County Surveyor of Bridges, can still be seen at the County Record Office. 

Fairmile has fine views and – given the right conditions – sunsets. Originally there was only one house 

(a police house) and a bungalow; now there are eight dwellings. There are two theories concerning the 

derivation of the name. The first suggests that it refers to Fair Rosamund, the daughter of Sir Walter de 

Clifford, a nearby landowner, the second that there was a straight mile for trotting horse matches. 

On the 1843 Tithe Map the area is called Fair Mile Field and was owned by a William Stevenson. A 

gibbet is marked by Fairmile crossroads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FARMING, EMPLOYMENT & WAYS OF LIFE 
 

 



 

 

 

(a) Agriculture  

 

This chapter gives a description of the way of life within the Parish ranging from farming, small businesses, 

tourism and  commuting to retirement and unemployment. It also describes the important part horses have 

played in the community.  

The area has always been dependent on good agricultural practices to ensure that the land retains its 

inherent fertility. Good crop rotation, together with livestock farming which helps to put the necessary 

humus together with the essential nutrients into the fertile soil, is a lasting tribute to the wise farming 

practices of generations of farmers in our countryside (see Chapter 6, Our Countryside). As arable farming 

becomes more intensive, with the same crop often being grown year after year on the same land, it will 

become more and more important, and difficult, to retain the high level of fertility for which this area has 

been famous. Artificial fertilisers that will be leached away cannot replace the humus from animal and 

plant by-products. 

In this small rural parish farming has always been a major business and has almost described a full 

circle from the days at the beginning of the last century, and back to the Middle Ages, when most of the 

land was owned by large estates with tenanted farms (in our case mainly Hampton Court, Buckland and 

the Earl of Plymouth). These estates were fragmented in the early 20th century with many tenanted 

holdings sold to individual farmers, often to pay death duties. In those days most farms employed several 

workers who, together with horses, were the main source of energy to get everything done. (See Chapter 

12, History of the area, for the earlier history.) 

These holdings were at their maximum profitability during and just after the Second World War. 

Most farms in those days were mixed arable and livestock (with a leaning towards livestock). Many of the 

farms had small dairy herds, and travelling along the country roads one would see a few milk churns (usually 

10 gallons) on the roadside milk stands awaiting collection by the local dairy. Hops, apples, pears and, in the 

post war period, soft fruit, were crops often seen on our farms. (Many of the old orchards and apple and pear 

varieties have disappeared in recent years.) 

In the later part of the 20th century farming became more mechanised with large machines doing the 

work once done by several men and horses. Additionally, costs were increasing while the amount of labour 

was decreasing. Many small original holdings became absorbed into a few large businesses. In effect 

farming became more a business than a way of life. The farms and smallholdings which all provided a living, 

or part living, for a family in the first part of the 20th century mostly disappeared over time. If one looks at a 

list from those days and compares it what is here now the position becomes clear.  

All these used to be independent family holdings: Great Marston, Lower Marston, Little Maidenhyde, 

Turning Ways, Brick House, Hop Pole, Butt Oak, New House, Poplands Farm, Field Farm, Stirbridge Farm, 

Gatehouse, Lowbrook, Upperhouse, Endfield, Wood Farm, Risbury Court, Risbury Mill (a working corn 

mill until 1926 – see Chapter 2 for more details), also Sunny Bank, The Witsetts, The Heath, Ashcroft, 

Wickton Court, Lower Wickton, Hampton Park Farm, Hill Top, Humber Court, The Paddocks, Broadstone, 

The Drum, The Luce, Wheelbarrow Castle, The Slough, Croft Gate, Wall End, The Great House, Normans 

Farm, Old Hall, The Bury, The Stone Farm, Wood Park, Fernside, Ford Farm. (Upper and Lower Priddleton 

used to be in the Parish but are now in Docklow.) 

 Sheep have always been an important sector of farming. In fact in the 18th & 19th centuries the wool of 

Ryeland sheep, bred in the area, was known as Leominster Ore (or gold) and made Leominster a big trade 

rival of Hereford. 

As the land became amalgamated into larger holdings the superfluous farmhouses were sold, or rented 

out, to become private dwellings separated from the land. These were often occupied by people who, in 

many instances, moved from the urban areas. 



 

 

Old redundant farm buildings became another source of income as planning permission was obtained 

for conversion to dwellings, or perhaps into holiday accommodation or put to business use. Today there are 

only about three or four large businesses farming most of the land in the parishes, with just a few smaller 

farms still surviving. One of the ways smallholdings are surviving is by moving into the growing niche of 

organic farming or other specialist enterprises. 

Below is a description of one of these farming businesses contributed by Richard Thomas of Risbury 

Court: 

   

My great great grandfather Richard Bemand came to Risbury Court in 1893. He farmed here until his son Robert 

Bemand bought the farm from the Hampton Court estate. Interestingly if you carry this Richard – Robert theme 

through, both my father and I have the correct forenames for our generation! 

Although farming has changed enormously in the last 100 years, cropping at Risbury Court at the start of 

the 21st century is very similar to how it was at the end of the 19th. We keep pedigree Hereford cattle and a 

commercial flock of Suffolk cross and Charolais cross ewes. All our finished beef and lamb is taken weekly to 

Cinderford abattoir by my father and returned to the shire for sale at Legge’s of Bromyard. Legge’s is a popular 

and thriving butcher’s shop which we hope to continue to supply for years to come. We also try, where possible, 

to farm in an environmentally friendly way as we can. Supplying Legge’s certainly helps keep the food miles 

down. 

We have grown hops, wheat, barley, cider fruit, maize and grass. All our wheat and barley is kept and fed 

back to our stock in a mix of beans for protein, bought from my cousin Stuart Bemand at the Great House, Stoke 

Prior. This enables us to keep a close watch on what we are feeding and increase cost efficiency. I spoke to a 

friend of mine from Poland recently and he told me that the price of wheat in Poland is more than twice what it 

is here. Given the higher costs of production in Britain this really challenges a small farmer like us to compete 

on the world grain market. We pick all the cider fruit our contract allows and take it to Bulmers and Westons. I 

am not sure of the future of cider fruit, but it is great to think that our oldest orchard was planted between the 

wars by Bulmers and is still producing.  

Hops were grown at Risbury Court from 1893 until quite recently. We didn’t really know how old some of 

our roots were, but we suspect that some were in excess of 60 years old! Hops were always a labour intensive 

crop but instead of people coming from the local area to work in the hop yards, towards the end of our hop 

growing time we employed Eastern European students. Whatever your opinion of this, they are really great 

people. My sister and I consider ourselves lucky to have grown up meeting people from New Zealand, USA, 

Australia, South Africa and all across Eastern Europe. I think it has given us a wonderful grasp of other cultures. 

Most people don’t understand how welcoming it is to say ‘hello’ in someone’s native language. It shows you 

have made the effort and are interested. Though we no longer grow hops, I would still encourage you to visit the 

Lamb or the Wheelwrights and try draught bitter. Support local industry by drinking Adnams, Black Sheep or 

Jennings.  

I am 25, have a degree in Agricultural Marketing, have been round the world (and am still paying for it) 

and more recently have been actively involved in the Young Farmers Clubs both locally and at the county office 

in Hereford. YFC has been a godsend for me, as a way to meet local people from many walks of life, learn new 

skills and help the community through raising money for charity. 

The next five or ten years will be very interesting for agriculture and rural areas. It will be a while until 

changes in British agriculture, the accession of the new EU countries, the Common Agricultural Policy Reform 

and the changing face of rural Britain, all settle down and find a degree of cohesion. Through EU policy, food 

subsidies are being cut and farmers and landowners will be paid to keep the countryside. The effect this will 

have on food production in Britain remains to be seen, but in the same way that young people in all industries 

face challenges, I hope I can work with mine and still be here to comment on Risbury Court when I am retired! 

It is to be hoped that Richard’s wish will be fulfilled. 

The world famous Hereford cattle originated from our area, spreading all over the world where a hardy 

animal that could be reared and fattened, mainly on grass, was needed. Risbury Court has a fine example of 

these. 



 

 

With the enlargement of the EU taking in many Eastern European countries, where incomes are far 

lower than our own, the restructuring of the Common Agricultural Policy and the emphasis on 

environmentally friendly farming methods, our whole agricultural future is in a state of flux and everyone is 

going to have to examine their way of life to help preserve our communities and countryside.  

Planning policies will demand more and more environmental assessments before permission is given 

for developments in the countryside. A lot of the newer farming methods appear alien to many of the old 

traditionalists and in many cases compromise will have to be reached. 

Agribusiness will inevitably develop and expand with methods to increase production and cut costs 

coming more and more to the fore. Some examples of these are the use of polytunnels to extend growing 

seasons for strawberries and other crops, and intensive livestock rearing, usually pig or poultry units. To 

survive, many of the remaining farms will have to specialise or look for methods of farm diversification.  

A good example of farm diversification is The Grove Golf Course and Hickory Stick Restaurant. The 

golf course consists of two challenging nine hole courses of which the second, The Deer Run, has only just 

been completed. There is also an indoor driving range where golfers can practise their strokes. The latest 

venture is a ten-pin bowling alley.  

Today quite a few farmers, to make some extra income without having to purchase the expensive 

specialised equipment to prepare the soil for potatoes or other cash crops, lease land to the big potato or fruit 

growers who are always looking for fresh acres on which to grow the crops. 

 

(b) Small Businesses 

 

In past years there have always been individuals living in the parish who have been self employed, helping 

out at busy times on the local farms especially during harvest or threshing times, working as blacksmiths, 

hedge layers, vermin catchers, or making hurdles, even perhaps undertaking a little poaching.  

Often women and boys worked on the land, taking the place of the men away in the forces during 

Second World War or doing their national service following the war.  

Most of the old country characters are now just memories of the past and new types of small businesses 

have developed either as one-man enterprises or businesses employing just a few people. Some examples of 

these are: furniture making, curtain making and upholstery work, riding stables, golf clubs, restaurants, 

archaeological research, alternative energy sources, building and roofing contractors, design and technology, 

and the preparation of game for sale to butchers and hotels.  

Because of the developments in Inform-ation Technology more and more people are finding it possible 

to work from home with their own business. With farm machinery becoming larger and more expensive 

agricultural contracting is another expanding business, i.e. a contractor purchases the machinery and takes it 

from farm to farm, charging the individual farmer for the work, thus making far more use of each piece of 

machinery.  

 

(c) Tourism 

 

Originally most people visiting the area either came to stay with relatives or to stay in one of the hotels in the 

market towns. With an increasingly affluent society, an ever shorter working week and longer holidays, 

people began to explore the countryside and local heritage. This led to the development of Bed and Breakfast 

establishments and holiday accommodation within the parish. Addresses of many of these establishments can 

be found in the local Tourist Information Centres. With a wide range of activities easily accessible and 

transport (mainly the motor car) almost universally available, more and more people are finding these 

holiday establishments of value as they explore the area.  

Because the Parish consists mainly of small rural roads, horse riders and cyclists are making ever-

increasing use of the area. Part of the National Cycle Route passes through the Parish.  



 

 

The local golf courses are another growing attraction for both locals and tourists. 

Much information on all the different attractions can be found in the local Tourist Information 

Centres either in Leominster, in The Corn Square, or Queenswood at the top of Dinmore Hill, where 

helpful staff are only too willing to give advice and directions.  

Today tourism is very important for the well being of the area, being a multi-million-pound business. In 

fact, next to agriculture it probably generates the greatest portion of the county’s economy. Current figures 

suggest 9.8 million visitors, spending  nearly £250 million, come into the county as a result of the tourist 

industry. This influx of visitors generates jobs and fills holiday accommodation. Additionally, local 

attractions, pubs and restaurants, together with, for example, small gift and antique shops in Leominster and 

the surrounding area benefit directly. Many, perhaps, would not survive without a thriving tourist industry.  

 

(d) Commuting, Retirement and Unemployment 

 

Years ago most people worked either within the parish or nearby parishes on farms etc., or in the local 

market towns. Travel to work was mainly by cycle or, alternatively, train from the little halt that was once in 

Stoke Prior, on the Leominster to Bromyard branch line. 

Today, with almost universal car ownership and the development of motorways, better trunk roads and 

an easily accessible rail network, nearly a quarter of the working population works at least 12 miles outside 

the Parish boundary. Some even commute to Birmingham, Oxford, Cardiff and other relatively far-flung 

spots. A small percentage of the working age population (under 3%) are unemployed, whilst about one 

quarter of the total population are in the retired bracket, many of them being new to the parish.  

Because of the newcomers, many with quite high incomes, local young people find it difficult to get 

accommodation in the Parish although a few have managed the first step on to the property ladder. Most 

newcomers have integrated well with the longer standing members of the population and have become 

useful, valued members of the community serving on the Parish Council, Village Hall Committees, Parochial 

Church Councils, School Governing Bodies and various other local organisations.  

More detailed inform-ation regarding age and employment types etc. can be found in Chapter 2. 

(e) Horses 

 

Throughout the years horses have played an important part in the life of the rural community, originally as 

work animals on the local farms and also as a means of transport to the market towns. Most farms had a 

designated horseman, or waggoner as he was usually known, to look after these valuable animals. In those 

days the horse was king and farm work revolved around how much work a horse could do in a day. The 

word horsepower comes from this time. In the 19th century military power was enforced by the cavalry and 

Britain ruled supreme over much of the world thanks, in part, to the skill of our horse breeders in providing 

mounts for the troops. 

Market day was an occasion for the farmer and his wife to go by pony and trap to, usually, either 

Leominster or Hereford. The farmer went to transact his business in the market or the local hostelry, selling 

stock and grain and buying the necessities to keep the farm running. Meanwhile, his wife would do the 

weekly shopping. Right up to the 1950s some local farmers still used a pony and trap for getting about; Joe 

Morgan, who lived at the Butt Oak was probably the last of these characters. Drovers walked the livestock to 

and from market where they were bought and sold by the farmers. 

As tractors and other machinery replaced the horse many families began to keep horses or ponies for 

leisure activities. In a few instances local families started training racehorses – two in our area were the 

Jordans at The Butt Oak and the Prices at Eaton. Richard Price of Eaton won The Champion Hurdle at 

Cheltenham (one of the leading hurdle races in the National Hunt calendar) with Flakey Dove in 1994. 

Other local establishments developed as riding schools and livery stables and today many riders, both 

adults and children, are seen on the country roads and bridleways. This has helped to boost our tourist 



 

 

industry and become a valuable source of income for the local community. (More details are contained in 

Chapter 5). 

Another example of horses coming into their own is hunting. Whether you agree with it or not, a pack 

of hounds with horses and riders in full cry is a moving sight. Hunt followers claim that the hunt creates 

work for many people either directly or indirectly. It is also considered a rich part of our heritage and said to 

control the number of foxes in the most humane manner – often catching the older less agile animals that are 

more likely to prey on poultry and young lambs. 

Horses that have reached the end of their working life need somewhere where they can be looked after 

in comfort and security. One such place is being developed in Stoke Prior (see Chapter 5). 

When it comes to helping disabled people (both adult and children) horses are of great value in giving 

them confidence. At Riding for the Disabled (not in the Parish) volunteers gain much satisfaction from their 

involvement by helping the less fortunate to learn to ride and manage the horses. 

So even today, though their role has changed, horses still play a valuable part in the country scene, both 

visually and economically. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FACILITIES 

 

 

 

(a) The Area Covered 

 

The geographical boundaries of the area included in this chapter generally extend no further than about five 

miles, taking in Leominster, Bodenham and the like. However, in the case of transport and shopping the area 

has been extended to include Hereford and Worcester.  

Anybody moving to this area from a large town need have no fears about the availability of local 

facilities, the only prerequisite being a need for personal transport although, as noted in section (g) below, 

public transport is available on a regular, albeit limited, basis. 

 

(b) Village Halls 

 

Risbury and Stoke Prior both have their own village halls. Any functions that take place, and there are many, 

are advertised locally so that all residents in the area have the option to attend. Examples of activities are: 

Flicks in the Sticks, WI meetings, dances, occasional bingo, quizzes, lunches/dinners, Morris dancing, Parish 

council meetings and also the annual Risbury gardening show. The list is not exhaustive but illustrates the 

variety and volume of use the two halls get. A more extensive list can be seen at Appendix 1. 

 

(c) Churches  

 

There are a number of churches in the parish – St. Mary’s Church, Humber; Risbury Chapel; St. Luke’s 

Church, Stoke Prior and St. John of Jerusalem Church, Ford – the nearest Roman Catholic Church being St. 

Ethelbert’s, 86 Bargates, Leominster. 

Services are usually twice monthly with timings varying to take account of the different daylight hours 

in summer and winter. 

Currently, Stoke Prior and Ford Parochial Church Council are undertaking a God’s Acre Project with a 

view to conserving, managing and interpreting the churchyard for the benefit of local people, visitors and 

wildlife. An indication of the range of wild flowers in the churchyard can be seen in the lower photograph on 

the left. They wish to stimulate interest in the history of the church site and its relationship to the history of 

the village. The plan is to carry out lichen, mammal, fungi and bat surveys plus an archaeological survey, to 

include looking at the graves and memorials and the church and its features. 



 

 

The group will also be enhancing a meadow grassland area for which they will need a variety of 

tools. Part of the project has been to remove 30 red cedars and replace them with coppiced hazel, which 

was recommended in the tree report carried out by the God’s Acre interpretation board. Local people will 

be invited to join in with a number of activities to include the surveys, bat walks and the research, 

collation and recording of historical information of the area. 

 

 

(Chapter 7 contains greater detail on the places of worship) 

 

(d) Burial Sites 

 

In addition to the burial sites adjacent to the individual churches, including a very small one to the rear of 

Risbury Chapel, there is a cemetery at Leominster.  

Additionally, there is a woodland burial site adjacent to St. Mary’s Church, Humber. The site is owned 

and administered by farmers Robert and Diane Thomas of Risbury Court. Green burial in Britain began with 

a woodland cemetery in Carlisle, which opened around 1997. Since then the movement has grown and 

according to The Natural Death Centre, there are now 200 green burial sites in the country. This type of 

burial is chosen by those wanting an environmentally friendly end to their existence, using a coffin of 

bamboo, willow, or even cardboard. The Humber brook, bordered by mature trees, runs along the site’s 

eastern boundary and 1,600 young trees have been planted at the site as landscaping. The trees that have 

been planted are all English native species, indigenous to the Leominster area, and include oak, ash, holly, 

silver birch, rowan, hazel, hawthorn, etc. The grass that grows on the four acres set aside for burials is 

harvested as hay or silage during summer, while more trees and wild flowers are being planted as burials 

take place. 

Although close to an old Roman road and an old Iron Age landmark, the hillfort of Risbury Camp, an 

archaeological survey found no impediment to use of the site for graves.  

  

(e) Shopping 

 

The nearest major supermarkets are to be found in Leominster and include Morrisons, Somerfield and Aldi. 

Additionally, a number of sites/stores cater for the DIY enthusiast. No shops exist within the parish boundary 

although basic items may be purchased at the local garages – one on the A49 nearer to Stoke Prior and one 

about two miles from Risbury at Saffron’s Cross on the A417. There is also a small shop in the Bodenham 

Post Office that is about three miles from Risbury. 

Most shopping needs are catered for in Leominster. However, the larger towns, e.g. Worcester, 

Hereford, Gloucester and Cheltenham, are not too distant, and there an even greater range of goods can be 

found. Birmingham, England’s second city is not much more than an hour’s drive away. 

 

(f) Post 

 

Delivery of post is normal, that is to say it is delivered six days a week but excludes public holidays and the 

like. Collection of post is daily, except Sundays and Bank Holidays from the centres of Risbury and Stoke 

Prior. 

Post Office facilities are available in Stoke Prior from 9am to 1pm on Tuesday and Thursday and 

include a facility for depositing and withdrawing cash. 

The Parish’s nearest full-time Post Office is in the village of Bodenham, in the adjacent Parish. 



 

 

Leominster is home to the nearest main Post Office. However, this facility recently moved to a local 

shop from the Post Office building in the centre of town. This Post Office, along with the office at 

Bodenham, offers a full range of services for its customers.  

 

(g) Transport 

 

The increase in road transport signalled the demise of the railways especially at the end of the Second World 

War when vast numbers of redundant military trucks were sold at giveaway prices to road transport 

entrepreneurs. Before the Second World War, local bus owners provided competition using a more frequent 

timetable. In September 1964 the last train, an excursion special to Blackpool, was run from Bromyard. A 

year later the track was lifted for scrap. The final indignity was using the cutting at Blackwardine as a waste 

infill site. 

The existing public transport takes the form of a bus service to Leominster and Hereford that is 

operated Monday to Friday, currently three or four buses a day each way, in addition to the transport 

provided for schooling. A taxi service is available from Leominster if needed. 

Community Wheels is available, at a subsidised price, to take people who are unable to leave home in 

other ways, to the market towns for shopping, medical appointments and the like. It is necessary to pre-

book these vehicles, which are driven by volunteers. 

Historically, the state of the local roads in the area was dire, most of them merely tracks. But major 

routes did have some upkeep bestowed upon them. People travelled mostly on foot, carrying goods in 

backpacks, driving stock or leading pack animals such as mules or ponies; the well-off travelled on 

horseback. In winter the highways were stretches of glutinous mud, whilst in summer the mud turned into 

deep hoof pits and potholes with irritating quantities of thick dust. Wheeled vehicles were hardly ever seen 

and these required large teams of draught animals – horses, mules or oxen – to draw them. Each parish was 

required by law to provide materials and labour to maintain the main routes, but this was seldom sufficiently 

enforced. 

Turnpike trusts were set up to improve the main roads and install toll houses to charge for all users 

except for people on foot; one of these still exists opposite Saffron’s Cross garage, just two miles from 

Risbury.  

The resultant turnpike roads were suitable for wheeled transport in all seasons and the number of 

carters’ wagons, carriages and light vehicles such as traps proliferated forthwith. Before this happened 

people seldom ventured beyond the adjacent villages except for infrequent visits to the nearest town on 

market days. Now they had the means to travel much further and faster.  

Villages burned coppiced wood and peat from substantial deposits along the Lugg and Arrow valleys 

and when coal was ‘discovered’ it was realised that the expanding population would want to acquire it, as the 

other resources would not last forever. The rivers Wye and Lugg were canalised to transport coal from the 

Forest of Dean, but the perverse water levels and currents made this difficult and expensive, so conventional 

canals were proposed to cater for this traffic; the first was from Hereford to Gloucester and the second from 

Leominster to Stourport. 

By around 1840 the coalfields of the Midlands and South Wales were served by the ever expanding 

railway companies who were vying to deliver coal all over the kingdom. Herefordshire, lying halfway 

between the coalfields, was a prime target. The first railway to reach Leominster was the Shrewsbury and 

Hereford line which opened in 1850 and later connected with other railways serving Newport, Worcester and 

Gloucester. This line passed through the parish of Ford where there was a station at Ford Bridge. Coal was 

delivered not just for household use but for local industries; there was also a gas works and a surprising 

number of metal foundries around Leominster. A large number of men worked in these establishments and a 

goodly number lived in the surrounding villages; some of them thought nothing of walking five miles to 

and from work. A number of foundries already existed in Kington and New Radnor, fed by a horse drawn 



 

 

tramway from Brecon via Hay-on-Wye, until a railway was constructed in its place and extended to 

Leominster around 1875. During this period the Worcester and Hereford railway were planning to 

construct a main line connection through Bromyard, Leominster and Kington to a proposed new ferry 

seaport at Aberaeron, five miles north of Newquay in Wales, but the plan came to nought when they 

studied the difficult terrain near Rhayader more thoroughly; this would have put Steens Bridge and Stoke 

Prior on the map! 

The route from Worcester to Leominster was resurrected as a single-track branch line but with much 

stiffer gradients and no tunnels in order to serve Stoke Prior, Bromyard and Knightwick. Work was started at 

the Worcester end from a junction east of Worcester at Bransford Road and reached a hamlet named Yearsett 

three miles southeast of Bromyard when the money ran out in 1874. More capital was raised and the final 

stretch to Bromyard was completed in 1877. 

The Leominster end was started from a new double platform to the east of the existing station in 1881 

and extended to Steens Bridge in 1884 when, again, the money ran out. This left Steens Bridge as a terminus 

that catered for coal and local farm produce, especially milk. The station was used as a terminus for a shuttle 

service between Kington and Steens Bridge. 

In 1888 the line was purchased by the Great Western Railway who then invested in the construction of 

the missing section. Work began the same year, but was delayed by difficult terrain, overcome somewhat by 

using a steam powered excavator to supplement the navvies’ muscle-power. This section was finally 

completed in 1896 to much rejoicing and the running of celebratory trains in both directions. The weekday 

service included six passenger and two freight trains each day, with a reduced service at weekends. Special 

trains were run on occasions, including shopping specials to Worcester, excursions to Birmingham and 

Cardiff and day excursions to the coast such as at Weston-Super-Mare. Many excursions catered for Sunday 

Schools, and there were also hop-picker specials. 

Parishioners’ lives were significantly changed by the railways. The younger people could travel cheaply 

to theatres, football matches, dances, cinemas and shopping centres and could go courting across county 

boundaries. They could catch the early workman’s train (provided by law) to work at some distance from 

home, or they could embark on a seafaring profession, enter the armed forces or take a lucrative position in 

service far from home – all with the capability of visiting their families with ease when the opportunity 

allowed. Heavy freight was now relatively cheap to move and road stone was delivered via the railways from 

the quarries at Clee Hill by horse wagon, steam wagon and finally by petrol wagon, which improved the 

country lanes decidedly; it thus even became possible to use a bicycle for transport. A lot of the cottages 

which had previously been roofed with thatch or stone shingles were now re-roofed using good quality 

Welsh slates delivered by the truck load. Many a cottage chimney was extended to provide the increased 

draught required when coal was burned in the hearth instead of peat or wood. The expanding population 

required new houses and they were constructed of brick rather than stone. Bricks were now cheaper but the 

local Herefordshire clay makes very good bricks and tiles and larger projects sometimes employed a kiln 

master to construct a kiln locally. Nearby clay was quarried and moulded, so only coal needed to be brought 

in from elsewhere to produce the bricks; Great Marston was one such place. 

All stations had sid-ings for coal, stock or other goods and also a parcel office. A person could order 

something from a catalogue and have it delivered to the nearest railway station for collection or if it was too 

large or heavy it could be delivered by lorry to their doors. Farmers could drive their stock to the local 

station and leave them in stock pens for collection. There were even railway lines that could take livestock 

straight in and out of Hereford market. During the Great War the army visited the local farms and 

requisitioned large numbers of horses; they were driven to the nearest stations and transhipped by special 

horse trains. A large number of trees were also requisitioned for the war effort and similarly transported.  

The railway was supposed to serve Stoke Prior directly, but despite frequent petitioning from the 

village, didn’t do so for many years. The nearest station was, curiously, Ford Bridge. This was situated on 

the main Hereford to Shrewsbury line, which line continues today. It was a station that was well used and 



 

 

indeed the first combine harvester in the area arrived in parts at Ford Bridge and was assembled at the 

station. 

In 1931 the GWR relented and provided a halt at the top of the village. This is no longer in existence, 

and the halt is now part of a garden. 

Virtually the only remaining portion of this line locally is the stone uprights of the Stoke Prior railway 

bridge. 

 

(h) Medical, Dental & Veterinary 

 

Medical practices exist in Bodenham and Leominster and the main Herefordshire hospital is sited in 

Hereford. This was recently voted in the top ten in the country for the treatment of those aged over 50. There 

is also a small hospital in Leominster.  

Dental services are, in common with the rest of the country, very difficult to obtain and dental practices 

in, for example, Hereford or Bromyard may need to be approached even for private treatment. A new 

practice is currently in the process of being formed in Leominster and NHS patients may be able to obtain 

treatment there in the future. 

Marches Veterinary Group is located in Leominster and is able to deal with the majority of animal 

needs.  

The NHS website www.nhs.uk provides details of all the local doctors and dentists together with the 

most up to date position regarding phone numbers and vacancies. 

 

(i) Parish publications 

 

The Parish Pump is the primary means of communication within the Parish and was first produced in 1991 

by the Group Parish Council under George Giles, the then Chairman.  

The aim then was, as it still is, to find a means of communication with all the residents of the Parish. 

The 500 or so electors are scattered in hamlets, villages and isolated farms across many miles, in a parish 

with no single central meeting point which everyone can easily reach. The first editions of the magazine 

were just a single, folded A4 sheet of paper, printed every month and distributed free to every household by 

volunteers. The Pump has ‘grown’ over the years, so that it contains details of all activities in the Parish, the 

minutes of all Parish Council meetings and regular reports from the District Councillor. Today there are also 

a number of advertisements, which help to pay for the magazine. Small advertisements by residents of the 

Parish are free, but commercial advertisers pay a small fee. 

The principle behind the Parish Pump remains the same as it always was – to enable all the residents to 

keep in touch, despite the dispersed nature of the Group Parish. The Pump is paid for from the Parish precept 

(which comes from council tax), and is perhaps the most valuable use to which this money is devoted. 

(j) Local Council 

 

The local council is Herefordshire District Council, which is based in Hereford but has a branch office in 

Leominster and provides all the services expected of a local council. Keith Grumbley is the current District 

Councillor. 

Rubbish is collected on a weekly basis and a large user-friendly council recycling centre is to be found 

on the outskirts of Leominster. For a fee the council will also arrange collection of larger unwanted items.  

The council tax for the financial year 2007/08 has been set at £1,336.06 for a Band D property. How it is 

calculated is set out in the council tax guide that arrives at the same time as the bill – the net expenditure is 

divided by 68,730 (the number of homes in Herefordshire, calculated as if all were in Band D). This gives a 

basic £1,083.46, to which various additional charges are then added, e.g. police and fire authority charges and 

also the individual parish council charge. As not all properties are Band D the following further calculations 

http://www.nhs.uk/


 

 

are then made:  Band A multiply the basic figure by 6/9; Band B by 7/9; Band C by 8/9; Band E by 11/9; 

Band F by 13/9; Band G by 15/9 and Band H by 2. 

For details of the Group Parish Council see Chapter 10. 

 

(k) Advice & Voluntary Bodies 

 

There is a wide range of sources from which help and advice can be obtained, some of them voluntary and 

some run either directly or indirectly, funded or part funded, by Government or Local Government. 

Some of the more important ones are: 

INFO in Herefordshire, with offices scattered around the county, the nearest being 11 Corn Square 

Leominster, tel. 01432 260500. INFO can help with any problem relating to the council or any of the other 

statutory bodies. It acts as a one-stop shop and will deal with any queries directly, only needing to refer a 

small number of enquiries on to a further source. 

The local Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) is co-located with INFO at 11 Corn Square, Leominster, tel. 

0870 1264091. Although it receives grants from the council it is a completely independent organisation that 

gives free advice on a range of issues including legal, debt and family problems, and disputes with the 

council and other statutory organisations. Trained advisors deal strictly confidentially with all enquiries and 

will, if they can’t deal with the problem themselves, refer the individual(s) onwards to someone who can.  

Herefordshire Voluntary Action (Leominster), Chapel Yard, Burgess Street, Leominster, tel. 01568 

611098, coordinates voluntary work in the county and is an excellent source for finding work through 

experience. 

Age Concern Leominster District, 30 West Street, Leominster, tel. 01568 611054 gives help and 

advice to the elderly of the area. They have day centres to give the elderly a chance to get out and meet 

others and can supply some useful aids at reasonable prices. The elderly often make use of Community 

Wheels to get to these day centres. 

The excellent service, Community Wheels, is also available at a subsidised price. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEISURE & CULTURAL ACTIVITIES 

 

 

 

(a) In the Area 

 

With Birmingham and Cardiff both not much more than an hour’s drive away the facilities in the wider 

area are essentially those available in the country as a whole. This includes stage shows of a similar 

standard to those found in the west end of London.  

The National Exhibition Centre (NEC), on the outskirts of Birmingham, is host to a variety of large 

events including boat, car and caravan shows.  



 

 

Among its many other facilities, Cardiff is also the home of the Millennium Stadium and host to major 

sporting events. 

Closer to home the list of sporting activities that can be participated in within the Parish or a few miles 

outside is extensive with, for example, Hereford Football Club ground being but a few miles away. Even 

closer, of course, is our own Stoke Prior Football Club. 

Websites listing sporting opportunities for disabled people in Herefordshire can be found in Appendix 

2. 

 

(b) Community Week 

 

During the summer the Community Week organisers (a sub-committee of the Parish Council since 2007) 

arrange a week of activities with the aim of involving residents of all ages. The central theme is to get the 

people of the Parish together not only to enjoy themselves but also to have the opportunity of meeting their 

neighbours in a relaxed and informal way. 

 Jack Simpson, the current leader of the committee, contributed the following article illustrating the 

enthusiasm and commitment of so many volunteers: 

 

As far as I have been able to determine this annual event started probably in 1980. It was certainly up and 

running when we arrived in Stoke Prior in July 1983 and it happened to be Treasure Hunt night when I asked in 

the shop what actually happened and I finished up going round with Shelagh and David who were then running 

the shop. I remember that Richard Bateman and Les Norman had set the hunt on that night and, no, I don’t 

remember who won. 

Initially, the Treasure Hunt each year was set by volunteers. In later years, both for this and the Quiz Night, 

the winners had the honour of doing the job next year! I remember only too well Gwen Davies and I doing the 

Treasure Hunt on several occasions, which widened my local knowledge. There were many volunteers to 

produce both these events until the system was changed. 

These events over the week do not happen without the help and enthusiasm of a band of volunteers and the 

system has functioned happily from year to year, initially under the guidance of Bram Dunster and Mike 

Kimbery. When Mike’s council commitments increased I somehow got landed with the job and with the regular 

helpers continued success was assured. We are, however, always on the lookout for new members and ideas to 

bring something fresh to the week each year. Most years we have been fortunate with the weather, although I am 

probably tempting providence in saying this. 

Although we lost the shop a few years back, the village pub, The Lamb, has most years been the start and 

finish point for the Treasure Hunt, whereas the Quiz Nights have alternated between the two village halls and on 

these occasions we have been very fortunate to have a regular set of volunteers to supply refreshments at half 

time. In all this we have always had support from the Parish Council in covering us for any financial loss up to 

an agreed limit; thankfully I do not think that event has ever occurred. 

We do not set out to make any profit from the week’s events and any money we do make is spread between 

the churches, school etc. with a regular amount going each year to the Parish Pump since this very successful 

and useful publication was instigated. 

I must finish by thanking all those who, over the years, have helped to organise, and of course support, this 

annual and very happy event. 

 

(c) Eating & Drinking 

 

Apart from the joy of the local feasts organised by the various groups, such as harvest lunch and the like, 

there is The Lamb public house (shown below) in Stoke Prior. The Lamb has been one of the centres of 

Parish life for many years. An 1856 Directory shows Mrs. Hannah Colley as landlady; she was still there in 

1871 aged 75. The village has recently welcomed John and Jo Gaynor as the new landlords and we hope they 

will be happy and successful in their venture.   Additionally, The Grove, sited at the local golf club at Ford is 



 

 

home to a restaurant (see pages 27-28 and 30). England’s Gate, another public house, is situated in 

Bodenham just two miles from Risbury. All three provide a full range of snacks and meals. Broadfield Court, 

the most local of the nearby vineyards, also has a restaurant and Leominster is home to a number of Chinese 

takeaways, fish and chip shops, a Chinese and two Indian restaurants. It is also home to a number of public 

houses, some (but not all) of which, provide a range of meals or snacks.  

 

(d) Clubs & Societies 

 

There are about 12 golf clubs/courses within a 20-mile area, including The Grove at Ford and Leominster 

Golf Club at Ford Bridge within the Parish boundary. 

Appendix 2 lists a number of websites that give access to information about a greater range of 

sporting activities than can be included in the main body of the guide. Suffice to say the list is fairly wide-

ranging and includes such sports as subaqua diving, which, given Herefordshire’s geographical location, 

i.e. land locked, may come as a surprise. The subaqua club is Hereford based and very active. 

The Hereford Times website has an excellent list of contacts for sporting organisations. 

Not on a website but very active nonetheless is the Women’s Institute (WI), which meets monthly in the 

village hall, Stoke Prior. It is part of the National Federation of Women’s Institutes (NFWI) and also of the 

Hereford Federation of Women’s Institutes (HFWI). Locally there is a committee of eight members led by a 

President which meets monthly to arrange many social events. The Minutes for 1929-71 can be seen at the 

County Record Office. 

 Also very active is the Stoke Prior Football Club. This is particularly well supported locally; they 

raised over £2,000 at just one fund raising event in early 2006. The nearest ladies’ football team is Hereford 

based. 

Table tennis is played at Leominster Leisure Centre on Sundays and Tuesdays and six teams play in 

two leagues.  

 

(e) Bridleways & Footpaths 

 

By law a walker can use a public footpath to go from one point to another or to ‘pass and repass’. A walker 

must not damage the footpath by taking, for example, a car or a horse on it and it is illegal for either a walker 

or a landowner to obstruct a path. 

Bridleways are available for horse-riders and the law is similar to that for footpaths except that certain 

features such as stiles are forbidden. Pedal cycles may be ridden on footpaths and bridleways unless they are 

motorised.  

In Chapter 9 Richard Brown, the Parish Council Footpaths Officer, has kindly contributed descriptions 

of two local walks from a guide to walking in the area that he has compiled. 

 

(f) Hunting, Fishing & Shooting 

 

The river Lugg is the Parish boundary to the west and is fished by the local angling society between Stoke 

Prior and Ford. 

Fishing is well catered for locally, particularly in the Ludlow and Docklow areas, though these lie 

outside the Parish. Docklow Pools comprise a total of nine waters, four of which are available on a day 

ticket. Docklow lies between Leominster and Bromyard on the main A44. It has been developed around a 

listed 17th-century farmhouse and outbuildings on a 100-acre site. The owners Mike and Josie Bozward 

have spent over 30 years bringing it to its present state and offer on-site accommodation including caravan 

and camping facilities.  



 

 

Herefordshire has its own shooting school at Wellington, about 10 miles south of the Parish on the 

A49 and the website www.touristnetuk.com has a section devoted to clay shooting and the like. 

The North Herefordshire Hunt is still active in the area and the hounds are housed not far from the 

Parish. 

 

(g) Horses (see also Chapter 3) 

 

Bransby Home of Rest for Horses was kindly bequeathed by the late owners of The Priory at Stoke Prior in 

2003 and it now offers safe and permanent refuge to horses, ponies, donkeys and mules. The registered 

charity is based at Bransby (8 miles from the city of Lincoln), where it has 270 rescued animals. 

Less than a mile south of the Parish boundary along Bowley Lane, KC Riding School is another 

rescue facility specifically for horses, in addition to being a riding school.  

  

(h) Library 

 

The nearest library is in Leominster, but library facilities are also offered by Herefordshire mobile library, 

which visits Stoke Prior and Humber Close each month.  

 

(i) Gardening 

 

Risbury has an active gardening club, membership of which currently costs £6 per year. Visits to different 

gardens in the surrounding area take place during the summer, while guest speakers are arranged during 

the winter. Non-members are also able to attend for payment of the appropriate fee, which in the case of 

the winter talks amounts to just £1. 

Every September there is a garden show in Risbury Village Hall that allows gardeners to display their 

produce, flowers etc. Competition for the various prizes is a good humoured affair since most know one 

another and it is fairly true to say that just about everybody gets at least a third place. Children are 

especially catered for in the arts and crafts category and the majority go away with a prize of some sort at 

the end of the day. 

Every few years a number of local private gardens are opened to the public, the small fee charged going 

towards helping keep the gardening club solvent. Membership is open to all and new members are always 

welcome. 

 

(j) Bell Ringing 

 

There is a group of bell ringers at Stoke Prior and visiting bell ringers are always welcome.  

Stoke Prior church has five bells, the oldest being inscribed ‘MISSI DE CELES HEBEO NOMEN 

GABRIE (LI) S’, which means ‘sent from Heaven I have the name Gabrielle’. The heaviest bell, the tenor, 

weighs just over six and a half hundredweight and is tuned to B flat. The bells are rung regularly for Sunday 

Services and normally there are weekly practices on a Tuesday night.  

 

(k) Camping & Caravanning 

 

Apart from the site mentioned under fishing at Docklow Pools there are a number of sites in the area. The 

Camping and Caravan Club have a site at Bromyard Downs while private sites can be found, for example, at 

Eardisland (Arrow Bank Holiday Park) and at Pembridge (Townsend Touring Park). 

There are also small sites (certified locations) owned and run by Ford Farm and Eaton Court. To access 

these take the A44 from the A49 at Leominster, take the first right towards Stoke Prior and within 2-300 

http://www.touristnetuk.com/


 

 

yards the Eaton Court site can be found on the right. Continue into Stoke Prior turning right at the village 

pump (T junction) and, after continuing for approximately a mile, the Ford Farm site can be found. The Ford 

Farm site can also be accessed by following the Stoke Prior sign displayed on the A44. 

 

(l) Rural Competitions 

 

Ploughing matches and Hedging feature on the annual calendar of events in Hereford-shire. In fact the 

largest crowd ever gathered in our Group Parish was in February 1958 on the occasion of the 4 th National 

Hedgelaying Championships which was held in the Blackwardine area that year. 

A crowd of 12,000 attended, despite early fog and ice, to cheer on the record number of 178 entrants. 

The supreme champions came from Talybont and Crick. The only local person to be placed among the 

winners was M.G. Morgan from Bodenham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR COUNTRYSIDE 
 

 

 

(a) A Natural History of the Parish 

 

The countryside has been moulded by our predecessors and now us. There is probably not a square inch of 

the British Isles that has not been affected by man in some way or another. Our countryside has chiefly been 



 

 

formed by farming and the settlements that grew up around it. There are no public open spaces – all the land 

is privately owned. But that does not mean that there is not an abundance of wildlife. 

The farms are still mainly family owned and many of the original field systems are still visible. 

Extensive hedgerows, pockets of woodland, grassland that has not been ploughed in many years and small 

streams cutting their way down to the River Lugg maintain the pattern of landscape established over the 

centuries. 

Fertility of the land depends on soil, climate and wise management. The climate here is usually 

moderate, with plentiful rainfall encouraged by the closeness of the Welsh hills. The soil depends to a great 

extent on the underlying rock and its geological history. 

The land we stand on is extremely ancient. The rocks underlying the soil date back at least 350 

million years. About 400 million years ago, violent upheavals in the Earth’s crust thrust up mountain 

ranges across what is now Europe. Water pouring off these mountains eroded away the high ground, 

eventually depositing vast amounts of sand, mud and pebbles in the warm coastal deltas and inland seas 

that covered much of what is now Southwest England, the Welsh borders and Scotland. Immense deposits 

formed, which solidified to form layers of rock, collectively known as Old Red Sandstone. When further 

earth movements brought this rock above water level, a huge plateau was formed. This land has never 

been completely submerged again, so much of our local soil lies directly on this rock. However, relatively 

recently, during the Ice Ages, newer deposits have been formed. The sequence of advances, temporary 

retreats, and then eventual ‘final’ retreat of the ice covered much of Herefordshire. When the ice retreated, 

between six and ten thousand years ago, a mass of rock particles caught up in the ice was dumped and 

rivers and streams running off the land left behind what is known as fluvial-glacial deposits on top of the 

Old Red Sandstone. Even more recently, the river Lugg and other streams have deposited layers of silt and 

mud in the river plains and valleys.  

 

(b) Its Landscape 

 

It is not always easy to work out the underlying geology because of the changes in the landscape over 

thousands/millions of years. The original plateau of Old Red Sandstone has been carved into a gentle 

undulating land of hills and river valleys, and the land itself has tipped, chiefly from the melting of the ice 

sheets. The massive weight of the ice on the land, particularly in the North, was released as it melted and the 

land gradually began to rise. The whole of Britain tipped. Other earth movements mean that even when the 

layers of underlying rock are exposed – in quarries, road and railway cuttings – they often do not lie in neat, 

horizontal rows. Clues can sometimes be found in the form of fossils. The chances of an animal or plant 

being fossilised are not high. Most living things end up being eaten by something else. If they do die 

naturally, then only hard parts, such as shells or skeletons have an outside chance of being preserved without 

being squashed out of recognition. Fossils in the Old Red Sandstone show a large range of invertebrates, 

ancestors of modern Crustacea, Molluscs and other groups, but the most spectacular feature of this period is 

the sudden appearance of a great variety of fish. Fish were the only vertebrates at the time. Many of these 

fish are unlike anything we see today, but they were present in huge numbers. Few had bony backbones, but 

were covered in external bony armour and scales. If you are very lucky you may find preserved scales or 

even a whole specimen like the jawless Pteraspis shown on the left. 

The chief force forming our landscape has been water. The valleys have been cut by the springs and 

streams, such as the Humber Brook. Perhaps the best way to appreciate the landscape of the Parish is to walk 

or drive across the middle. Start at Ford Bridge and you will go across the Lugg valley to Stoke Prior village. 

Take the road to Risbury and you will climb up the escarpment onto the top of the plateau.  

There are two ways to go from there. If you turn left you will go along the high ground, turning right 

at the Drum crossroads to Steens Bridge and then right again, back to where you started near the top of 

Humber. If you turn right on the top of the plateau, you will go down to the Humber Brook valley, 



 

 

crossing the Brook near Risbury Mill and Risbury Camp, go up through Risbury village and on towards 

Pencombe. If you turn off left at Turningways you will end up at Marston, at the other end of the Parish. 

By this route you will see a working rural landscape that is both functional and beautiful. 

Everything that grows here and the wildlife that flourishes depend on the soil. The term ‘Old Red 

Sandstone’ used to describe the underlying rock is something of a misnomer. These rocks are not sand, but a 

mixture of sandstones, shale conglomerates, silt and calcretes (deposit of calcium carbonate/limestone). The 

rich red Herefordshire soil that is so widespread is mainly clay – glue in winter, concrete in summer. Such 

soil in our climate is very fertile, although there can be problems with drainage, with local flooding in 

winter. However, the fact that the underlying rock is not uniform can lead to some surprises. As you go 

across a gently sloping field, pockets of limestone may alter the nature of the soil. This is particularly 

obvious in places where streams have cut down into lower layers. One of the Sites of Special Scientific 

Interest in the Parish – the Hill Hole Dingle, as shown below – has an especially interesting collection of 

unusual plants because the stream has exposed underlying limestone. 

The alluvial soils of the Lugg Valley, between Ford and Stoke, are equally fertile, and a little less 

glutinous, thus easier to work. Of course flood plains are liable to flooding, which may be better controlled 

today, but in the past was important in maintaining fertility.  

Soils that are not cultivated should maintain their own fertility, because of the natural recycling of 

organic material. The fact that the area has been cultivated for centuries and still maintains its rich fertility is 

a tribute to the wise understanding and practices of farmers – recycling, crop rotation and the like. It is this 

understanding which has been essential in the survival of wildlife in the area. There are bound to be conflicts 

between man and wildlife, but an understanding of how interdependent we are helps to maintain a balance. 

(c) Its Wildlife 

 

Left to itself, this part of England would revert to mixed woodland over a period of time. Many of the 

plants and animals that live here today are woodland species. Open ploughed fields seem barren to many 

living things but the hedgerows, which were originally planted to enclose field systems, not only help to 

hold the soil, retain water and act as windbreaks, but also provide an immensely valuable habitat for 

wildlife, and a network of ‘highways’ for small animals. The major hedgerow plants are hawthorn and 

hazel, joined by other common shrubs such as holly, blackthorn, ivy, dogrose, spindle and field maple. 

Layering and regular trimming keep the hedges compact, which is why straggly shrubs like the elder do 

not do so well. Allowing the hedges to grow out a little in places is beneficial to wildlife, as is the practice 

of allowing trees to grow to full height at intervals. Damson hedging, planted as a source of fruit, survives 

in places. These hedgerows provide a haven for wildlife, from insect larvae to small mammals and nesting 

birds. The verges are no longer sprayed, and cutting them later in the season allows the survival of many 

wild flowers that can seed before cutting. Grassland plants like the cowslip survive here, while there is 

enough shade for woodland plants such as primroses to flourish. Wild daffodils no longer occur in swathes 

as they used to, but small groups are to be found in woodland, near streams and on roadside banks. 

Pockets of woodland, including those by the streams, provide a habitat for larger animals including 

visiting deer from Dinmore, foxes and badgers. The major standard trees here are oak and ash, the elm 

having sadly almost disappeared, but near to streams there will be alder, willow, birch and other moisture 

loving plants. In woodland areas you can observe the spring sequence of celandines, wild daffodils, wood 

anemones, bluebell and dog’s mercury flowering before the shade becomes too dense. 

Open grassland is represented in the Parish by some untouched areas such as Risbury Camp and 

fields/pastures that have not been ploughed for many years. Grassland is maintained by grazing sheep (and 

rabbits). Grasses survive the treatment because the leaves grow continuously from the base. Broadleaved 

plants are often specialized in form – those that do not have rosette or mat creeping habit are not so likely to 

survive being nipped off. There is great variety of such flowering plants – a spot check taken in a two acre 

bank one August found about 50 species of broadleaved plants as well as the grasses. 



 

 

Trees in the landscape are valuable habitats not only in woodlands but also as standards, often all that is 

left of an original hedgerow. A large oak or ash represents the interlocking of dozens of food chains. The 

importance of these foodchains cannot be overstated in the balance of wildlife and its relation to agriculture. 

There are also a number of old orchards in the area. Fruit growing, particularly cider orchards, is common 

and the old orchards demonstrate the vigour of Herefordshire’s most famous plant – the mistletoe. This semi-

parasitic plant, which takes only water and minerals from its host, is not exclusive to apple and oak trees, but 

seems to do particularly well on them in this part of Britain. 

Streams and rivers play an important part in the life of local animals and plants. The River Lugg, which 

borders the Parish to the west, is one of the two Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) in the Parish. The 

Lugg is a fine example of a largely unpolluted river. Lined with alder and willow, it runs mainly through 

pastureland, and has interesting aquatic plant and animal communities. River-nesting birds such as the grey 

wagtail and the kingfisher are widely seen. But the major interest lies in the otter population. In the 1980s 

there was a serious decline in the distribution of otters, but the population in the Lugg remained strong. The 

Lugg has been regarded as a refuge area for otters, from which a new generation has been spreading in the 

River Wye area. Otters have also been observed in the Humber Brook. 

The Hill Hole Dingle is the second SSSI in the Parish. The Dingle is an area of the Humber Brook, in a 

steep valley where ancient streamside woodland survives. It is a fine example of a habitat lime-loving 

species, where the stream has cut into underlying limestone. There are uncommon species, such as the wild 

daffodil and two types of orchid, but it is particularly well known for the presence of the green hellebore 

(Helleborus viridis). This relative of the Christmas Rose used to be fairly widespread in damp, calcareous 

woodlands on the chalk and other limestone in Southern England and Wales, but is now increasingly rare. Its 

surprise appearance in this area is related to the exposed limestone. 

Still water, in marshland and ponds, is favourable to Amphibia. A valuable conservation area is the 

Humber Marsh Nature Reserve on the upper reaches of the Humber Brook. Opened originally by Bill 

Jackson, it is an important refuge for the great crested newt (also found in other pools in the area). It is open 

to the public from time to time and it is hoped that there will soon be new opportunities for visits by local 

people. Domestic gardens may often provide a lifeline for wildlife, and they are the source of interesting, but 

non-native garden escapes. Many wild flowers also thrive in gardens, providing food for insect and bird life. 

The fact that the wildlife helps itself to garden plants is not always welcome – wasps in ripening fruit, 

eelworms on roots, slugs and insect larvae on almost anything – it is the price we pay. But in particular, 

woodland birds can thrive in gardens, and this is important when the extent of natural woodland has been 

reduced. A great range of birds visit bird tables – nuthatches, woodpeckers, tits, finches, robins, pigeons and 

many others. Bird boxes compensate for a lack of hollow trees, and garden ponds add to available habitats. 

The survival of many different habitats is very important in saving the diversity of wildlife. This is 

especially true in the maintenance of food chains, i.e. who eats whom. Few food chains are of the simple 

Grass – Rabbit – Fox variety. They interlock to form complicated food webs. Food webs will, of course 

include growing crops, which leads to a conflict with human interests. However, unbalancing a food chain 

by removing those links that collide with human interests may lead to problems. Beneficial animals such as 

pollinating insects may disappear along with the pests. Eliminating troublesome top carnivores such as foxes 

and birds of prey may lead to a proliferation of small mammal pests. The trick is to find the balance. 

The variety of animal life in the Parish is healthy. The number of species of insects and other 

invertebrates is large, the variety of insects being related to the variety of nectar plants needed by the adults. 

Small mammals are numerous, shrews, mice, moles, rabbits and brown rats along with the small carnivorous 

weasels and stoats. It is not clear whether the latter are now fewer in number – or whether they are just less 

conspicuous. Hedgehogs seem to be less numerous than in the past, although you can still meet them 

bumbling around or snoring under hedges. Moles appear to be flourishing and they are sometimes so 

numerous as to be damaging to crops. Even the occasional polecat has been recorded. Like foxes, polecats 

are not popular with poultry keepers. Large mammals like foxes and badgers are common, the presence of 



 

 

badgers being controversial because of the incidence of bovine TB. Squirrels are another not-so-welcome 

common species, doing well on nuts but also damaging tree bark. Amphibia – newts, frogs and toads – 

continue to do well in still water areas, and there are many reptiles around, such as grass snakes, adders, 

lizards and slowworms. The snakes are rarely seen, but slowworms may be found under corrugated iron, or 

in the compost heap. 

Bird life is abundant. Small birds, whether seed, fruit or insect feeders, continue to survive, encouraged 

by food put out for them in the winter months. Some birds, like the thrushes, are much less numerous than in 

the past, but others, like the house sparrow, are still holding their own, although in decline elsewhere. 

Migratory fieldfares, swallows and martins are welcome visitors. Most encouraging is the survival of birds 

badly affected by man’s activities in the last century. The larks and curlews, affected by changes in 

agricultural practices, can still be heard and the large predatory birds have not disappeared. Sparrowhawks, 

kestrels and owls help to keep down the numbers of small mammals. Tawny owls, little owls and the barn 

owls are all recorded in this Parish, and circling buzzards are a common sight. 

As all locals residents know, wildlife in the countryside is not some sort of optional extra – pretty to 

look at and listen to, but not otherwise of significance. On the contrary, the survival of wildlife is closely 

interwoven with our own, in the balance of nature. In the words of a recording of conservation songs 

published for children there needs to be ‘Room for us all’. 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FAITH OF THE AREA 

 

CHURCHES, CHAPELS & BURIAL SITES 
 

 

 

(a) Origins & Overview 

 

In the good old days didn’t the Christian faith flourish in our country parishes?  

 

On Easter Monday the usual Parish Meeting was held in the Stoke Prior vestry to pass the church accounts for 

the past year. We regret to say, however, that only Mr Phillips and the rector [The Rev. Alfred Peppercorn] were 

present. How little interest, alas, is displayed in matters religious ... (Leominster Deanery Magazine Vol 1, No5 

(1888).) 

 

Well, perhaps not. But it is true to say that at that time our Group Parish boasted seven places of Christian 

worship. There were four belonging to the Church of England (Ford, Humber, Stoke Prior and Marston 

Stannet) and three Wesleyan Methodist (Steens Bridge, Stoke Prior and Risbury). Incidentally the Deanery 

Magazine (those for 1888-1911 and 1942-1955 are held at Hereford Record Office) contains much 

information about local parish events and people at that time. 

The earliest written reference to the faith in our area so far discovered, refers to a chapel in Humber in 

about 1154, when it was granted by the lord of the manor of Humber, Walter de Mans, to Brecon Priory. At 



 

 

about the same time a cemetery and private chapel were established in Risbury (see Chapter 12). A little later 

one Thomas Costentyn and his wife Joanna presented JOHN DE CAVA as vicar of ‘Humbre’ parish church 

on 22nd February 1276. The church building was perhaps some 60 years old by then and probably replaced 

an earlier wooden structure of Saxon origin. See Appendix 2 for a list of Humber’s incumbents. 

 

(b) Stoke Prior Parish Church of St. Luke 

 

Turning now to the other main parish church in our area, the original Norman church was smaller than the 

present one. Against some local opposition the old building was pulled down in 1861 because it was said to 

be in a ‘dilapidated’ condition. The only original masonry surviving is the lower section of the walls in the 

chancel (choir area) which measures some 17½ x 18½ feet. The church was entirely rebuilt in 1863, except 

that the roof of 1658 was restored and incorporated in the new structure. It bears the Coningsby family coat-

of-arms, three rabbits, and is notable for having been reconstructed in the time of Cromwell when church 

restoration work was forbidden. 

The Coningsbys are one of the county’s leading families. They were Lords of the Manor of Hampton 

Court and seem to have worshipped at Stoke Prior at one period, for some of the family are buried there. In 

the tower, Cecilia (Coningsby) and her husband the Rev. William Watson, one-time Rector of Sutton 

Coldfield, have a commemorative stone tablet dated 1705-6. 

As in Humber, the oldest artefact in the church is the stone font which goes back to the 1300s. The 

tower also contains five bells, the oldest of which was struck in Worcester about 1460. The communion plate 

is dated 1584 and the earliest registers go back to 1678. The tower clock was added in 1920 as a thank 

offering for ‘Peace and Victory’ after the First World War. 

Stoke Prior was part of the Manor of Leominster (see Chapter 13). Leominster Priory was founded in 

1125 and St. Luke’s was a Chapel of the Priory, as the village name indicates. On 20th July 1535 King Henry 

VIII issued a certificate requisitioning the Priory possessions, mentioning Stoke Prior by name. The building 

was valued at £660 16s 8d. The king took £418 14s 8d, leaving the balance to the parish. 

Mentioned in the Charters of Hereford Cathedral is an old and perhaps unique custom. A payment of 

‘Trug Wheat’ was to be given to the incumbent for officiating at the Chapels of Ease at Stoke Prior and 

Docklow. Its value amounted to one guinea (£1 1s). The payment was charged to the Bury Farm, once a 

monastic property. A ‘Trug’ amounted to a twelfth part of a horse wagon load of corn. 

Some time after the rebuilding of the church further work was done by raising the chancel roof. 

Additional windows were incorporated, one of which was dedicated to the memory of Thomas Bryan 

(d.1864), a former M.P. for Leominster. 

 

(c) Ford Church of England Chapel 

 

This is a tiny 47 foot church building in the beautiful setting of a grassy meadow on the left bank of the 

River Lugg. It was entirely rebuilt in 1851, probably on ancient foundations. The parish also was tiny, with 

less than a dozen houses, and is now a daughter church of St. Luke’s, Stoke Prior. The dedication to ‘St. 

John of Jerusalem’ was adopted in recent times. The Chapel has also been linked with Hope Church; the 

Rev. John Ford of Hope-under-Dinmore is recorded as having conducted weddings there in the 1830s.  

To attend a service at Ford can be an uplifting experience. Its small size promotes an intimate 

atmosphere rather different from that in the more lofty traditional buildings. It is almost as if one were in a 

private home and a very modest sized congregation makes the place feel quite full. 

The Chapel contains some items of interest, particularly two irregularly-shaped stone bowls either side 

of the communion table which appear to be over 800 years old. One was used for hand washing before 

receiving the bread and wine; the other, a piscina, was used for washing the communion vessels. Inserted 

between the converging rafters of the semi-circular roof above the communion table are four unusual hand-



 

 

painted figures with haloes. They were most probably cut from a larger picture executed on parchment or 

canvas in an East European style and seem to be of some antiquity. One figure holds book and keys, so will 

represent St. Peter; the others probably represent other Apostles. 

Set in the vestry floor is an inscribed slab which reads: 

 

Here lieth the body of Eliz Flacker Gent 

The daughter of Leonard Benett Esquire * * * 

The 24 day of March 1676. Aged 76 years 

 

In addition there are other memorials of 1707, 1812 and 1830 – all presumably preserved from the 

earlier building. The communion plate is dated 1689. Some 13th-century glass showing the remains of a 

crucifix, moon and stars now at Wharton Bank is said to have come from Ford Chapel. The earlier history of 

the Chapel is shrouded in mystery and is waiting for further investigation.  

The belfry became dangerous and was dismantled about 1985 and the bell is now kept in the vestry. 

 

(d) Humber Parish Church of St. Mary 

 

Built above the south bank of Humber Brook, the church has the feel of an idyllic pastoral setting. The 

feature that stands out from a distance is the tower which rises from the west end of the church. Built on a 

base 9 feet square, it was added about 1350, perhaps when Hugh de Wantham was vicar. The ground floor 

of the tower acts as the vestry and the first two storeys are original. The third storey was added in 1884 

when the belfry was rebuilt. On the tower stands a shaped spire faced with wooden shingles, carefully 

restored in the 1980s. 

The church had a major restoration and re-modelling in 1876-78 under the direction of Mr. T.H. 

Wyatt, at a cost of £700, when the Rev. Philip Scudamore Stanhope was vicar. The north transept 

(extension) was added, but the minstrel gallery and other features were (sadly) removed.  

The old vicarage used to stand near the lychgate (see the drawing opposite) to the churchyard. This 

was demolished at the same time as the church was restored and replaced by what is now known as 

Humber Grange. St Mary’s was rededicated on 23rd July 1884 when the Rev. Henry Vivian Bacon had 

taken over as vicar. 

The east section of the building (the chancel, where the choir sits) measures 32 x 15 feet. It is original 

13th century as are the windows (except one) and doorway. The main part of the church (the nave) is only a 

little larger than the chancel and is partly original with a blocked doorway in the north wall. 

Entry to the church is through the south porch which was added about 1390, perhaps when Robert de 

Wolversdale was vicar, and is notable for its woodwork and heavy form of construction. The chancel roof is 

about the same age, but the roof of the nave only dates back to the 1878 restoration. The earliest item in the 

church is the font which is from Norman times; it would be nice to think of it as a link with an earlier 

building. 

The church records survive from 1585; the well preserved Elizabethan record has been copied into a 

notebook with reasonable accuracy. They record various local incidents, including a great flood on 11th 

February 1738 ‘which caused the rector to remain at home’. A memorial in the chancel commemorates the 

Rev. Oliver Hughes, vicar from 5th January 1665, who died in 1671. The cup and plate used in communion 

services go back to his time, recording the names of the churchwardens and the date 1669. 

 

(e) Risbury Wesleyan Methodist Chapel 

 



 

 

We turn now to the three Methodist Chapels which once served congregations alongside their Anglican 

neighbours. At the time of writing Risbury remains open with help from Humber Church. Stoke Prior was 

demolished some time ago and in recent years Steens Bridge has been sold and turned into a private house. 

The story of Risbury Chapel is as follows. In the second half of the 1800s John Riley owned and ran 

Great Marston Farm. He was a Methodist local preacher and started holding services at the farm, presumably 

because of the distance to Leominster. These met with success. John Riley’s step-granddaughter, Mrs. Watts, 

who lived opposite the site of the eventual Chapel, had a photograph of the Methodist congregation taken 

before the Chapel was built. It was taken outside Marston House and showed 34 people together with the 

Ministers of Leominster and Bromyard. Clearly they were outgrowing their first home. 

With some difficulty a plot was bought in Risbury. John Watkins, a Leominster contractor, was 

entrusted with the construction and the only place of worship in Risbury itself opened its doors on 14th 

August 1896. It was revealed at the opening ceremony that the building costs of £312 had already been 

covered by donations, meaning the Chapel started life free from debt. 

John Riley was a practical man as well as a spiritual leader. He bought several cottages in Risbury and 

let them to fellow Methodists. One such was a Mrs. Passey who acted as caretaker for many years and was 

succeeded by her daughter. John also left an annuity to the Chapel whilst his brother Fred ran the Sunday 

School. 

At that time services were held at 11.00 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.; the Sunday school met beforehand at 10.00 

a.m. and a mid-week service was held on Thursday evenings. In due course the Chapel was licensed for 

marriages and burials. 

In the 1960s the congregation dwindled to the point that the Chapel was virtually closed from 1966 to 

1972. The Vicar of Humber, the Rev. Roger Williams, asked if he could hold some services there from time 

to time. This was agreed and the building was redecorated in 1974 and the old coke stove replaced by 

electric heaters. Unfortunately the Rev. Roger Williams then moved away, but quarterly services were 

arranged by the Rev. John Clarke. 

In 1980, largely through the efforts of Mrs. Muriel Davies, a monthly Methodist service was started and 

the congregation grew to about 12. The interior of the Chapel was again redecorated in 1988 and a pattern of 

two monthly services was established. In recent years the congregation has again dwindled to the point of 

near closure, hence the joint services with the Anglicans mentioned above.  

 

 

 

(f) Other Chapels 

 

Little remains of the Church of England Chapel (see drawing alongside) which once stood opposite what is 

now known as Great Marston Farmhouse. It is possible to make out some overgrown headstones and part of 

the floor of the old nave. 

The origin of the building goes back to its opening day on 28 th October 1711. A Mrs. Rogers, sister of 

the Lord Chief Justice of Ireland, had it built. At that time Marston was, as it still is, part of the far flung 

Anglican parish of Pencombe. It is not known what prompted her to take this initiative, but the distance to 

the Parish Church must have been a key factor. She died on 24th July 1720, nine years after the chapel 

opened. The Chapel seems never to have been allocated parish boundaries of its own, a vicar was never 

appointed and it remained a daughter church of Pencombe. 

In 1864 Pencombe Church was rebuilt under the patronage of the Arkwright family of Hampton Court 

and Marston followed suit, being rebuilt in 1868. It had the usual chancel and nave, some stained glass and a 

bell turret. By all accounts it was an attractive stone and part clapboard building. 



 

 

The need for the Chapel diminished over the years. Most likely the origins of Risbury Methodist Chapel 

played a part in this. The building fell into disuse and was finally dismantled prior to the Second World War, 

much of the fabric reputedly being used in the restoration of the vestry at Leominster Priory. 

There was a Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in Stoke Prior sited on the bank below the old railway bridge. 

It was an insubstantial structure with a corrugated iron roof and was finally demolished in the 1960s. Little is 

known of its earlier history. 

There was a more solid brick Wesleyan Methodist Chapel at Steens Bridge. This still stands on the 

north side of the A44. The land was donated in 1881 by Mr. G. Lloyd, a Methodist local preacher. The 

building contains some ornate patterned brickwork in four colours. 

In 1944 and again in 1960 the Chapel was reduced to only four members. It finally closed in October 

1967 and was sold for £250. After being used as a farm store for some years it was made into a private 

dwelling in the late 1990s.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

 

 

(a) In the Area 

 

The Education in the Parish is under the auspices of Herefordshire District Council Education Department. 

At one time there were Primary Schools in Risbury and Stoke Prior, but today there is a single County 

Primary School in Stoke Prior, serving families throughout the Parish and taking pupils from adjacent 

Parishes. There is no pre-school class at Stoke Prior, but the school works in co-operation with pre-school 

classes in Kimbolton and Bodenham. Special educational needs are met within the Primary School, 

supported by departments of Children’s Services. There are independent centres in adjacent parishes able to 

offer additional special needs facilities. 

At the age of 11, children move on to Secondary Schools, especially the Minster College, Leominster 

together with other schools in Tenbury, Hereford, Wigmore and Bromyard. There are no private schools 

within the Group Parish, but religious and other private facilities are available in adjacent areas, especially 

the Hereford Cathedral School and the Roman Catholic schools of St. Richard’s, Bredenbury and St. Mary’s, 

Lugwardine. 

Higher education is available at the Hereford Sixth Form College and the University of Worcester. 

Teacher training facilities are also present at Worcester and additionally through the West Mercia 

consortium (for pre-school and nursery) and the Marches Training for Secondary Schools. 

There are opportunities for Adult Education, chiefly in Hereford and Ludlow. Ludlow College sponsors 

Adult Education classes in rural areas, holding classes in computing and other topics in village halls. 

 

(b) Stoke Prior School 

 

The Primary School at Stoke Prior, seen overleaf in c.1922, caters for all children from the age of 4 up to the 

age of 11 at which point pupils attend Minster College, Leominster (or another school), which also has a 

sixth form. Located at the top end of a lane leading out of the village, the school commands great views of 

the Herefordshire countryside from a glorious rural location. 

Originally a two-classroom building heated by coal fires, the school has been expanded and 

modernised. Nowadays it boasts a splendid hall, funded and built by pupils’ parents and friends, a computer 



 

 

suite, a superb adventure playground and a conservation area complete with pond, nesting boxes, vegetable 

garden, fruit trees and flowers. 

Despite adverse demo-graphics the current school roll is the healthiest for many years. It has an 

enviable reputation in the County as an A* learning centre and offers a broad curriculum with emphasis on 

Arts, Music and Drama as well as the compulsory core subjects. 

Mrs. Sally McCamley, appointed head in 2004 after eight years as deputy, renders charismatic 

leadership ably supported by a staff of dedicated teachers who all believe that learning is serious enough to 

be fun. The modern day photo below clearly shows that things rarely remain the same. 

There is an air of infectious happiness in the school, something commented on time and time again by 

those who visit. Indeed, the OFSTED inspectors of 2007 judged the school as ‘excellent’, which put it in the 

top 9% of the whole country; perhaps they too noticed? 

Modernisation is a key element in the school’s philosophy. A bright and imaginative new out-door play 

area has been created for Class One – our younger pupils. A spacious entry lobby is a feature, which gives 

the visitor a sense of the warmth and friendliness that distinguishes the school.  

The school enjoys the benefit of good governance and strong support from the P.T.F.A. The latter 

organises social events both within and outside the school, thus raising much needed additional funds for 

library books, play equipment and many other ‘extras’ for the pupils. 

Experiences outside curriculum activity are vital to mould a well-rounded child. The children at 

Stoke Prior enjoy cultural visits to the theatre and the Birmingham Symphony Hall, as well as Art 

Galleries and Museums. Famous historical sites from Roman Caerleon to Victorian Bliss Hill feature 

alongside a trip on the Severn Valley Railway, or a day witnessing the diverse multi-cultural aspects of a 

city such as Coventry. 

The school has strong links with Cadbury’s, members of whose staff give a full day’s labour to the 

Conservation Area, digging, planting, weeding, tidying and generally assisting to care for this special part of 

the school’s assets. 

Every year the senior pupils spend a night or two in dormitory accommodation on the Malvern Hills. 

They develop team building skills and go on night walks as well as orienteering exercises. 

 The school is closely linked to the local community and surrounding villages. It draws its pupils not 

only from Stoke Prior but also Leominster, Hope-under-Dinmore, Steens Bridge, Pudleston and elsewhere. 

Every Christmas some of the children take part in the village celebration at St. Luke’s, Stoke Prior, singing 

appropriate songs – sometimes drawn from the annual Nativity Play performed in mid-December at the 

school. 

Sport is a fundamental part of the curriculum: Netball, Football, Athletics, Cross-Country running and 

Swimming are enjoyed according to the season. Competition is encouraged and all pupils normally 

participate at the summer Sports Day. 

The school has a group of volunteers who support reading, art and design, and sport as well as at social 

functions held throughout the year. 

Stoke Prior Community Primary is a school of which the village, parents, pupils and teachers can be 

inordinately proud. It is highly regarded by the local authority and OFSTED as a prime example of a first 

class learning establishment. 

 

(c) Risbury Old School 

 

There is now no school in Risbury and transport is therefore made available by the education authority for 

local pupils. However, a number of local residents recall attending the old school house (see picture on the 

right), which was built, at a cost of £500, in 1874-75. 

The history of the school began with the Education Act of 1870 that created local elected School 

Boards with a duty to establish schools. These boards were given the power to levy fees on parents, and most 



 

 

importantly to enforce attendance on children under 13 years of age; thus education for all was established 

for the first time. By 1874, over 5,000 new schools had been built! 

A deed gifting the land for the school was made on 8th June 1873 by Daniel Higford Burr of 23 Eaton 

Place, Middlesex, to the trustees, Phillip John Scudamore Stanhope, Vicar of Humber, and Lord Saye and 

Sele, The Archdeacon of Hereford. The site comprised approximately 39 perches (about ¼ acre) of land and 

previously held two cottages occupied by James Phillips and Elizabeth Brimfield, who presumably were 

rehoused in alternative accommodation. 

The two first school managers were Major Edward Nicholas Heygate of Buckland, whose family 

built The Heygate Transept at Humber Church, and John Hungerford Arkwright of Hampton Court, the 

largest landowner in the parish until the estate was broken up in the 1930s; the Arkwright family built the 

lychgate at Humber Church. 

Building progress must have gone quickly, as the datestone on the end of the schoolhouse reads 1874, 

and the schoolmaster when the school admitted its first pupils less than a year later on 15 th February 1875 

was Mr W.H. Dickens. The school consisted of two classrooms, the infants’ measuring 12ft x 16ft, and the 

main room for the older children, 25ft x 16ft. The school’s yard was divided by a palisade fence to create 

one area for the older children and a smaller area for the infants. The children entered the school via a 

small lean-to which contained pegs for coats. Two earth closets were erected in adjoining sheds, whilst 

water was drawn from a well outside the schoolhouse for the use of both the school and the schoolhouse. 

At some point books must have been available for the local villagers to borrow, for a form of ‘branch 

library’ is indicated by the remains of an enamelled sign on the sycamore tree on the roadside. Internally, 

evidence that the school was originally founded and run with a close Church of England attachment is 

present in the discovery of a brick with a cross cut into it near the apex of the roof. 

Although the number of pupils set by the school board was 61 (40 mixed and 21 infants), a total of 64 

were admitted that first day, numbers 1 to 6 being Emma, Lizzie, George, Jessie, Edward and Walter 

Bemand, children of Robert and Sarah Bemand of the Upper House Farm, Risbury. 

The register gives details of the fathers’ occupations, addresses and educational levels, with a daily 

diary kept by the schoolmaster describing visitors, weather, lessons and absentees! Fathers’ occupations are 

many and varied, including Farmer, Miller, Woodman, Gardener, Blacksmith, Shoemaker, Policeman and 

Mason. The children came from a surprisingly big area, as far as The Nash, Sparrington and Marston, also 

Steens Bridge and some from Broadfield and Buckland where their parents were employed. A long walk, in 

all weather conditions, for small children! 

Entries in the diary include the following: 

 

Friday 23rd Feb. 1875 (5 days after opening) 

I sent Mary Anne Tedstone home because she, having been warned, neglected to bring her school fee. 

 

Friday 26th Feb. 1875 (10 days after opening) 

William Ryder broke the porch window. 

 

Mar. 1st 1875 

Complaint made about Mr. Oliver interfering with Eliz Taylor on the way from school. 

 

Aug. 5th 1875 

Policeman came to warn boys about pelting certain pear trees. 

 

May 3rd 1900 

The attendance this morning is very low due to rain falling about the time children start school. Present 24 in Std 

3, 3 in Std 2, and so on. Such attendances as this morning, of which there are many during the year, retard our 

work. 



 

 

 

May 18th 1900 

A. Cross of Lower Buckland is prevented from attending school owing to an outbreak of diphtheria in his home. 

J. & E. Phillips are kept away for the same reason. 

 

Friday 5th Aug. 1910 

The ‘Schedule of Instruction’ for the year ending March 31st 1911 includes: English (Composition, Reading, 

Grammar, Recitation), Arithmetic, Geography, History, Nature Study, Needlework, Physical Training, Moral 

Behaviour and The Elementary Rules of Personal Health and Gardening. 

(Note – the vicar came in three days a week to teach Religious Education) 

 

 

Wed. 22nd May 1912 

Albert Lewis arrived after the registers were closed this afternoon. He gave the following reason for being late, ‘I 

had to take two sheep to be washed’. 

 

Apart from the visits by the Vicar to teach Religious Education, there seem to have been visitors to the 

school on most days, including the Managers, trustees and local members of the community, such as Mrs. 

Heygate, who inspected the needlework and presented prizes. The Attendance Officer also called on a 

monthly basis in the early years, with parents of habitual absentees being pursued, if necessary, through the 

courts. The diaries provide a fascinating glimpse of social history, illustrating how much country life has 

changed over the years, in particular the health of the nation and reaction to the great events of the past.  

By the time a structural survey was carried out in the 1920s the well had become polluted by the closets 

and the children were carrying water by buckets from nearby properties. However, the school did have the 

use of a 4.5 acre playing field, loaned by Mr. Richard Bemand of Risbury Court. 

In the later years of the school the roll fell below a sustainable level and led to the inevitable closure. 

However, despite the evident hardships such as illness and poverty etc. suffered by the pupils Humber seems 

to have been a happy establishment of its period. The last pupil to be entered on the roll was Rose Kimbery, 

on 7th July 1947. 

The Minister of Education finally made an Order of Closure on 20th March 1952. The Royal Assent was 

given to the Order, along with many other small schools in the county, on 19th November 1953, when all the 

remaining pupils were transferred to Stoke Prior. The property was then sold to the Bemand brothers for 

£1,600. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WALKING ROUND THE PARISH 

 

 

 

(a ) Public Rights of Way 

 

The Parish has a variety of footpaths, bridleways and quiet country lanes. The best map for the area is 

Explore 202 (Leominster and Bromyard) from the Ordnance Survey series of maps.  

By linking into neighbouring Parishes it has proved possible to devise a series of short circular walks 

from Stoke Prior; one for each day of the week. These routes can be obtained for a small fee payable to 

Stoke Prior village hall. Similarly, three walks based on Risbury and two for Marston are in preparation so 

the entire network will be covered. Some of these walks, which will number 12 in all once complete, go 

through, or near, Humber, Fairmile and Steens Bridge so everyone can get out and enjoy the countryside.  



 

 

Two of these walks are included below, our thanks going to Mr. Richard Brown, Footpaths Officer for 

the Group Parish, for kindly allowing us to use them. 

 

(b) Walk 1     Buckland, Docklow and Marston 

6.8 kilometres and 11 stiles 

 

1. At the Turning Ways crossroads on the Risbury to Pencombe road, parking may be found on the wide 

verge about 200 metres down the lane towards Marston. From there, walk back to the crossroads and turn 

right towards Risbury. After about 200 metres, turn right over a stile next to a field gate. 

2. Go straight ahead following the right-hand hedge until a corner is reached. A few paces to the right, 

continue in the original direction along a strip of land between two areas of cultivation. As the far 

boundary is approached, turn left to follow a bridleway to a hunting gate. 

3. Go through the gate and cross the field heading half right towards a chestnut tree a little way out from the 

far hedge. A stile can be seen beyond it to the left. Cross the stile and go straight ahead to the stile in the 

hedge ahead. This is to the right of a garden. 

4. Cross the stile and follow the left-hand boundary almost to the Holly Brook. Turn left over a stile next to a 

gate and follow the brook to a kissing gate in the corner of the field. 

5. Go through the gate and go straight ahead following the brook. Go through a small wooden gate and 

continue to reach a wide bridge over the brook. [1.6km] 

6.  Cross the bridge and go forward into a field. The right of way goes half right up the field towards a tree 

almost at the far side but it may be easier to follow the wide track up beside the hedge. Behind the tree is 

a gate. Go through the gate and follow the right-hand hedge. When it turns right continue ahead and 

slightly right to reach a gate in the far right-hand corner. 

7. Go through the gate onto a track and continue forwards to pass between new barns and reach the farmyard 

at Buckland. Turn left and go between the farmhouse and barns (usually containing pigs) to reach the 

access road. 

8. Turn immediately right and right again to follow a track between the barns and several other barns. 

Another track leads off downhill to the right but the walk continues ahead through a metal field gate. 

9. Follow the track along the right-hand hedge to reach a gate. Go through the gate and continue with the 

hedge now on the left. At the end of a wood, continue to a gate in the left-hand corner of the field. Go 

through the gate and go half right across a narrow field to a stile which gives access to the A44. 

10. Cross the road with care and go right to reach the church at Docklow via its car park. Leave the 

churchyard through the gate to rejoin the A44. (A few hundred metres beyond the church is the King’s 

Head.) 

11. Across from the church is a row of cottages. The walk goes through a small gate at the right-hand end of 

the row and follow the left-hand (garden) hedge to a small wooden bridge and kissing gate. 

12. Continue ahead to go to the left of a small copse surrounding a pond and reach a gate in a fence. Go 

through the gate and turn half left. Pass just to the right of a tree in midfield to find a stile to the right of a 

gate in a line of trees. 

13. Go over the stile and cross through a narrow belt of trees and go over a stile into a large field. The line of 

the path which goes half right may not be clear. Aim left of two trees which are themselves left of a 

power pole and reach the right-hand hedge at a point where two neighbouring fields meet at a gate. Go 

through the gate and slightly right to a gate in the facing hedge. 

14. Go through the gate and straight ahead along the hedge on the right. Near the end of the field, turn right 

with the hedge to reach a gate in a corner. Go through the gate and turn left to follow the hedge on the 

left. When the hedge turns to the left, continue straight across the field to reach a stile in the far hedge. It 

is to the right of some small trees in the hedge. 



 

 

15. Cross the stile and go down the bank to continue half left down towards the trees. Continue ahead to 

reach a splendid footbridge across the Holly Brook. Cross the bridge and go up the opposite bank to a 

gate. Go through the gate and follow the edge of the wood on the left before turning left in a few yards. 

[4.8 km] 

16. There is a stile at the end of the wood. Cross the stile and keep ahead above the trees lining the brook 

eventually to reach a gate about halfway up the furthermost field boundary. Go through the gate and 

follow an enclosed track between two areas of woodland. After about 200 metres, the track goes through 

a gate and becomes wider. Another track leads off to the left. This is NOT the route. Almost opposite 

there is a stile in the wire fence. 

17. Cross the stile and go left for about 20 metres gradually moving away from the fence. It can be somewhat 

overgrown with vegetation. The path goes uphill to the right following a wide break in the plantation of 

mixed trees. Keep steadily uphill to reach a corner of a field coming in from the left. 

18. Cross the wooden hurdle and continue up the field with the plantation on your right. A stile is reached 

giving access to a track. Turn right on the track and follow it until it reaches the farm buildings at Great 

Marston. Go through the gate to pass a barn on the right. The area is littered with old vehicles and other 

equipment. Continue forward to reach the main farmyard area. 

19. Keep forward to reach the end of the road into Marston. This road is followed past the old buildings of 

Lower Marston eventually to reach the parking area where the walk began. [6.8 km] 

 

(c) Walk 2     The Leasows, Fairmile, Steens Bridge and Humber  

  (number 4 in the complete series) 

    6.2 kilometres with up to 14 stiles 

 

1. From the Lamb turn right and walk to the junction. Turn left (towards Risbury) and walk past the Village 

Hall. At the junction opposite the pink house, turn left and follow the road along and up past the Old 

Rectory and Stoke Prior School to the crossroads. Cross the road and continue along the road towards 

Steens Bridge for about 80 paces to a signpost by a metal gate on the left. [1.0 km] 

2. Go through the gate and go slightly right towards the hedge corner ahead. On reaching the corner, 

continue with the hedge to your left to the end of the field where there is metal fencing. Go over the fence 

and straight ahead to meet a hedge. With this on your left hand, go up the field to the end of the hedge. 

Continue ahead across the field to a stile in the corner of a field jutting out ahead of you. Cross the stile 

and continue along the left-hand hedge to reach a gap which opens onto the main Worcester road. [1.7 

km] 

3. Cross the road with care and go slightly left to a gateway with a wooden footpath sign. Go through the 

gateway and follow the left-hand hedge down to another gateway and stile. Go through the gateway and 

walk slightly to the right across the field. At the other side of the field, go right to a metal gate. 

4. Go through the gate and descend the track in front of you. Keep ahead to go through a metal gate and 

reach steps down into the car breakers’ yard at the Leasows. Go between cars to the central aisle and turn 

right. Follow this asphalt track out to the main gate of the yard and onto the access road. [2.1 km] 

5. Continue along uphill for about 220 paces to a stile on the right hand side. Go over the stile and go right. 

Keep to the higher ground aiming for a gate into the bottom end of a wood in a corner of the field. Go 

through the gate (and over a cattle grid) to join a track. Follow this track uphill until it emerges at a minor 

road at Fairmile. There is a stile opposite. Cross the stile and go slightly left across the field to another 

stile in the corner. This leads onto the main Worcester road. Go over the stile with due regard to the 

traffic and cross to the other side. [2.9 km] 

6. Turn left to face the traffic and walk along this main road into Steens Bridge. Pass the end of the lane 

leading back to Stoke Prior and continue until you reach houses on the right at Humber Court. 



 

 

7. Turn right and continue past houses until a children’s play area is reached. Go right on the tarmac path to 

reach a stile. Cross the stile and go left between the fence and the Humber Brook to reach a field and a 

redundant stile. Go right and gradually leave the hedge and the brook to reach a stile in the facing hedge 

about 30 metres in from the corner. 

8. Cross the stile and keep straight ahead through the next field. Although the right of way goes half left to a 

gate in the facing hedge, a wooden bridge has been installed in the right-hand corner giving access to the 

next field. Cross the bridge and go half left across the field to another stile and bridge in the facing hedge 

about 30 metres in from the corner. 

9. Cross the bridge and go slightly left across the field to the top left-hand corner where there is a stile to the 

right of a gate. Go over the stile and turn right along the farm access road to a T-junction at St. Mary’s 

church in Humber. 

10. Go through the gate into the churchyard and follow the path ahead and then round to the right. Leave the 

path as it turns right again to enter the church porch. Head half left down a slight slope to reach a hedge. 

(To the right are two graves from the Great War.) Turn left alongside the hedge with undergrowth on 

your left to reach a metal gate. Go through the gate and go down to another metal gate which gives access 

to steps. Go down the steps and join the lane from Humber. 

11. Turn left on the lane and follow it down to cross the Humber Brook and then up to a crossroads. Cross 

the road to the lane leading to Stoke Prior and continue on it for a short distance to another crossroads. 

[5.2 km] 

12. Turn right and continue down for about 100 paces passing the garden to Hill Top Farm to reach a metal 

gate. Go through the gate and turn left to cross the field aiming for two power poles in line. Continue in 

the same general direction gradually moving away from the left-hand hedge to find a stile in the facing 

hedge about 50 metres in from the corner. 

13. Cross the stile into a cider orchard and continue ahead parallel to the left-hand hedge. When this hedge 

ends, go left to cross an earth bridge. Immediately go half right to cross another ditch and head for a stile 

in the far corner along an avenue of tall apple trees. You gradually approach a steep earth embankment 

which was formerly part of the branch line from Bromyard to Leominster. Go over the stile to emerge 

back on the lane into Stoke Prior. [5.8 km] 

14. Turn right and continue down past the Village Hall to the junction. This is the site where the parish pump 

stands. Turn right (towards Leominster) and shortly arrive back at the Lamb. [6.2 km] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE PARISH & DISTRICT COUNCILS 

 

 

 

(a) County Structure  

 



 

 

Traditionally local government has been divided into three tiers with Parish Councils being the grass root 

level. Parishes are then grouped together into District Councils and then the District Councils are formed into 

County Councils. 

Prior to 1974 Herefordshire was a County Council with several Rural and Urban District Councils – 

Jack Bemand, a local farmer, represented us for many years and went on to be our representative on the 

Hereford and Worcester County Council until his death in 1978, when he was succeeded by his wife 

Margaret until the 1998 reorganisation. Some Parishes had Parish Councils while some had just Parish 

Meetings once a year.  

In the early 1970s the national government decided that local government needed reorganising and in 

1973 the amalgamated County of Hereford and Worcester was formed as a shadow authority to come into 

power in 1974 (with much opposition from many people in Herefordshire). At the same time the two lower 

tiers were reorganised, with the larger parishes remaining as individual Parish Councils and the smaller ones 

being joined together to form Group Parish Councils.  

In our case the civil parishes of Humber, Stoke Prior and Ford were joined to make up one Group 

Parish Council with five representatives from Humber, five from Stoke Prior and one from Ford (Percy 

Griffiths was the first chairman). This has since changed to five representatives from the original parish of 

Humber and six from the civil parish of Stoke Prior and Ford. 

Prior to 1973 there is no evidence of Humber having a Parish Council, although records dating back to 

the mid 1800s show that Stoke Prior did. 

As for the Districts, the small Rural and Urban Councils comprising Leominster Urban, Leominster and 

Wigmore Rural (of which we were part), Kington, Weobley and Tenbury District Councils were 

amalgamated to form Leominster District Council. The wards were enlarged to cover a larger area and we 

became part of the Hatfield Ward (comprising the parishes of Bockleton, Docklow with Hampton Wafre, 

Hatfield with New Hampton, Humber, Stoke Prior with Ford and Puddleston), Mabel Brooke being our first 

councillor on the Leominster District Council (LDC). 

In the early 1990s the government decided that there was a further need to reorganise local government. 

Options were placed before the people asking what form they would like their new councils to take. To stay 

the same was not an option. After much discussion, when everyone was given the opportunity to have their 

say, the local government commission decided that Herefordshire should once again become a separate 

county with the status of an Unitary Authority – with the full name of The County of Herefordshire District 

Council, but known more colloquially as The Herefordshire Council. The new council was given the powers 

and responsibilities of both County and District Councils, including Education, Social Services, Planning, 

Refuse Collection and Disposal, Leisure and Cultural Services, Highways, Environmental Health and 

Housing.  

 

(b) Parish Council Activities 

 

Many people ask, ‘What does your Parish Council do?’ 

Well, it’s not easy to say. As noted above, other tiers of government, notably Herefordshire Council, 

have a legal duty to deliver services such as education, town and country planning, environmental health and 

social services.  

The Parish Council is an elected tier of local government, elections taking place usually every four 

years. Parish Councils have the legal power to take action in certain circumstances, but they have fewer 

duties and greater freedom to choose what action to take than District or County Councils. They can and do 

play a vital role in representing the interests of the communities they serve and hopefully work to improve 

the quality of life and the local environment. They can influence other decision makers and can, in many 

cases, deliver services to meet local needs. 



 

 

Planning, highways, traffic, community safety, housing, street lighting, allotments, cemeteries, playing 

fields, community centres, litter, war memorials, seats and shelters and rights of way are just some of the 

issues which concern Parish Councils in general.  

Our Parish Council has supported the Community Wheels scheme to ensure that the older residents may 

have the opportunity to visit Leominster for shopping, and equipment has been provided for the playgroup at 

Humber Close. It supports Community Week each year. In 2004 and 2005 our footpaths officer organised 

walks fortnightly beginning and finishing at The Lamb Public House just in time for opening!  

In the interests of highway safety a 30 mph speed limit has recently been introduced in Stoke Prior, 

Humber Close and Risbury, plus a 50 mph limit on the A44 at Steens Bridge. 

The job of the Parish Council is to represent the interests of the whole community. Occasionally there 

will be a conflict of interest requiring sensitive judgement. Making difficult decisions, in an open and 

reasoned way, is something it can only do well if the members of the community make their views known to 

the people who represent them 

The Parish Council is fully involved in the community it serves, offering help and advice to all 

residents. Where there are difficulties, such as over complex planning applications, the Council holds special 

meetings to hear the views of applicants and objectors, before submitting its views to Herefordshire Council. 

Final decisions, however, remain with Herefordshire Council. 

A good council can (and does locally) make a great deal of difference. 

Parish Councils generally do have an important role to play in protecting the quality of life within their 

area. Ours, funded by the precept (part of the Herefordshire Council tax), has the power to provide local 

facilities such as bus shelters, allotments, street lighting, play areas and the provision of this Guide. There are 

many exterior sources of funding from, for example, local, national and European government, the National 

Lottery and various charities. Usually there is a need to find part of the funding locally, which can be in kind 

or cash. Councils can also lobby the more senior authorities over many of the duties these councils have in 

the area e.g. the state of the roads, local flooding, illegal development, speed limits etc.  

To qualify for election as a Councillor a person must: 

 

• Be 21 years old or more 

• Own land or work within the area of the council, or live within three miles  

  of its boundary  

• Not be employed by the Council to which he/she wants to be elected 

• Not be bankrupt 

• Not be a foreign national 

• Not be disqualified in any other way 

 

(c) Council Responsibilities 

 

Housing used a District Council responsibility with Council estates in the towns and many of the villages, 

Humber Close being the only one in our Parish. These estates were later transferred to Housing Associations. 

This made Leominster District Council a debt free authority but the Herefordshire Council, upon 

reorganisation, swallowed up its assets.  

The Council can, and does, give grants to local voluntary organisations and other bodies working 

towards the good of the community in arts leisure and youth work etc. 

Herefordshire Council came into being in May 1997 in shadow form and then took over in April 

1998. This meant the abolition of our District Councils and the Hereford and Worcester County Council. 

Worcestershire became a County Council and continued to have District Councils. The number of 

councillors was reduced to give us 60 unitary councillors with the Herefordshire Council wards enlarged, 

mainly by joining two of the old District Council wards together. In our case, this meant the Hampton 



 

 

Court Ward and the Hatfield Ward of the old LDC being amalgamated (Mike Kimbery was elected as our 

first representative). The Parish Councils remained the same as before, but we were reduced to two tiers of 

local government.  

One further change took place in 2003 when the number of unitary councillors was reduced to 58 with 

another slight enlargement of wards.  

There is now a move by national government to introduce Regional Government which would take the 

centre of local government even further away from the grass roots, giving Herefordshire, at the most, two 

representatives, probably in Birmingham, with very little say in our local affairs. 

It is the duty of the Herefordshire Council (this applied also to the old County and District Councils 

prior to 1998) to consult with, and take into consideration the views of, the Parish Councils and other 

statutory bodies on issues that affect their areas. This is now regarded as very important in the case of 

planning applications, although there is no obligation for the Herefordshire Council to agree with these 

views. It is vitally important that when Parish Councils make representations to the Unitary Authority that 

they base their comments on the policies that are in place at that time, although they can, of course, put 

forward the, often very genuine, concerns of the people they represent in the parish. Too often in the past 

Parish Council representations, especially on planning issues, appear to have been ignored by the senior 

authority because, it has been alleged, they do not always contain any valid planning policy reasons.  

Where the Parish and Herefordshire Councils are in disagreement it is the Herefordshire Council’s point 

of view that prevails and their decision is the one that is usually upheld. On any such occasion 

communication between the two councils is essential, with the Herefordshire Council giving valid, genuine 

reasons for their position. Too often it is lack of communication that leads to both sides saying that the one is 

not taking any notice of the other. 

Another vital link between the two tiers is the part played by the local Herefordshire Councillor (or 

Councillors), especially if he or she is able, when requested, to give their views in the meetings of the Parish 

Councils within his/her ward, and willing to meet and discuss issues with any person living within the ward. 

A well organised Herefordshire Councillor can interpret the feeling of the local people, give guidance over 

county policy, and explain why the senior authority has taken the action it has. Herefordshire Council must 

say why it cannot take the action that the Parish is asking for. Additionally, a Councillor acts as ambassador 

for local people, through the Parish Council, with Herefordshire Council. He/she can also help to keep the 

local communities informed of Herefordshire Council actions that have an impact on their lives. This can be 

achieved by putting articles in any local newsletters, or the like. If anyone has a problem involving local 

authorities their local Councillors, both Herefordshire and Parish, should be able to help them with advice. 

Sometimes this advice may not be what the person enquiring wants to hear, but a good Councillor should 

always be prepared to be honest and give the advice that they believe is correct. 

If anyone is not happy with the actions of any of their Councillors they can make a complaint to the 

Standards Board (address from the County Solicitor) who will look into any such complaint and has the 

power to reprimand the Councillor in question, or take more serious action if necessary. 

About 80% of the money that Herefordshire Council spends comes from the Government and 20% 

from the Council Tax. These figures can, and do, change with government policy and are based on what the 

government believes the council should spend. If the council spends more than the government’s assessment 

then all the additional money has to come from the council tax – either that or from money borrowed by the 

council, which, of course, has to be repaid with interest. 

Parish Councils have to remember that they, together with Herefordshire Council, have a legal duty to 

work within European and national government guidelines, policies and directives. This means that 

sometimes even if the council want to do something, a more senior authority can prevent the action. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE FUTURE 

 

 

 

(a)  Change Inevitable 

 

Inevitably there will be changes in the future. With larger agricultural holdings operating on a bigger and 

bigger scale, agricultural machinery getting larger and larger and road transport haulage vehicles becoming 

longer, heavier and wider, the pressures on our road system will be greater and greater. The development of 

newer processes, e.g. polytunnels, that now require planning permission, will change the face of our 

countryside. Farmers will either become more specialised or will diversify into different lines creating their 

own niche to survive. We shall also see developments in Information Technology that will enable small 

businesses to expand working from home thus, to an extent, reducing the need for commuting.  

With people living longer, the average age of our community will undoubtedly increase, putting more 

pressure on local services and, with more elderly people from more affluent areas looking to retire to 

unspoilt countryside, our own young people will be finding it more and more difficult to find housing that 

they can afford in their own villages. At the same time, with leisure time expanding we shall see an 

increasing demand on facilities for both tourists and the local community. Walking, horse riding and cycling 

will become even more popular and will create conflict with the demands on our roads made by more and 

often larger vehicles using them. 

 

(b)  Survey Results 

 

The results of a survey, which was carried out by a short questionnaire distributed in the Parish Pump before 

Christmas 2004, and reissued in May 2006 (to help with the preparation of this Guide and to help with future 

planning) are as follows.  

 

Of the total Questionnaires distributed, 51 (20%) were returned, representing 135 people. 

 

When asked:  

 

What do you like about the area you live in and what would you like to see protected? 

 

The responses (rounded percentages) were as follows: 

One person was in favour of foxhunting, but their partner was opposed to it. 

 

 

When asked: 

 

What would you like to see in your area that is not already there? 

 

The responses (rounded percentages) were as follows: 

 

 26% Limited Low Cost Housing for local young people 

 21% Village shop and Post Office 

 14% Speed limits through villages (now provided) 



 

 

 12% Better maintained and cleaner roads with farmers cleaning up mud and  

  hedge trimmings and cutting back dangerous overgrown trees and   

 hedges  

   8% Better public transport to Hereford and Leominster with an early bus 

   4% Roadman with broom and shovel 

 

Other requests were: 

 

Bus timetables at bus stops 

A few more small businesses and tourism ventures 

Easier planning for original inhabitants for property, mobile homes and caravans 

More conversions of redundant buildings 

Pub in Risbury 

Children’s Play area 

Allotments 

Further improvements to A44 at Steens Bridge and on bend just before Leominster 

More support for Village Halls with clubs, educational courses, cinema and occasional   visits from 

welfare people 

More Parish Council led initiatives at Village Halls 

After school club and other clubs in area 

New Village Hall in Stoke Prior 

More footpaths and bridleways to help keep walkers and horse riders off the narrow   dangerous 

roads 

Restriction of heavy vehicles on the narrow roads 

More passing places on the narrow roads 

Benches in strategic places for walkers 

Encouragement for walkers and cyclists 

Better recycling facilities 

More welcoming attitude to newcomers 

NHS Dentist in Leominster (This is now in the pipeline) 

More traditional ales and ciders at the Pub 

Cinema in Leominster 

More reliable water supply 

When asked: 

 

What do you NOT want to see in your area? 

 

Top responses (rounded percentages) were: 

 

 26% New houses  

 20% Polytunnels and intensive fruit and vegetable growing 

 20% Excessive traffic especially heavy lorries and tankers 

 18% Street lighting 

 10% New houses except for limited low cost development for local young   

 people 

   8% Intensive livestock units e.g.. Pig or poultry units 

   8% Flooded roads  

 



 

 

Other replies were: 

 

New buildings 

New buildings except for Village Hall in Stoke Prior 

Large housing estates 

Town like features 

Factory type buildings without planning permission 

No more pollution by noise, light, traffic or new buildings 

Further development of any sort 

More grotty housing 

Selling land for development 

Buildings on footpaths 

More horses on roads 

Caravan Parks 

Street furniture i.e. signs on roads 

Red markings on roads showing speed limits (it’s vandalism) 

Extension of Bioganics 

Pylons or phone masts 

Accumulation outside private properties of cars that are repaired and sold (should need   licence) 

Foxhunting 

Clutter of metals used for intensive farming 

Industrialisation or urban dormitories 

Erosion of rural environment 

Ribbon development 

 

It must be stressed that the above are taken from the actual responses received and are not representative of 

the whole population. Nor do they necessarily reflect the views of the author.  

Responses to Questionnaire from Stoke Prior Primary Schoolchildren aged 7 to 11 

 

When asked what they liked about the area they lived and went to school in Replies were: 

 

Liked the countryside the fields, trees and animals (times 20) respect countryside 

Liked the wildlife (times 14) 

Liked the flowers and trees (times 6) trees absorb carbon dioxide and provide oxygen 

Liked the peaceful environment and space (times 10) 

Liked the friendly people (times 7) 

Liked the river and streams (times 5) 

Liked the footpaths (times 5) and bridleways (times 1) 

Liked their house and layout of houses (times 4) 

Liked friends in village (times 4) 

Liked Donkey Sanctuary (times 4) 

Liked Local Pub (times 3) good place for Sunday lunch 

Liked the school (times 3) a happy place to learn so much 

Liked to see people picking up rubbish (times 2) 

Liked no chewing gum or litter on the floor (times 1) 

Liked the quiet roads (times 2) 

Liked the views (times 1) 

Liked the bus shelter – can get out of rain when waiting for bus (times 1) 



 

 

Liked a park to play in (times 1) 

Liked the scenery (times 2) 

Liked Village Hall (times 1) 

Liked the sunsets (times 1) 

Liked the fresh air (times 1) 

 

When asked what they would like to see that is not already there the responses were: 

 

Play areas (times 10) also Football pitch, tennis courts and a baseball court (times 2)  

More trees (times 7) to help the environment 

More animals and wildlife (times 5) 

Cycle paths and somewhere to ride bikes off road (times 4) 

More bridleways (times 4) 

More footpaths (times 4) 

A pond (times 4) some would like it near school 

A park (times 4) 

More activities in Village Hall (times 3) 

More people walking (times 2) 

Riders clearing up Horse droppings (times 2) 

More litter bins and a waste bin for papers (times 2) 

People caring for one another and the environment (times 2) 

A skate park (times 1) 

The Post Office to sell food, toys and magazines (times 1) 

More parking at Stoke Prior School (times 2 ) 

A cycle park (times 1) 

A post Office (times 1) 

A riding centre (times 1) 

Bird boxes around the village (times 1) 

A new school in Risbury (times 1) 

More vegetables in village for a healthier diet (times 1) 

A club for older children with a gate to stop the younger children (times 1) 

Shade at school (times 1) 

 

When asked what they do NOT want to see in their area replies were: 

 

Litter and rubbish (times 20) some gets thrown from car windows 

Polytunnels (times 13) 

Big lorries and vans (times 9) 

People exceeding the speed limits (times 5) 

People swearing (times 4) 

More cars (times 2) 

Factories and tarmac (times 2)  

Horses on the road (times 1) 

Hedge trimmings on the road (times 1) 

Horse droppings on road (times 1) 

More houses (times 1) 

The sewer where it is now (times 1) 

Pollution of rivers and streams (times 1) 



 

 

Trees being felled (times 1) 

People kissing (times 1) 

People smoking, drinking and fighting (times 1) 

 

Thirty-four children between the ages of 7 and 11 filled in the questionnaire (19 girls and 15 boys). As can 

be seen from their responses they have shown a maturity and responsibility that would put many adults to 

shame. They are a credit to their school and to their parents, and help to make the belief in the future of our 

planet more secure.  

One of the main concerns that was shown up from answers to the questionnaires was the problem of 

vehicles getting larger and heavier on our small rural roads. 

 

(c) Future Planning Suggestions 

 

As can be seen from the survey most people (adult and children) want to retain the rural peace and 

tranquillity of our area. Culture, in its widest sense, seems to be the thread that binds the community 

together. It is the beauty of our countryside, more activities in our village halls, community week, the 

painting groups, gardening club, a successful football team, the excellent school, the retention of the area as 

it is with only limited further development, the village pub, the churches and the friendly communities etc. 

that makes our Parish so attractive to both locals and newcomers and it is up to everyone to work together to 

keep it so.  

This will mean keeping a close watch on developments and trying to ensure that planning policies give 

us adequate protection from unsuitable projects, whilst at the same time not stifling legitimate expansion. All 

planning applications for our area are presented to the Parish Council for their observations and 

recommendations, whilst the actual decision is taken by the Herefordshire Council (or whatever its successor 

may be). Any person who wishes to comment may do so in writing to either, or both, of the councils 

(Herefordshire or Parish) and may, by giving prior notice, speak at the meetings where the applications are 

discussed. All comments should be concise, relevant to the application and contain valid planning reasons 

for them. 

The Parish Council will need to work closely with whatever type of Local/Regional Government 

evolves over the next few years. There is a suggestion that Parish Councils should be given more actual 

decision-making powers. This would mean, with more statutory powers, more work for the Clerk and in the 

larger Parish Councils, e.g. Hereford, Leominster and Bromyard, probably more paid staff. It would have to 

be decided whether the extra costs involved (an increase in the Parish Precept sector of the Council Tax) 

would be justified by the additional work. In Planning, for example, decisions could, and inevitably at some 

time in the future will, be challenged and if an appeal was upheld costs could be awarded against the Council 

that made any such decision. 

A special watch will need to be kept over any intensive and intrusive developments in agriculture or 

other industrial expansion into the countryside with the conversion of redundant farm buildings, with more 

enforceable, but fair, planning policies. There is a need to ensure that all developments are environmentally 

friendly and that the road network is protected and able to carry any additional traffic. 

One of the effects of change will be the increasing number of foreign students who come, often from 

Eastern Europe, to help with fruit, vegetable and hop picking in the area. This can cause problems with 

overloading local services. Of course they also have a beneficial impact on the local economy through their 

purchasing power, although most students are here to raise funds for their education. 

If we wish to see our indigenous young people being able to purchase properties and remain in the area, 

enforceable low cost housing policies must be introduced. Parish Councils should be encouraged to 

investigate, in a scientific manner, the need for long term low-cost rural housing and present the findings to 

the senior authority in a meaningful way. It will also be important to identify possible sites for the provision 



 

 

of low-cost housing that are acceptable to the community. With the demand for rural housing growing, the 

people making planning decisions will need to investigate very closely requests for agricultural (or other 

rural) ties to be placed on development. They need to ensure that any requests are not made just to gain 

planning permission and get a dwelling in the open countryside only to find shortly afterwards that an 

application to have the condition removed has been made.  

With ever increasing legislation from both Westminster and Brussels impacting on the direction in 

which our countryside develops, it becomes more and more important that whatever the future holds, it is up 

to all of us to play our part in ensuring that it evolves along the lines that we would wish for, or at least as 

near as possible bearing in mind the constraints placed by legislation. Too often people say ‘we can’t do 

anything’, but it is by people power that laws and rules can be changed. We do need to speak out for what is 

good and against that which is not. 

Always remember that one raindrop does not make a flood, but when you get a downpour it can 

happen. 

 

So what needs to be done to attempt to secure the future that we want, as shown in the responses to the 

questionnaire, and by whom? 

 

Much of the future course of development will be in the hands of Herefordshire Council who will have to 

make the decisions as to whether a project should go ahead or not. The Parish Council also has an important 

part to play in ensuring that local views are fully considered. The councillor for the Hampton Court Ward of 

Herefordshire Council is another important player and should always be listening to his constituents, 

although he/she has to observe the policies of the Council and after hearing all representations, has to make 

up his/her mind how to act on all issues. Individual members of the public can, and should be encouraged to, 

express their opinions to any of the above. Members of the various village organisations (Parochial Church 

Councils, Village Hall Committees, School Governors, Gardening Clubs Social Clubs etc.) can all influence 

how the area shapes up.  

Some of the issues are: 

 

• Low Cost Housing 

The Unitary Development Plan will allow the provision of low cost housing where other development would 

not be permitted. 

A survey carried out showed that 71% of local residents would be in favour of a small development of 

affordable housing within the Group Parish if there were to be a proven need. At present, the Group Parish 

has a relatively low proportion of socially rented stock – 9% of dwellings compared to 15% for 

Herefordshire as a whole. At the time of the survey in 2007, 16 households with a potential need for 

affordable housing were identified in the Group Parish. Although some of these may be accommodated by 

movement within and out of the Parish, it is clear that a need still exists. A genuine long-term need is 

required to be shown with strong local support and a suitable site, or sites, so as to meet the requirements of 

planning policies. 

 

• Village Shop and Post Office 

As mentioned elsewhere, a part time Post Office exists in Stoke Prior but there is no shop. It would be 

difficult to justify the provision of full time facilities without a strong commitment of support from a 

substantial number of local residents. In some areas local people have formed a syndicate to run a communal 

establishment. This would involve finding appropriate premises and enough people to run the shop. There 

are initiatives and some funding available to help anyone wishing to develop a community facility, but it 

does mean a dedicated commitment from these people. 

 



 

 

• Speed Limits 

Following strong representations by the Parish Council, Herefordshire Council has now provided these. 

 

• Better-maintained and cleaner roads 

The maintenance of the roads is the responsibility of Herefordshire Council with the Parish Council 

identifying problems and lobbying the senior authority to carry out necessary work. Keeping the highways 

clean is a shared responsibility between Herefordshire Council and the landowners of adjacent fields. 

Farmers are obliged to clean up any mud they deposit on the highway and they should also make sure any 

hedge trimming etc. do not obstruct the highway or the ditches.  

Herefordshire Council runs a scheme whereby the local Parish Council, if it wishes, can employ a 

lengths-man (roadman) to keep the roads clear of rubbish. The Herefordshire Council will pay the Parish 

Council an amount of money based on the length of public highway there is within the Parish.  

Herefordshire Council can place restrictions on vehicle size and length on narrow twisting roads but if 

they do, there has to be a suitable alternative route and access has to be allowed to properties on any such 

road.  

 

• Better Public Transport 

This depends on there being enough demand for the service and, if additional services are provided, enough 

customers to make it viable (with, possibly, a subsidy from Herefordshire Council or even national 

government). Here again, representations from the Parish Council are needed to give extra weight to any 

requests. The Parish Council is provided with timetables for the bus stops, which they regularly update.  

 

• More small business and tourism ventures and conversion of redundant buildings 

These have to fall within the constraints of planning policies and regulations and therefore have to be 

carefully thought out. For any planning application the Parish Council is consulted as a statutory body. They 

can, and do, respond with their opinions, which are usually based on genuine planning reasons. Any member 

of the public can make representations to either the Parish Council or Herefordshire Council, or both.  

 

• Protection from Intensive livestock or fruit and vegetable units  

Livestock units have to go through an intensive planning process that includes an environmental impact 

assessment and are often controversial. The large fruit and vegetable developments that involve the erection 

of controversial structures such as polytunnels are now to be subjected to the same process.  

 

Issues such as benches for walkers, children’s play areas, allotments, more clubs, street lighting etc. are 

mainly issues that the local community and Parish Council need to work to resolve.  

 

Which future do we want? 

 

 

 

 

 

or 

 

 

 

 

           



 

 

Or something in-between? 

 

People power THROUGH their elected representatives, both at local and national level, can help to 

determine the answer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN CONCLUSION 

 

 

 

This is who we are and this is our Group Parish. But where we came from, and how we got here, is a 

different story. Fragmentary evidence around us gives a tantalising glimpse into the past: the hill fort at 

Risbury tells us that our ancestors lived here 2,500 years ago; the straight stretch of road past the Drum and 

the remains of a settlement at Blackwardine tell us that the Romans were here. Early written records, such as 

the Domesday Book, tell us a little of how our 11th-century predecessors lived. Aerial photographs and the 

exploration of man-made land formations provide us with information on ancient field systems, old tracks 

and ruined buildings, long since disappeared. But to see how our origins and development fit in to the grand 

order of British history requires detective work of heroic proportions. It means following up clues through a 

mass of fragmentary documents and records. Interested readers can follow the trail by dipping into the 

remaining two chapters of this book (13 and 14) where some of the evidence is laid out for you. 

Reading through this history will show you that there have been a number of major influences that have 

affected the way our community has developed. The church has been massively important, as has been our 

proximity to Leominster and the cathedral city of Hereford. The political systems of the times, the control by 

Royalty and the great land owning families and such government as existed, have all had a profound 

influence on our small corner of England. The closeness of Herefordshire to Wales must have made us seem 

like some far-flung ‘foreign’ outpost in the days of limited transport and non-existent roads. The Welsh 

influence is considerable. 

The area has always been one of the most rural in England. As you will have seen in Chapter 3 this has 

been, and remains, a major agricultural community, benefiting from rich soil, plentiful water supply and 

relatively mild climate. However there have been many changes in the use of the land over the centuries. The 

Norman manorial system, field enclosures, changes in land ownership and innovative farming methods have 

all altered the pattern of our farms and estates. 

Over the last century, increased mechanisation and larger and larger fields have had an effect on the 

overall population. Fewer local people are needed to work the land. This is just one factor in population 

change. Where there is better transport (chiefly by car) many people from outside have moved into the Parish 

although they may work some distance away, or be retired. The beautiful and tranquil nature of our Parish 

makes it a very attractive place to live, despite the limitations of public transport and local facilities. The 

population is changing, as you have seen in Chapter 5, but the shape of the Parish has remained constant for 

many years. The great estates may have been broken up and farmland has changed hands, but we remain a 

small rural community with two villages, several hamlets and other properties dotted around. 

However, nothing remains the same for ever. For example, a recent document has been sent out from 

Central Government under the 2004 Planning Act, requiring local authorities to produce new strategies for 

the environment. These will replace the existing UDPs (Unitary Development Plans). In essence 

Herefordshire will be required to permit the building of a large number of new houses over the next few 



 

 

years. The number of houses has been fixed and is not open to negotiation, but their distribution is up to the 

local people to decide. 

The bulk of the new housing could be concentrated on Hereford, or it could be shared amongst the main 

market towns or it could be spread amongst the other towns and villages in the County. This inevitably 

means a change in Herefordshire’s planning procedures. As with many initiatives our Group Parish Council 

and other local groups are being consulted on this, so that the best and most beneficial option can be chosen. 

But there is no option to do nothing. Our surrounding area will change. This is just one initiative – there will 

certainly be others. We must be sure we are alert and participate, whenever we have the opportunity, to 

influence how the Parish may change for the very best in the future. 

In the pages of our Guide to the Parish we have held up a mirror to ourselves and our way of life as it is 

today. This is who we are. This is our book. This is our Group Parish of Humber, Ford and Stoke Prior, 

2008. 

 

 

 

 

THE EARLY HISTORY OF  

THE GROUP PARISH TO 1300 

 

 

   

NOTE: The account in this and the following chapter endeavours to place the comparatively small amount 

of information specifically relating to our group parish into the context of local and national history where 

events impacted on the lives of our parishioners. In contrast to today Herefordshire was once often in the 

centre of national politics, being so close to the border with Wales. 

 

(a)     THE IRON AGE 

 

The earliest evidence of human occupation in our Parish is the hill fort of Risbury Camp which probably 

dates back to 300 or 500 B.C. and is part of a circle of such forts round Leominster. It is in a comparatively 

low lying position on a flat topped hillock, bordered by Holly Brook to the north and Humber Brook to the 

west. 

The elaborate and well preserved defences, which appear to have been constructed in several phases, 

cover an area of 7 hectares (over 15 acres), enclosing a relatively small settlement covering about half that 

area. Roman finds have been made within the Camp itself suggesting that occupation continued well into the 

1st/2nd centuries A.D. For further details see Appendix 6. 

It should be noted that Risbury Camp is on private land and part of a working farm, so access is only 

available after permission has been obtained from the owners at Risbury Court. 

(b)     THE ROMAN PERIOD 

 

Roman occupation in the vicinity is well established. The unclassified road running north-south from 

Risbury to Stockton Cross (beyond The Drum) is known to have formed part of a Roman road, and 

excavations along its course have revealed part of a carefully constructed metalled surface. 

At Blackwardine, lying northwest of Humber and immediately east of the Roman road, significant 

remains have been found of a Roman-British settlement. Excavations carried out during the 19th and 20th 



 

 

centuries produced artefacts and at least one stone building with a mosaic floor. Information about the date 

and the extent of the settlement await more detailed archaeological investigation. 

The available evidence suggests that Blackwardine was occupied during the late 1st century to the 4th 

century A.D., possibly continuing into the 6th century. It appears to have been a large but scattered village 

settlement, possibly a string development along an east-west route joining up with the known Roman road 

running north-south. Little is known about the eventual decline and departure of the inhabitants. The name 

Blackwardine means literally ‘dark enclosure’ which may point to its still being a farmstead in the Anglo-

Saxon period. A record of about 1220 refers to ‘assarting’ (clearing away the woodland) on Priory land at 

‘Blackwardyn, 106 acres’. 

 

(c)     THE EARLY HISTORY OF THE LEOMINSTER AREA 

 

The history of our Group Parish is intimately connected with the history of Leominster and its Priory, so it 

will be helpful to look at the medieval history of the area as a whole. The story is not widely known and 

begins about 660 A.D. 

The area was ruled by King Merewalh (or Merewald) of Mercia, which was the land west of the river 

Severn. He was visited by a godly monk called Edfrith, from Northumbria, through whom he became a 

sincere believer and received baptism into the Christian faith. As a result of his conversion Merewalh 

founded religious houses at Leominster and Much Wenlock, initially to act as local bases for missionary 

priests. 

Of considerable significance in the centuries to follow, King Merewalh endowed the Leominster 

foundation with the town and a large area of land and settlements in the surrounding countryside that 

included most of the Humber-Ford-Stoke Prior district. This was the basis of the unusually large and wealthy 

‘Manor’ (i.e. estate) of Leominster which was to remain essentially stable until the 19th century. Indeed it is 

still the basis of the structure of land ownership of our part of north Herefordshire today. 

As Edfrith came from the northeast of England, his tradition was a Celtic form of the Christian faith as 

brought over from Ireland by Aidan to his base in Iona and Lindisfarne. Thus the worship in Leominster 

reflected its Celtic origins and some of their distinctive features could still be found many generations later. 

Edfrith (or Eadfrith) became Bishop of Lindisfarne and died in 721. 

At this time relationships with the Welsh were stable, so King Merewalh felt able to make over this 

unusually generous tract of countryside to the new religious house at Leominster. However our forbears the 

Mercians began to move westward and by the late 600s there was increased tension with the Welsh. 

Also at this time the centre of influence moved from Leominster to Hereford. A cathedral was founded 

there in the Roman tradition, as established at Canterbury and differing to some extent from Edfrith’s Celtic 

tradition. Bishop Tyrhtel was installed at Hereford c.668 A.D.; the minster at Leominster became a 

monastery in the Roman Benedictine tradition, with St. Haemma as its first Abbot. 

Offa became King of Mercia in 757 A.D. and later drove back the Welsh and made his famous ‘Dyke’ 

the border. Next came the Viking invasion starting about 787 and although Gloucester was captured, the 

Danes did not reach Worcester and Herefordshire, and therefore our area of Humber – Stoke Prior seems to 

have remained unmolested. Offa died in 796 and a long period of stability ensued. 

Moving on to the 10th century. King Athelstan’s claim to the throne of this area was recognised by 

Mercia c.924 A.D. He was a forceful leader and within three years the Welsh acknowledged him and 

agreed to pay an annual tribute of gold and silver. He used part of this wealth to indulge his passion for 

collecting old manuscripts, books, relics of the saints and so on. Many of these precious items he 

presented to religious foundations and dioceses in different parts of the country. Leominster was a 

beneficiary of a number of important relics. In those days relics of saints and holy men were highly 

venerated, often for their supposed powers of healing. Thus, although the political and military focus had 



 

 

moved to Hereford, Leominster attracted many pilgrims thus ensuring it remained a significant religious 

and cultural centre.  

About this time, or soon after, we find that Leominster was housing nuns rather than monks, though the 

details of the change are unknown. The spiritual needs of the nuns together with those of the surrounding 

villages such as ours, were looked after by a team of ‘prebendary’ clergy. 

King Canute (994-1035), of seaside fame, appointed Godwin to be Earl of the West Saxons. Godwin 

was a good public speaker, wealthy and influential. His daughter Edith was to become Queen by marrying 

Edward the Confessor – he who built Westminster Abbey. Godwin’s elder son was Earl Swein (Sweyn or 

Swegen) of the western counties. Swein caused a great local scandal when he surrounded Leominster in 

1046 and forcibly carried off the Abbess Eadgifu from the minster. They never married, but they had a son, 

Hakon. The Earl died in 1052 on his way back from a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

Queen Edith, king Edward the Confessor’s wife, received the Manor of Leominster and became 

protector of the nuns there. When the Abbess Eadgifu returned from her abduction after about a year, she had 

to retire from her position and Edith provided her with the house of Fencote and some land, as her own 

property, which is recorded in the Domesday Book. After her death it reverted back to the Royal Manor of 

Leominster. 

To complete the story of Earl Godwin’s family, his younger son Harold became Earl of Hereford in 

1058 and later King of England – the one who died at Hastings in 1066. 

The Earl Ralph succeeded the Earl Swein on the latter’s death in 1052 and became responsible for the 

protection of our area (Mercia), but he was not up to the task. Trouble loomed from the west. Gruffydd ap 

Llywelyn became king of the Welsh in 1039 until his death in 1063. He was a fearsome leader and 

defeated the English at Crossford in 1044. He then took advantage of the death of Earl Swein and defeated 

Earl Ralph and his allies in the battle of the ‘Bridge’ at Leominster in 1052. After capturing the town  he 

strengthened its defences and the Minster suffered considerable damage. Three years later he took 

Hereford, sacked the new Cathedral, killed the clergy and burned the city – hence the loss of all written 

Hereford records up to that time. 

Ralph died two years later and Herefordshire was added to Harold’s earldom of Wessex to strengthen 

the defences against the Welsh. Harold sensibly made peace with Gruffydd who was, by now, wealthy and 

honoured. For six years or so the borders were quiet, then trouble flared up again and Gruffydd was killed 

in a battle with Harold in 1063. 

 

(d)     THE NORMAN CONQUEST 

 

Meanwhile the extensive Manor of Leominster passed into the royal hands of Queen Edith after 1052. 

Some time later the Minster ceased to house nuns and seems to have fallen into further disrepair, though no 

doubt continuing to house the priests who looked after the needs of the local population including 

Humber/Stoke Prior. Then came the major changes arising from King William I’s conquest of England in 

1066. His encyclopaedic Domesday survey of 1086 provides us with the earliest written accounts of our 

Group Parish. Interestingly they also include details of the Anglo-Saxon land ownership at the time of the 

Conquest. For example the sub-manor of Risbury was held by Earl Edwin, that of Ford by one Alfward, and 

that of Wickton by Alwin. 

Queen Edith died in 1075 and by the time of the 1086 Survey a quarter of her large holdings in 

Leominster Manor had been removed and given to favoured Norman knights. The Manor itself had been 

well organised. It was divided up into four administrative areas or ‘herneys’ (the old Anglo-Saxon term 

continued to be used) of Luston, Stocton, Ivington and Stoke (Prior). 

These were sub-divided into 16 ‘Members’ which included Marston (Stannett) along with Stoke Prior. 

In addition there were some three dozen sub-manors which included Humber, Ford, Risbury and Wickton. 

By 1086 three of these sub-manors had been given to Norman Lords as follows: 



 

 

 

  Humber Roger de Lacy  3½ Hides 

  Ford  Ralph de Tosny  1 Hide 

  Risbury William de Scohies 2 Hides 

 

One hide would be about 120 acres. Roger de Lacy owned Ludlow and Weobley Castles and rapidly became 

the major landowner of the area; in fact the family remained dominant until 1241 when the Mortimers took 

over. 

The Domesday entry for Risbury is more detailed than that for Humber and worth quoting at length. As 

well as two hides it had ‘two ploughs held in lordship; the inhabitants numbered one villein [bonded tenant], 

three bordars [smallholders] and four slaves’. Land inflation is no modern Herefordshire phenomenon – 

Risbury had tripled in value in the 20 years between 1066 and 1086, from 20 to 60 shillings. Mention is also 

made of a mill at Risbury valued at four shillings. It may have stood on the site of the present mill, although 

the present buildings dates from the 1700s with later alterations (see Chapter 2). 

Sadly Domesday provides no separate details for Stoke Prior as, being a herney, it is lumped in with 

Leominster. Wickton (probably our Wickton) was held by Urso of Abetot, but ‘Roger de Lacy holds this 

manor by exchange from Urso’, a point not clarified elsewhere in Domesday. Marston is a strange case as it 

has no less than five separate mentions in Domesday which are not easy to reconcile. There may be reference 

to Upper and Lower Marston as separate manors and there may be another village with the same name not 

far away. In one of the two clearest entries Saeric handed on his ½ hide (60 acres) to his son Godmund and 

the other says that Ludi held it until the Conquest and then the king gave it to Rayner Carpenter. 

 

(e)     THE FOUNDATION OF LEOMINSTER PRIORY  

 

We come now to Leominster’s long standing connection with Reading and its distant but important 

influence on our Group Parish. King Henry I (1100-1136) laid the foundation stone of Reading Abbey on 

18th June 1121. He was leading a large force to repel Welsh raiders. His route took him via the still sizable 

Manor of Leominster. The thought came to him that it would be good to re-build the minster and present it 

to Reading as a kind of outpost, integral but subservient. Thus a royal monastic foundation in two parts 

was born, placed at strategic points on the route from London travelling west. Henry’s royal successors 

used this accommodation ‘as of right’ with heavy financial implications for both institutions in the years to 

come. 

Henry’s interest in the Benedictine foundations at Reading and Leominster was no accident. He was the 

youngest of William the Conqueror’s three sons and had received an excellent education at the monastery at 

Abingdon. He was fluent in Latin, widely read in the literature of the day and had taken the trouble to learn 

English, so was popular with the people. He also married Matilda, daughter of Margaret, Queen of Scotland. 

 

Like his father, William the Conqueror, Henry I had been deeply attracted by the grandeur and ceremony of the 

liturgy at the great reformed Benedictine monastery at Cluny in Burgundy. (Hillaby p.54) 

 

Henry helped fund the completion of the huge edifice at Cluny which was dedicated by the Pope in 

1130. Seven years before this the Pope had issued a ‘bull’ (document) promising to protect Reading Abbey 

and its daughter priory in Leominster. Their foundation document, or the ‘King’s Royal Charter’, is dated 

1123 A.D.; the priories were now freed from Cluny rule, but continued to use its liturgy – forms of religious 

services – in the priory. 

The Abbot at Reading retained the authority to appoint or remove the Prior at Leominster; a source of 

irritation to subsequent bishops of Hereford. The Priory gained its income from its estates, from local courts 



 

 

and from local churches and chapels. These latter were listed in another key document or ‘Charter’, also of 

1123: 

 

The Bishop of Hereford Richard de Capella came to Leominster and called a jury of ‘ancient and trustworthy 

men’ to vouch, in his presence, for those places owing obedience, and thus financial dues, to the newly founded 

priory, as successor of the ancient minister. These Capella listed in a charter, formally confirming their 

obedience to the Abbot of Reading. This identified 39 places. (Hillaby p.59) 

 

Among the places listed are: 

 

  Forda (Ford)   Risebiria (Risbury) 

  Humbra (Humber)  Stokes (Stoke Prior) 

 

Thus the tithes, offerings and fees due from our group parish were paid to Abbot Hugh of Reading and 

collected by the Prior of Leominster. Some places were left out because they were too ‘antiquated’ (or too 

small?), which presumably applied to Marston and Wickton. 

The Abbot of Reading did not just collect the money and appoint the Prior; his overall authority had to 

be upheld – very often to the annoyance of the locals. About 1130 the Archdeacon of Hereford appointed a 

chaplain to the Chapel at Ford (evidence for an early structure there), but the Abbot complained, successfully 

as it turned out, to the Archbishop of Canterbury and the Archdeacon had to have him removed. 

Less than 90 years later the small ‘two-cell Romanesque’ chapel at Ford was again in the ecclesiastical 

news. About 1218 Bishop Hugh de Mapenore of Hereford allowed Prior Walter at Leominster to use the 

dues of the chapel to help support the work of hospitality and the care of the poor at the Priory: 

 

The country folk of Ford and its vicinity maintained an interest in the almonry.There are records of a range of 

small grants in free, pure and perpetual alms, in return for which the donors requested prayers for the repose of 

their own souls and those of other members of their family. William of Ford gave a piece of meadow and John 

Liulf one acre ... William son of Luke granted the services (labour) due from specified lands held by Matthew 

Urry, Walter Luke, William of Wiggeton [Wickton], Henry of Humber and Stephen de Lane. In a second charter 

he granted the services due from Richard son of Gerald for a messuage [house] and 8 acres in Stoke [Prior]. For 

the ‘salvation of the souls of her parents, ancestors and successors’ the widow Alitia, daughter of Peter de la 

Stone, granted the almonry 2 acres and later a further acre. Hugh le Stane gave one acre, Robert of Wiggeton 2 

acres and John Medicus 12 acres. (Hillaby p.118) 

 

The Priory continued to acquire land in Ford by purchase; 28½ acres on one occasion and 14 on 

another.  

During the change over from Minster to Priory, clergy continued to minister to the needs of the people 

in the town and to the local villages. It is important to note the tensions, checks and balances concerning land 

ownership in our group parish and the surrounding area at that time. There was the Priory (of royal 

foundation), the sovereign himself, the Lords of the Marches (most owing their titles and hence their 

allegiance to the sovereign), the Bishop and some small local landowners. This general pattern would 

continue for more than 500 years. 

 

(f)     THE 1100s 

 

Stephen followed Henry I as king. He was friendly and generous as a character but no ruler. Anarchy 

prevailed as the nobles fought each other for power. Our west country area tended to support Stephen’s 

cousin Matilda in her bid for the throne. About 1140 the king visited Leominster chasing Miles, Sheriff of 



 

 

Gloucester; it was only some fast talking and the claiming of neutrality that saved our area from becoming 

embroiled in the dispute. 

Some ten years later Walter del Mans and his wife Agnes held the Manor of Humber. It is recorded that 

the Bishop of Hereford, Gilbert Foliot, witnesses the gift of Portlinton meadow to Leominster Priory and ‘at 

the request of the monks ... has consecrated a cemetery at their chapel of Humber, on condition that one body 

only is buried there, the rest with their bequests being taken to Leominster as previously’. A few years later 

Walter and Agnes gave the ‘church’ of Humber to Brecon Priory, the gift being confirmed by Roger, Earl of 

Hereford. Why Brecon is not known, but it explains why the Prior of Brecon was key to the appointment of 

Humber vicars recorded from 1352 to 1537. It is worth noting that Bodenham church had already been given 

to Brecon as well; neighbouring Broadfield had been largely transferred from Leominster to Bodenham, so 

the Priory lost the income from two parishes within a short space of time. Presumably the Humber 

chapel/church referred to was an earlier structure than the oldest parts of our present building. 

At the request of Nicholas of Maund, lord of Risbury manor, Bishop Foliot also consecrated a cemetery 

at Risbury with the monks’ consent ‘as a sanctuary for the men ... Nicholas has given the monks the full tithe 

of his men’s land and 2 acres from each virgate, and from his own demesne 12 acres and half his tithe during 

his life, the whole after his death’. The reference to sanctuary may indicate a date during the troubled times 

of Stephen’s reign. There was no Chapel or church in Risbury until a later lord of the manor, Robert 

Malherbe, was allowed a private chapel there by Reading Abbey, perhaps about 1270. No trace remains and 

it is interesting to guess where the cemetery and private chapel might have been – most likely in the vicinity 

of the present Risbury Court. 

The general civil unrest gave rise to much local poverty. About the time he consecrated the cemetery 

the Bishop visited Leominster Priory and found it to be in a sorry state. He issued a statement that all who 

could should bring their gifts there. Everything changed when Henry II became king. A man of strong 

character and good memory, who spoke five languages and was of European stature, he was respected for 

his wisdom and justice. 

He made peace with Wales and restricted the effects of taxation, giving stability and hence prosperity to 

our region. The west front of the Priory goes back to this period. Law and order were restored and he 

confirmed Leominster’s three day fair, starting on 29th June, in 1170. Fairs and markets were important to 

our village forebears. As well as buying and selling came the change of scene, social interaction, meeting 

other parts of the family and catching up with the news both local and national. Since the earliest days 

buying and selling had taken place at the Priory gates as the economic centre of the area. 

Richard I came to the throne in 1189; he was an expert in war, but also a poet, actor and musician. He 

was bound up with the Crusades and only visited England twice during his 10 year reign, once for three 

months and once for two months. Nevertheless he found time in 1189 to confirm Leominster’s three day fair 

on 29th June and another on 26th October. He sent Archbishop Baldwin to Leominster to raise money, and the 

Archbishop was received with honour by Prior Osbertus. The Archbishop was also witness to the granting of 

Dinmore Manor to the Knights Hospitaller. The Crusades were expensive and in 1193 the Priory monks gave 

the proceeds of all their wool sales, together with cash and plate, to the cause. The other aspect of Richard’s 

reign which would have a subtle but profound effect on ‘our parishioners’ was that weights and measures 

became standardised. 

 

(g)     THE 1200s 

 

John’s reign was a disaster. He lost most of our territory in France, used harsh methods and was constantly 

short of money. He raided church funds, delayed making church appointments so he could have the salaries 

and raised the anger of Pope Innocent III over the appointment of the Archbishop of Canterbury. The Pope 

placed an ‘interdict’ on the whole nation (an unprecedented action) which lasted seven years. Its effect was 



 

 

to close all the churches and deny all the sacraments to the people except baptism and hearing the confession 

of the dying. 

Local people would have felt cruelly treated by this action as their church services would have been 

held outside; yet the Marcher lords would not support King John. One of their number, William de Braose 

based at Weobley Castle, actively opposed the king. He attacked and burned half of Leominster in 1210 and 

laid siege to the Priory. After some weeks it capitulated, and suffered heavy damage and fines. Just before 

his death in 1216 King John visited Leominster, renewed its charter and gave other privileges as a reward for 

its ‘loyalty’. Leominster was rebuilt to a slightly different layout, which is basically the pattern we can see 

today. The previous year, it will be remembered, the king had been forced to sign the 60 sections of the 

famous Magna Carta. 

Also about this time William son of Walkelin sold 1½ virgates (approximately 45 acres) of land in 

Stoke Prior for 47 marks (about £30) to the Abbot of Reading, but a query arose about the deal and the 

‘final concord’ with Abbot Simon was not reached for another six years. Further to this Abbot Simon was 

in a dispute with Adam ‘dean and vicar of Humber’ which was eventually settled by three judge-delegates 

of Pope Honorius III. It concerned Adam Malherbe’s men attending Humber Church; Malherbe was lord of 

Risbury Manor. Abbot Simon conceded that they could attend ‘the chapel of Humber with their offerings, 

saving to the Abbey all tithes of Risbury and to the mother church of Leominster bequests and the burial of 

the dead’. In addition the Humber vicar had to pay Reading 3 shillings p.a., an arrangement to which the 

prior of Brecon gave his assent. 

About 1217 Ford Chapel came under the responsibility of the Vicar of Leominster. But it is recorded 

that between 1216 and 1219 the ½ mark (about 6 shillings or a peasant’s wages for two years) paid by Ford 

Chapel to Leominster had been appropriated by the monks at the Priory. Bishop Giles in a statement 

confirmed the sum to be paid by Leominster Vicarage to the Priory concerning Ford. This was followed up 

in 1220 by Bishop Hugh (Foliot) writing to the ‘Dean of Humber’ ordering that the monks of the Priory 

should have Ford Chapel. Two years later the Abbots of Reading and Gloucester agreed that the tithes from 

Humber should henceforth go to Gloucester for an annual fee of 9 shillings, though why this arrangement 

was made is not known. 

Henry III’s reign began in 1216 when he was 9 years old, and lasted for 56 years. He was extravagant 

and sharp tongued but excelled at art and pageantry. His rule was harsh and guided by his favourites, rather 

than his barons and this led to discontent and instability. Wool production was becoming the key to success 

for our area; when 20 years old the king granted Leominster a second Autumn Fair in 1227 which gave a 

boost to the incomes of our people. But soon hostilities with Wales restarted and local people were ordered 

not to trade over the border. 

Prior Thomas made a big payment to Llywelyn the Great, leader of the Welsh, as protection money. 

This seemed to work as a truce, The Peace of Middle, was declared in 1234 and the prosperity of the area 

resumed, as evidenced in the renewed building programme at the Priory where the South Nave was 

consecrated five years later.  

Leominster market day remained on Sunday (despite objections from Church and King) until 1218 

when it was moved to Thursday. This caused great local discontent and the following year it was moved to 

Saturday. This in turn upset the citizens of Hereford with their own Saturday market. Eventually their 

objections were upheld and Leominster’s market day was changed to Friday in 1237. Having a market just 

before Hereford actually brought Leominster financial advantage, though in 1335 the day was changed again 

to Tuesday where it remained for some 500 years before it was joined in due course once again with the 

Friday market. 

The annual fairs were of more importance to our parish forebears than market days. In 1265 the king 

gave Leominster an additional four day fair starting on 29th September. Hereford again objected, successfully 

as it turned out. But in 1282 Edward I stepped in and granted another four day fair on 27th September and a 



 

 

new spring fair. More objections from Hereford and eight years later the Leominster autumn fair settled 

finally on 26th October. 

Back to parish matters. About 1250 it was recorded that Walter of Humber was ‘granger’ of Reading 

Abbey. This was a responsible post as he was in charge of all the barns and foodstuffs on which the monks 

relied. He approached William son of Roger, a local Reading resident, agreeing to buy his land for 4 

shillings together with ‘a tunic and the rent owed of 18 shillings’(!). 

Meanwhile the Barons’ revolt against Henry III was well under way. Rebuilding Westminster Abbey 

and unsuccessful ventures into Europe precipitated a financial crisis for the king and resulted in civil war. 

The action became centred on Herefordshire with the Marcher lords remaining loyal to the king. Hereford 

was captured in 1263 and much confusion followed in our locality. In 1266 the Priory was attacked by 

outlaws who stole property and set fire to part of Leominster, but the following year the Peace of 

Montgomery brought a stop to the fighting with ‘Prince’ Llywelyn of Wales and the resumption of local 

trade. Despite the upheavals the strong exports of wool greatly benefited our area. 

It has been said that it was at this time that society changed from its age old division into three groups: 

‘men of prayer’, ‘men of war’ and ‘men of toil’ to admit a fourth group ‘men of trade’, or the new merchant 

class. But hard times lay ahead as Edward I (1272-1307) and the Crusades brought the country near to 

bankruptcy. It was ironic that the king was the one who took control of Reading Abbey’s finances, which 

after years of overspending, had run up large debts (not the Priory, though) and it took some years to sort 

them out. 1272 saw an agreement with the vicar of Leominster for the dues and duties concerning Stoke 

Prior. The first recorded institution of a vicar to Humber Church, John de Cava, followed in 1276 when Sir 

Adam de Elmerugge was Lord of the Manor at Risbury (see Appendix 6). 

It was at this time that controversy arose between the monks and the vicar together with the people of 

Leominster concerning the closed doors of the church, and related matters, particularly during services at the 

Priory immediately adjacent. There was an appeal to Rome, but the Bishop died on the way home and in the 

following interregnum Archbishop John Peckham took the opportunity to visit Leominster in 1282 to 

adjudicate. Perhaps as a peace offering to the parishioners the Archbishop ordered the construction of the 

Forbury Chapel for the use of the people, but it took more than 20 years to complete and the dispute rumbled 

on. 

About 1280 Pope Nicholas pronounced official papal protection for Reading Abbey, Leominster Priory 

and its outlying chapels including Stoke, Humber and Ford by name. It is interesting that our humble hamlets 

should be specified by one of the great leaders of the western world from so far away – not to mention the 

fact that Humber had been transferred to Brecon some 130 years before! Pope Innocent had issued a similar 

proclamation in 1207 but had not listed the dependent chapels.  

During the 1290s Pope Nicholas levied a 10% taxation to help fund the crusades. This proved 

insufficient and King Edward I began to annexe church valuables to the royal treasury. In 1294 it was the 

Priory’s turn to be stung and the loss of valuables brought it close to ruin. Meanwhile the King built ten 

castles to subdue the Welsh (imagine the cost) and this perversely brought stability to the area, prosperity to 

Leominster’s thriving wool market and economic benefit to the people of our group parish. The King gave 

the town seal to Leominster which returned its first two members of Parliament in 1295. This representation 

would continue until the Reform Bill of 1867.  

We have two small glimpses into the local life of 1292. In one John de Ford was found guilty of making 

a pier 8 foot by 40 foot in the Lugg next to Ford bridge ‘to the damage of the county’ and was ordered to 

remove it. In the other John de Risbury fell from a straw stack in Eton, broke his neck and died. Damages of 

12 pence were paid to the Abbot (of Reading) – which was the value of the straw.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LATER HISTORY OF  

THE GROUP PARISH FROM 1300 
 

 

 

(a)     THE 1300s 

 

Edward II was tall and good looking but lazy and incompetent; he battled without success to subdue 

Scotland where there was rebellion and Robert Bruce crowned. The Barons began to dominate a weak king 

and civil disorder ensued. In 1322 the king struck back and a reign of terror resulted when 25 nobles were 

executed and many fled overseas. Of more direct relevance to our parish, pestilence broke out in 1313 

followed by two seasons of heavy rain. The result was famine when many died. 

Edward died/disappeared in 1327; a year for which references to some local statistics survive. In the 

Stoke Prior area arable land totalled 393 acres, pasture land 16 acres and meadow land 24½ acres. The 

pastures were open 1st May to 11th November. The harvest was 208 horseloads of grain with 26 going ‘in 

profits’ to the Priory. There was a visitation by the Abbot from Reading and 40 further horseloads were 

delivered for their use. In addition there seems to have been some 20 cows, 2 bulls and 100 sheep at Stoke. 

The income from hay averaged about 2 shillings per acre. The Stoke Prior miller paid 100 eggs per annum 

in rent. In 1324 there was a rebellion of 28 local tenants against their payments to the Abbot of Reading; 

they included John of Humber and James of Ford. We do not know what sparked this off, but it cost them 

dear and they must have been men of substance for the court pronounced a collective fine of £100. 

Edward III reigned for 50 years from 1327 to 1377. He was brave, a good leader and a patron of the arts 

but could not handle his money effectively and went bankrupt not once, but twice. A long and costly war 

with France resulted in endless discussions with Parliament about the taxes to be levied on wool. The tax of 

the ‘Ninth Part’ (i.e the king could have every ninth lamb, every ninth fleece etc. for two years) was granted 

by Parliament in 1341, but it only applied to the more wealthy people. The names of the Leominster citizens 

and the amounts they paid are known (listed in Reeves p.46). In 1331 the King granted a licence to the 

Abbot of  

Reading to annexe some 280 acres from the Leominster area, specifically including Stoke Prior, in order 

to fund two chaplains in Reading ‘for ever’. In 1346 the Priory suffered a serious robbery; in response the 

Bishop of Hereford John Trilleck excommunicated the thieves, ‘whoever they were’! 

The horrific ‘Black Death’ struck in 1348/9, killing about a third of the nation. By April 1349 it had 

reached Ledbury, and a month later Leominster. No details of our area survive, though it seems our parishes 

got off lightly. The general outcome was that there was a lot of untended land, deteriorating buildings and 

few workers. Suddenly the long exploited labourer was in demand and in a position to insist on an increased 

wage. The King’s response was the Statute of Labourers of 1351 which pegged all wages at 1346 (pre Black 

Death) levels. Despite this cruel imposition many villeins (tied labourers) prospered and were able to buy 

their freedom, though many others were refused. Deserted land was often granted to new tenants (or owners) 

until such time as relatives came to claim their inheritance – and this continued for many years. In Stoke in 

1367 one Richard Aylmond was given a yardland (say 20 to 30 acres) ‘... until the heirs come and fine with 

the said keepers and take the said land’. (Hillaby p. 224). 



 

 

The crippling Hundred Years War with France continued into the reign of Richard II (1377-1399); as 

the former king’s grandson, he was only 10 years old when he came to the throne. He grew up to be 

intelligent, artistic, brave but not a warrior to lead the nation. The result was that the leading families built up 

their private armies and the country suffered grievous internal strife. The citizens of our parish were sorely 

hit by the 1380 Poll Tax which required every adult to pay 1 shilling each year irrespective of income. This 

represented about a month’s wages for agricultural workers and was an intolerable burden for the poorest 

classes. Traditionally the tax burden fell on the middle and upper groups of society so the Peasants’ Revolt 

the following year was unsurprising. 

The Oxford University religious reformer and theologian John Wycliffe died in 1384. He is best known 

for being responsible for the first translation of the Bible into English. He was a pioneer thinker, believing 

that the church should confine itself to spiritual matters, not temporal matters like land owning. At a time 

when many Roman Catholic priests were seen to be corrupt, his teaching against such abuse struck a chord 

with the common people. But he went further, rejecting the doctrine of transubstantiation, the sale of 

penances, pilgrimages and the paying of tithes. The locally born theologian John of Leominster opposed the 

teaching of Wycliffe’s followers known as the Lollards. However the Lollards gained a local following 

including William Swinderby who, in 1390, faced Bishop Trefnant alone in Bodenham Church to defend his 

beliefs. Another outspoken follower was Walter Brut who graduated from the same Oxford College where 

Wycliffe taught and who later challenged the Prior’s jurisdiction. He faced a show trial in 1393 but escaped 

by recanting, though within a year he was following his former beliefs. 

 

(b)     THE 1400s  

 

Henry IV’s reign was marked by continuing plots, plague and strife with the Welsh. In 1400 Owen Glyndwr 

proclaimed himself Prince of Wales and remained in power for 13 years. On 22nd June 1402 at the battle of 

Pilleth (or Bryn Glas) near Knighton Glyndwr’s forces won a resounding victory. Many leading 

Herefordshire men were killed and Edmund Mortimer (uncle to the infant Earl of March, claimant to the 

English throne) was captured and ransomed. The King refused to pay the ransom; Mortimer changed sides 

and married one of Glyndwr’s daughters. Meanwhile Glyndwr himself captured Leominster and made it his 

HQ for a period. He raided the Priory’s treasury and took over its lands. In doing this our group parish 

became closely involved as he gave some of the appropriated lands to his leading supporters; this included 

Humber, Risbury and Stoke Prior which was given to Rhys ap Griffith. The early hill forts were also 

occupied, including Risbury. Later when the tide had turned against Glyndwr, under an amnesty, his 

beneficiaries like Rhys ap Griffith were allowed to retain their estates – though what the Prior and other 

landowners thought about this is not recorded. The King banned local farmers from trading with the Welsh; 

this, being unenforceable, was widely ignored. 

When Henry V came to the throne in 1413 he (sensibly) made peace with the Welsh, the problems 

ceased and prosperity was restored to the area. He was a born leader, educated, athletic and a linguist. The 

following year the King confirmed Leominster’s royal Charter. Following the successful battle of Agincourt 

(1415) he took over much of France, entering Paris in 1418. Like all wars, this was very costly and the same 

year the Priory made a generous grant of cash to the King, which action generated a special vote of thanks in 

Parliament. 

After Henry’s untimely death in 1422 his 10-month-old son became Henry VI. He grew up to be pious, 

peaceful but easily influenced and a hopeless king. Fortunately his uncle was a good Regent. Though exports 

of cloth production began to take over from wool in importance, the Leominster area entered a time of 

prosperity, enabling the west tower and fine window to be added to the Priory church. In 1440 the King 

renewed Leominster’s royal Charter. 

Following this period the country entered a period of great instability as the houses of York and 

Lancaster jockeyed for position and inaugurated the Wars of the Roses. During this civil war large numbers 



 

 

of soldiers and the gentry were killed or wounded, but comparatively few of the working classes. Local 

towns and villages endeavoured to keep out of it by not taking sides and Leominster was no exception. 

However the fighting did come close by.  

The Yorkists challenged Henry VI and were led by Richard, Duke of York. Richard was killed at the 

battle of Wakefield on 30th December 1460. His eldest son, 18-year-old Edward, however, won a 

resounding victory at the local battle of Mortimer’s Cross on 2nd February 1461, which was a turning point 

in the struggle for the succession. Four months later he was crowned King Edward IV in Westminster 

Abbey. He was handsome, popular and successful; he was especially good at finance, imposing few taxes, 

so allowing the country to prosper during a period of peace. 

Moving on to Henry VII (1485-1509), he was patient, hard working and a good organiser. Like Edward 

he was good at finance and again trade flourished. In the year of his coronation he visited Leominster, 

staying at the Priory, meeting with a peaceful reception there – despite his dodgy claim to the throne which 

was to dog much of his reign. He clearly liked this area as he stayed again the following year. 

 

(c)     THE 1500s 

 

In 1476 a ‘Marches Council’ was set up to oversee our area on behalf of the king; this was strengthened by 

Henry VII and again by his son Henry VIII (1509-1547) soon after he came to the throne. As is well known, 

the new Henry was both academic and athletic, but he disliked the day to day job of governing. For his first 

20 years he was fortunate to have the brilliant organising skills of Thomas Wolsey to do it for him. During 

this period more and more power and wealth became concentrated on the king and his court. The people of 

our parish, indeed of all parishes, were hit with a ‘double whammy’: high inflation, with prices doubling in 

20 years or so, and the introduction of a sophisticated tax regime. 

It happens that large numbers of detailed documents concerning tax collection during Henry VIII’s 

reign survive. Herefordshire is most fortunate that all our known county taxes have been painstakingly 

transcribed by M.A. Faraday and published by the Woolhope Club in 2005. Copies are available on loan 

from the library service. An analysis of entries relating to our Group Parish are as follows: 

    

    No. of lists of names         No. of names on each list      No. of people being taxed 

     Humber . . . . 9   E.g. (1525) 6       (1544) 16 

     Ford . . . . . . 9          7         3 

     Marston . . . 14          3         2 

     Risbury . . . .12  (see Humber) 

     Stoke Prior . .13       16       34 

     Wickton . . . . 9          1         3 

Humber and Risbury are treated together, usually with Priddleton. Ford is linked with Puddleston, or 

sometimes with Newton and Wharton, Marston with Grendon, and Wickton with Bredenbury. From the 

examples given (e.g. for 1544 Stoke Prior had 34 individuals liable for tax) it is clear where the wealth of the 

parish lay!  

The following is a sample of the entry for Humber for 1525: 

 

   Thomas Pyvynche (with amount charged) 

   John Luter   ” 

   William Miles   ” 

   John Hudde   ” 

   Henry Casewald  ” 

   Cristofer Woller   ” 

 



 

 

A curious incident is listed for 1522. That year the only documented visit of an Abbot of Reading to 

Leominster took place. The seven clergy of the area, including John ap Jenkin, chaplain of Stoke Prior, 

welcomed him to the parish church ‘with full Episcopal honours’. When the Bishop heard of this he was 

affronted because he was the Bishop and he demanded they all do penance. What they had to do (or pay) is 

not recorded. 

To cope with inflation local landowners began to ‘enclose’ their fields to increase farming efficiency 

and this was to continue for 300 years. As the traditional strip farming gradually diminished, so the poorest 

farm workers became increasingly impoverished. 

By 1530 Luther’s ideas were coming in from the continent. Parliament became anticlerical, noting the 

corruption amongst some clergy, resenting the influence of Rome and envious of church wealth with its 

tithes and local courts. The King was proclaimed head of the church in England and the clergy ordered to 

submit to him. In 1533 Henry VIII annexed moneys due to the Pope and he married Anne Boleyn. All the 

ingredients were in place for the ‘Reformation’ to strike these islands and precipitate the greatest upheaval to 

overwhelm this country, and by implication our parish, since 1066. 

The monasteries owned nearly a quarter of all the land and became a prime target for the displeasure. 

Thomas Cromwell was despatched to survey the nation’s monasteries and came to Leominster on 20th July 

1535. Reading was valued at £448 and the Priory £212. Coincidentally Leominster’s sub-prior, John 

Reading, was involved in a scandal concerning theft and was then made Prior(!). Also that year a document 

lists Stoke Prior as one of the 12 ‘chapels’ of Leominster parish church. In 1536, 376 smaller religious 

houses (said to be lax or worse in their responsibilities) were closed, their assets going into the royal treasury 

‘to make all future taxation unnecessary’ – so Parliament was told. But it was easy money and three years 

later the remaining 424 or so greater monasteries were closed. Three abbots refused to hand over their 

monasteries and were martyred; one of these was Reading’s John Cook who died on 14th November 1539. In 

contrast our local Prior, John Reading, tried to ingratiate himself with Cromwell, but to no avail and the axe 

fell (literally) on Leominster Priory also in November 1539. Scaffolding was put up and a large section of 

the buildings was dismantled, no doubt leaving the stone to be ‘recycled’ locally. 

The people of our area, however, were not pleased for they lost more than a building. The school, the 

hospital, the almshouse for the poor, and the stability of an ancient society all disappeared. The local court 

was transferred to the Lords of the Marches in Ludlow where the people were not known and justice did not 

always seem to be done. In addition the new landlords proved harsher in exacting their rents and without the 

compassion of the monks when a family fell on hard times. Other changes came about. In 1536 Wales was 

formally absorbed into England and two years later the registration of births, marriages and deaths was 

required, so for the first time local archives were started. The earliest surviving register of marriages for 

Humber goes back to 1585, for Stoke Prior to 1678 and for Ford to 1742. 

Three monks are known to have received pensions, but what happened to the others or how our local 

chapels fared in the aftermath of the Dissolution is not known. On the other hand local people would not 

have seen great changes in church services until after Henry’s death in 1547. The Priory site and some local 

pastures were leased to George Cornwall in 1540. Three of the ancient herneys (divisions) of Leominster 

remained in royal hands, including Stoke Prior, the rest being sold or leased. Part of the Manor went to the 

Bishop of Gloucester in 1542.  

The lives of the residents of our parishes were highly influenced by the church in their area as they were 

the centre of most local communal activities. The clergy were yeomen (freeholders) now able to marry and 

have families, and collect the tithes due to them. They were increasingly well educated, with books in the 

vicarage. The parish ran under the guidance of the churchwardens who had increasing authority to settle 

disputes, and to look after the poor and the roads. The changes in the church services under the influence of 

the Reformation came in under the young Edward VI (1547-1553). Both he and his Protector, Edward 

Seymour Duke of Somerset, were strongly Protestant. As well as the clergy being able to marry, images were 

removed from the churches and the walls whitewashed; the laity attended Holy Communion not Mass and 



 

 

were permitted to receive the wine. The new prayer books of 1549 and then 1552 were introduced and these 

became the basis of the 1662 Book of Common Prayer still sometimes used today. 

The first ‘protestant’ vicar appointed to Humber by the King was Richard Cornewall on 5th September 

1548; up to this point presentations to Humber Parish had been made by the Prior of Brecon. It is interesting 

that the tax lists for Stoke Prior in 1545 list Georgius Cornewalle, gentleman, so the new incumbent may 

have come from a very local family. 

The harvests of 1555 and 1556 were particularly bad and caused much suffering locally. With the 

images and colour removed from the churches and simplified services in English, life for many local people 

must have felt rather drab. In 1553 Edward VI had a new Charter drawn up for Leominster together with 

plans for a grammar school, but he died before they could be implemented. This loss was soon made up as 

the area supported Queen Mary in her accession to the throne the same year. In 1553 Mary confirmed the 

royal Charter for Leominster. Humphrey Street was appointed Bailiff with wide powers, two more fairs were 

granted together with a grammar school and land in trust to keep it funded. We do not know who, if anyone, 

attended the school from our parish in those early days. 

This royal Charter is the oldest one for Leominster still in existence. It was important because the loss 

of the Priory left great uncertainty for local residents concerning their privileges and responsibilities. Its 

detailed clauses helped to sort these out, indeed set the framework for life which continued until the Reform 

Act of 1835. The inflation in prices of her father’s reign continued during Mary’s time on the throne; the war 

with France was unpopular and going badly, and Calais was finally lost in 1558. Times were hard for local 

people but they were spared involvement in the religious persecution and burnings of so called ‘heretics’ in 

other parts of the country. 

The accession of Queen Elizabeth I (1558-1603) brought more changes for church people, this time 

towards a more modest Protestantism. Many Roman Catholics ‘drifted’ into the Anglican church, but 

staunch followers continued to suffer, particularly in the later part of Elizabeth’s reign when Catholic 

countries on the Continent threatened to invade England. The economic stability brought prosperity once 

again to the area together with a building boom, with several fine houses being built locally. The Queen 

renewed Leominster’s Royal Charter in 1562. Two years later she granted John Scory, Bishop of Hereford 

the tithes from those parts of Leominster Manor still in Crown control – this would include the contributions 

made by the people of our parish – an arrangement which continued until the time of James I. 

The first person to survey and produce county maps for the whole country was Christopher Saxton. His 

achievement is amazing; he took only four years (1573-1577) to complete the whole enterprise. His 

Herefordshire map of 1577 provides the earliest detailed picture of the county, including, of course, our 

Parish; it is surprisingly accurate and was constantly copied in subsequent years. John Speed came second in 

1610. Using Saxton he added the ancient Anglo-Saxon administrative boundaries known as ‘hundreds’, also 

a town plan of Hereford. Almost all of our area lies in the Wolphy (‘Wolsey’) Hundred. Subsequent maps 

are as follows: 

 

  1646 Johannes Jansson 

  1708 Robert Morden (used Speed but added roads) 

  1754 Isaac Taylor (from Ross, first 1”:1 mile) 

  1787 John Cary 

  1817  Henry Price (became first Ordinance Survey map of 1831) 

 

In 1581 our area was accused of being lax towards recusants – i.e. those who refused to attend Church 

of England services. By the time of the Armada in 1588 we were ordered to imprison them. The 1590s 

brought big changes to the social structure of society when the top nobility shrank to about 60 families 

nationwide with a consequently large expansion in the numbers of the gentry. Land ownership, not 

birthright, was now the key to upward mobility, together with travel, education and investments. Most 



 

 

villages now had a ‘squire’ but the majority of our own parish population continued to be struggling 

subsistence farmers. Struggling is the right word, for 1592-6 brought some of the wettest summers on record 

resulting in bad harvests, famine, plague and inflation, coupled with the constant threat of invasion. Numbers 

of returning soldiers brought unemployment at a time when being poor was equated with being idle. 

 

(d)     THE 1600s 

 

The Gunpowder Plot failed in 1605 cementing, not surprisingly, an anti Roman Catholic atmosphere. In the 

same year James I renewed the Leominster Charter, the Manor still being in royal hands. Shortly after, he 

handed over the Manor to his Queen (Anne, Princess of Denmark) together with ‘four of its dependent 

manors’. In 1611 the remarkable and influential ‘Authorised Version’ of the Bible (the ‘King James’ 

translation) was published. In time this would come to have a profound influence on the life of the nation, 

including, of course, the people of our Parish. The following year Robert Cecil, Lord Salisbury, died. His 

statesmanship had steadied the country during a potentially turbulent period. 

No good successor was found; extravagance and corruption at Court increased. Step forward handsome 

but impecunious George Villiers, son of a middle class Leicestershire family. He caught the King’s eye and 

rapidly advanced in Court circles so that by 1623 he had been created Duke of Buckingham. The King came 

to depend on him, which turned out to be an unwise move. George Villiers is important for our story because 

in 1620 James I granted him the majority of the Manor of Leominster, including Stoke Prior, for an annual 

rent of £309 to be paid to the Queen. 

Whereas Robert Cecil had ensured Britain made peace with Spain, with consequent prosperity for the 

country, James now embarked on a disastrous war with Spain – in fact the start of the Thirty Years War. The 

timing was unfortunate. Exports to the Continent slumped and the weather was awful, so the harvests failed 

and famine became widespread; local people would not have been exempt. To pay for the war the King was 

forced to raise money from the people and even the crown jewels were pawned. Herefordshire asked to be 

spared because of the hardship, but reluctantly paid up in the end. 

James died and Charles I was crowned in 1628. The breakdown of relationships with Parliament 

continued and Charles virtually ruled the land for ten years. Peace brought stability and prosperity once 

again. In the year of his coronation Charles renewed the Leominster Charter. The area of our Parish and the 

surrounding county was strongly behind the monarchy, despite the troubles about to be recorded, and 

influenced attitudes during the bumpy ride ahead through the Civil War and Commonwealth periods. 

In 1630 George Villiers sold part of Leominster Manor to a Mr. Phillips, son of Fabian Phillips, our 

M.P. from 1572 to 1585. In the same year the Humber Parish Register records a small local drama in a note 

by the Rector, the Rev. Richard Howes (Michael Bilson and William Perkins being the churchwardens): 

 

Baptised 1st August 1630, William son of Mary Noven and William Grimme, the supposed father, born in 

bastardy. 

 

About this time records show that stone was freely being carried away from the demolished part of the 

Priory for re-use locally; the results can still be seen in some Leominster walls. As one building was 

disappearing another was being born. In 1633/4 John Abel built a replacement for the old Market House at 

the top of Broad Street. Known as Crosse House (where five roads met) it was to have ‘lavish ornamentation 

... the equal of any market hall of its size in the Kingdom ...’. It symbolised the prosperity of the leading 

citizens at the time and was moved to its present position at the Grange in 1854. 

Mentioning prosperity leads us to the urgent need for money by King Charles. Being unable to use 

Parliament, he revived an ancient right to raise funds from the people to build a fleet in times of national 

danger. This was one of the prime causes of the ‘troubles’ referred to above. It was a tax levied across the 

nation’s parishes known as Ship Money. 



 

 

Cheaper imports of fine wool depressed the market which particularly hit our area causing poverty and 

hardship. Then came the heaviest period of taxation since that under Henry VIII. In 1635 Leominster coped 

with its levy of £50 which was modest compared with £4,000 for Hereford. In 1637 came a further demand 

at a time when plague came to the area, and the tax was hard to collect even though the poorest were exempt. 

Two more demands for Ship Money followed and by 1640 there was a general refusal to pay. 

Although there was little outward change locally, in other parts of England the signs of the coming 

Civil War were all too evident. The structure of society was less rigid. Commerce had brought wealth to new 

families and many fine manor houses were built. The gentry increased in numbers and now included clergy 

and lawyers. The gap with the poor increased with many of the landless poor drifting to the ‘towns’ (which 

were, in effect, large villages) and others emigrating to foreign parts. It is not known how many may have 

left our Parish at that time. 

Elsewhere the Scots marched south and forced the Treaty of Berwick (1640) after the defeat of the 

King’s forces. The Civil War was under way. Herefordshire was one of the most conservative areas in the 

land; the new middle class had grown little here and the great families continued to hold sway. In the same 

year, as the ‘Short Parliament’ gave way to the ‘Long Parliament’, a local petition and declaration for the 

Royalist cause was signed by 68 gentry and 3,600 freeholders. The chief noble of the area, John Viscount 

Scudamore, was supported by Henry Coningsby of Hampton Court and Croft Castle. At this time, apart from 

the M.P. Sir Robert Harley, the Puritan influence was not great locally. 

Battles between Royalists and Parliamentarians were fought in other areas. But in 1643, no doubt to the 

consternation of the people of our Parish, Leominster was taken by Sir William Waller for Parliament who 

promptly set about trying to collect dues. However in three weeks the King’s party were back, but local folk 

had had enough and from then on refused to pay dues to either side. 

The Commonwealth period of 1649-1659 under Cromwell was a trial for the whole country. With 

property and the nobility under threat, no ‘church’ and no sovereign, society was unstable and fear 

widespread. Harvests were spoiled by heavy rain, commerce slumped and demands for social reform became 

increasingly insistent. 

In 1650 Leominster Manor was given by Parliament to Col. Henry Marten, one of the signatories to the 

death of Charles I; despite this the area retained its generally Royalist sympathies. 

Cromwell died in 1658 and the nation floundered. Two years later Charles II was crowned under the 

‘Restoration Settlement’. That same year most, but not all, of Leominster Manor was returned to George 

Villiers, 2nd Duke of Buckingham. 1662 saw the publication of the Book of Common Prayer, so influential in 

rural parishes until recent years. Unfortunately a return to a level of religious intolerance, under the Act of 

Uniformity, accompanied its publication, resulting in some 900 ministers leaving the Church. About this 

time Leominster began to gain a somewhat uncharacteristic reputation for Puritan sympathies, returning two 

Whig M.Ps. until the end of the century. 

Also that same year, 1662, the break up of Leominster Manor continued when the Duke of Buckingham 

sold certain sections of the Manor to different purchasers. Charles II granted Leominster a new Charter in 

1666 with extended privileges, but charged the Town the not inconsiderable sum of £125 in return.  

At this time living standards were improving, whilst society became more literate and complex. 

Agricultural methods were being improved to bring food to the growing towns. England had become a centre 

for the import-export trade, creating a revolution in commerce and growing an increasingly wealthy 

merchant class. To some extent, at least, the people of our Parish will have been caught up in these changes. 

A remarkable character of the period was Major John Wildman (1621-1693) whose strongly anti-

monarchist views fitted well with the period of Commonwealth. His left wing radicalism (e.g. abolish the 

House of Lords, give the vote to all adult males, the right to religious freedom etc) was not only ahead of his 

time, but also involved him as a founder member of the Levellers movement. 

For a time he fought under Cromwell, but his gift was for making money and he soon built up a 

property portfolio covering 20 counties. However, he was also an inveterate plotter on the political scene, 



 

 

including against Cromwell and later against Charles II, which landed him in prison on a number of 

occasions. Each time, though, he managed to secure his release. His link with our area was as follows. The 

2nd Duke of Buckingham, who had been brought up by Charles II, had his estates returned to him about 1660 

after the Restoration. He, also, was a political schemer and described as ‘a loveable rogue’. He subsequently 

fell into debt to John Wildman to the sensational sum of £16,000. In 1675 the Duke sold Wildman the 

remaining areas of Leominster Manor to pay part of the debt. 

The name Coningsby features widely in our region. The local house and estate of Hampton Court was 

built in 1427 and was sold to the Coningsby family in 1510. There they lived until selling it to John, son of 

Richard Arkwright the famous inventor and industrialist, in 1826. The first Sir Thomas Coningsby (1559-

1625) was a soldier who later became MP for Leominster in 1597 and 1601 and Sheriff of the county in 

1598. His grandson was the second Sir Thomas (d.1625) who also became an MP. He is best known 

locally as founder of the ‘Hospital’ in Widemarsh Street, Hereford, now open as a museum.  

The great grandson of the second Sir Thomas was the third Thomas Coningsby (1655-1729), who 

becomes directly linked with our Parish. He opposed the coronation of James II in 1695 and supported the 

‘Revolution’ three years later and the arrival of William and Mary. 

In June 1690 Thomas was with William at the Battle of the Boyne in Ireland. The king was slightly 

wounded. Thomas was at hand to give him some assistance and subsequently received a knighthood for his 

trouble. From then he held various high offices in Ireland and became Lord Coningsby of Glanbrasil. At 

home he also became an MP, representing Leominster in no fewer than 14 parliaments. In 1719 he was 

created an Earl under George I. 

John Wildman was also in Parliament with Thomas which is probably how the two met. Lord 

Coningsby then purchased the Manor of Leominster from Wildman in 1692 for £3,060. Thus it came about 

that the major landowner of our parish became vested in the Hampton Court Estate for more than two 

centuries.  

Lord Coningsby was inclined to be arrogant and short tempered. When he came to examine the details 

of the Manor he had acquired he came to believe he had been cheated out of many of the Rights and 

Privileges he thought should be his. At Hampton Court he set up his ‘Evidence Room’ and set about 

collecting a huge number of documents and manuscripts connected with the Manor, some going back 

centuries. Armed with this library of evidence he embarked on some years of litigation against Leominster 

and the Crown, without success as it turned out, and he became somewhat embittered in his later years. The 

importance for us is that most of his collection survived until recent years. Perhaps half of the documents 

were unfortunately lost due to carelessness and enemy action in the Second World War, but the remainder 

survived and are now in the National Archives at Kew awaiting research and publication. Many documents 

refer to our Group Parish and the main ones are listed in Appendix 8. 

 

(e)     THE 1700s 

 

Under William III the Civil Service was developed, the Bank of England was formed in 1694 and ‘The 

City’ (of London) was born – all developments which would come to affect the lives of local residents. The 

century started with a catastrophe when much of the Priory Church was damaged by fire in 1699. It took six 

years and £16,500 to rebuild and the Forbury was used in the meantime. 

Under Queen Anne (1702-1714) many people prospered and there was a steady growth of property 

ownership. However, for the poorer people of the parishes things were very different. The more wealthy 

land owners could afford to invest in new agricultural machinery, which meant more efficient production 

by fewer labourers. Selective breeding meant more profitable livestock and common land was progressively 

enclosed. Owners of small farms lacked capital and often could not compete so they had to sell up – shades 

of more recent times. The number of unemployed people grew; they were regarded as ‘lazy’ and had laws 

passed against them, becoming even more unpopular as a ‘burden’ on the local parish. 



 

 

The Rev. H. Morgan, Curate of Stoke Prior, noted in the Parish Register: 

 

  29 November 1717. Buried: James Leddart, a Poor Traveller 

 

Perhaps some of these factors contributed to a change of religious direction in the area. Following the 

Commonwealth period there were local groups of Quakers (Fox himself visited in 1667), Baptists and 

Presbyterians. The great evangelist George Whitfield visited in 1741, and John Wesley in 1747. Thus 

communities of Wesleyan Methodists were established, leading in due course to the three Methodist 

Chapels of our Parish (see Chapter 7). In 1750 the Moravian Group was started and so the area became less 

‘establishment Anglican’ and more ‘Little Amsterdam’ in Lord Coningsby’s famous phrase. The surviving 

Registers of Ford Chapel (Church) go back to this period, but the parish was tiny so the entries are, 

unsurprisingly, sparse. 

The 18th and 19th centuries provide information about the residents of our Parish in increasing detail. 

The Church Registers are fairly complete telling us of the key events of the families living in the Group 

Parish at that time. This is supplemented in the 1800s in the census returns every ten years. Two other 

records of particular interest to a local historian are the Land Tax Assessments 1780-1830 and the Tithe Map 

details. 

 

 

 

(f)  THE1800s AND AFTER 

 

Much local land still formed part of Leominster Manor in 1800, then in the hands of the Scudamore family. 

This passed to the Duchess of Norfolk who died intestate in 1816 ‘… widowed, childless and a lunatic …’ as 

the Chancery papers describe her. A local solicitor was charged with listing the assets in the area and his 

report of 1829 shows 18 farms in the Parish with their tenants and acreages. At this time the beneficiaries of 

the Duchess’s estate were at long last able to receive their inheritances. 

The Tithe Maps provide a detailed snapshot of the Group Parish in 1843 (see Appendix 7). All 900 field 

names in Stoke Prior (which included about half Risbury) are listed, together with their owners and tenants 

and what the fields were growing. The spread of ownership is already notable with 92 freeholders listed. Of 

the 109 houses and cottages specified, 30 were owner occupied. The main landowners were: 

 

 John James  414 acres Great House, Wall End 

 Richard Arkwright 311 acres Warren, U. Wickton 

 Richard Wolard  226 acres The Bury 

 John Lambert  194 acres Upper House 

 Diane Jay    71 acres The Heath 

 John Carpenter      64 acres Wheelbarrow 

 

In the same way all 518 field names in Humber Parish (which included the rest of Risbury) are listed 

and showing 56 properties with 39 different owners, 13 of which were in owner occupation. By far the 

dominant land owner in Humber was Daniel Higford Burr, who inherited this part of the Countess of 

Norfolk’s estate, and who held over 60% of the Parish (328 fields). Daniel Burr later donated the land for 

Risbury school (see p.69). A rare memoir of the family is held by Hereford Reference Library (see 

Appendix 9). The Arkwright family bought Hampton Court in 1826, but their ownership of much of the 

Parish clearly came at some point after 1843. The Tithe map for the central part of our Parish is shown on 

page 6 by kind permission of Geoff Gwatkin. Coloured maps for any parish in the County are available for 

purchase from him (details in Appendix 2). 



 

 

An auction poster survives for 28th November 1843 listing ten lots in Stoke Prior for sale (using the 

field names) and giving the ‘occupiers’ but not who issued the instructions.  Details of the sale during the 

19th century of a number of Parish properties are held in the Record Office, including the Stone Estate (Ford) 

with the nearby Broadstone Estate on 9th February 1857 and Heath Farm (71 acres) on 15th October 1884. 

The Stoke Prior ‘Treasure’ made headlines in December 1891. Vincent Godfrey and William 

Strangwood were digging out a ferret and came across several pieces of church silver in good condition and 

dating from 1594 to 1639. They were declared ‘treasure trove’ and landed up in the Victoria & Albert 

Museum; in recent times a group from the Parish visited the Museum and examined the silver items. The 

original finders were rewarded with £25 each. It later transpired that the silver was at one time in the 

ownership of the Fox family of Ludlow. 

A number of documents of great interest to our Parish survive in the Hampton Court Estate Papers. 

Two of these are a detailed and coloured Estates map of 1859 and a list of more than 40 local farms held 

by the Arkwrights in 1878. The list shows the tenants, the acreage and the annual rent for each property. 

Moving on to the 20th century, a rich source of information on local families can be found in the 

Electoral Lists of the Parish; a complete set is held by the County Record Office As far as the properties in 

our area are concerned the great sell off by the Hampton Court Estate came in 1911, and from that time 

stems the current ownership of most of the farms in the Parish. 

 

(g)  CONCLUSION 

 

The history of our Parish has probably not received much attention in the past. Chapters 13 and 14 are a first 

step towards filling the gap. At present we have only snippets here and there for the earlier centuries, but a 

wealth of documents in the National Archives await examination (Appendix 8), then the story can be filled 

out in more detail. 

For recent centuries the information is more readily accessible and the main sources which will enable 

the story to be written in greater breadth are mentioned in the text and listed in Appendix 7. It is our hope 

that this account will stimulate others to step in to amend and expand the story of our Parish. 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 1 

 

 

 

THE VILLAGE HALLS 

 

 

 

There are two village halls, one in Stoke Prior and one in Risbury. Each is run by its own Committee which 

is responsible for its maintenance and bookings. 

Each Hall is to a large extent funded by a Club, with an annual subscription, to which every resident in 

the group parish is invited to subscribe. Each club has a draw three or four times a year with first, second and 

third prizes. 

Regular activities include the following: 



 

 

 

Parish Council Meetings 

Women’s Institute 

Art Club 

Morris Dancing Group 

‘Flicks in the Sticks’ Film Evenings 

Lunches, Church and Others 

Suppers, Church and Others 

Seasonal Meetings, e.g. Christmas Music 

    New Year Party 

Gardening Club 

Village Socials 

Dances and Discos 

Quizzes 

Community Week Functions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 2 

 

 

 

SOME USEFUL WEBSITES 

 

 

 

The list is by no means exhaustive and is not in any special order. There is a wealth of information available 

online. 

 

www.smr.herefordshire.gov.uk -    Historic Herefordshire online 

www.herefordshire.gov.uk  -    News etc., incl. swimming pool details 

www.thisisherefordshire.co.uk -    News, sport, tourism, education etc. 

www.leominster.co.uk  -    Town guide, business, community and leisure with a list     

  of sporting clubs, churches and others 

www.24hourmuseum.org.uk -    Archaeology, weapons of war, medicine and social     

        history: check opening times 

http://www.smr.herefordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.herefordshire.gov.uk/
http://www.thisisherefordshire.co.uk/
http://www.leominster.co.uk/
http://www.24hourmuseum.org.uk/


 

 

www.upmystreet.com  -    Enter ‘Risbury’ etc. for property prices, schools and     

  related information 

www.dotukdirectory.co.uk  -    Enter ‘Leominster’ for local information, photos and    

   similar 

www.docklowpools.com  -    A must for the angler 

www.fisheries.co.uk  -    Ditto but covers a wider area 

www.ludlow.org.uk  -    Fairly local information 

www.genuki.org.uk  -    Lots of historical data 

www.yha.org.uk   -    For those young enough; but suits all ages as it lists     

        local attractions and events, prices and phone            

 numbers 

www.paintball-nation.co.uk -    This facility is only a couple of miles away 

www.nhs.uk   -    Lists doctors and dentists locally 

www.bransbyhorses.co.uk  -    The rest home for horses now in Stoke Prior 

www.tenburycom.co.uk/ 

 support/disability  -    Sporting opportunities for disabled people and general     

  sporting contacts 

www.tourisnetuk.com  -    Clay shooting and similar 

www.ludlowfestival  -    Programme details, end June/early July  

www.aph.org.uk   -    Herefordshire, the Wye Valley, the Black and White trail 

www.leominstertabletennis.org.uk   -    Meeting place and times  

 

Note: For copies of the 1843 Tithe Maps in colour, contact Geoff Gwatkin at: 

geoff.gwatkin@tsicali.co.uk    
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Appendix 4 

 

 

MILLERS OF RISBURY MILL 

 

 

 

1841      William Froysell (35yrs; b. Lower Hyde) 

1851      Thomas Froysell (28yrs + Mary + 2 children + John Hill, Miller + 4 Servants) 

1861      Robert Davies (21yrs, Journeyman Miller b. Peterchurch + Maryah + baby) 

1863      Henry Caswell Lambert (23yrs; William’s son) 

  Note: William Lambert at Risbury Court 1851-1876 

1867      Henry Lambert 

1871      William Crumpton (41yrs, b. Puddleston, Master Miller + Lucy + 6 children) 

  Note: Working for Henry & William Lambert + 6 servants 

1876      William & Henry Crumpton at Risbury Court and the Mill 

1881      William Crumpton (as above) 

1890      Fred Rooke Caldicott (41yrs + Ruth 38yrs + baby) 

  Note: Working for H.C. Lambert 

1891      James Caldwell  (b. Leominster) 

  Note: H.C. Lambert still at Risbury Court 

1895      Richard Bemand (41yrs + Ann 39yrs + 4 children + Aunt + servant) 

  Note: ‘Miller, Farmer & Hop Grower’ 

1900      William Compton (72yrs, b. Doclow, widower + daughters Alice & Lucy    born 

in Humber, + 1 servant) 



 

 

1909      Miss Alice Compton (38yrs) 

1913-26     Burgoyne Brothers 

1929-41     Albert Burgoyne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 5 

 

 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF RISBURY CAMP 

 

 

 

Risbury Camp is a multivallate (i.e. more than one rampart and ditch) Iron Age hillfort situated in a low-

lying, marshy position on the summit of a flat-topped hillock, bordered by Holly Brook to the north and 

Humber Brook to the west. 

The elaborate and well preserved defences, which appear to have been constructed in several phases 

during the Iron Age, cover an area of 7 hectares, enclosing a comparatively small settlement area of some 3.6 

hectares. 

The substantial nature of the Camp’s defences may be explained as an attempt to compensate for its 

relatively weak, low-lying position which is somewhat unusual in comparison to the majority of hillforts in 

the Marches. They normally occupy naturally defensible positions on hilltops or promontories. On the east 

side of the hillfort, where the ground is relatively flat and devoid of natural defences, the ramparts are very 

elaborate, originally consisting of four or five banks and ditches spread out over an area of about 90m. 

On the west side, where the ground is much steeper and the Humber Brook affords a natural line of 

defence, the banks and ditches only cover an area of 73m. A now disused millrace to Risbury Mill, running 

along the west side of the Camp, may well preserve the line of an outer ditch. 

A brief excavation carried out by members of the Woolhope Club in 1884 revealed that the inner 

rampart on the west side of the Camp contained a drystone wall faced externally. 

The main, and possibly the original entrance to the Camp was located in the middle of the west side 

with a scarped berm (a raised bank) forming a long defended approach, together with a smaller entrance cut 

through the outer rampart on the east side of the hillfort, as shown on the OS map of 1889. 

Unlike nearby Iron Age hillforts at Croft Ambrey and Ivington, which have been the subject of 

extensive archaeological investigation, Risbury Camp remains one of the largest hillforts in Herefordshire 



 

 

not to have been fully excavated. To date nothing is known about the nature or layout of the settlement 

within the Camp itself. 

In 1932 a small number of pottery finds of Roman date were made in a gravel pit dug within the Camp. 

This suggests that occupation may have continued well into the 1st or 2nd centuries AD. There is no 

indication of a sudden, dramatic exodus as a result of a Roman attack, as appears to have been the case at 

Croft Ambrey and Midsummer Hill Camp. 

It is unclear when the settlement within Risbury Camp was finally abandoned, but it is likely to have 

occurred at some point during the Roman period. It is reasonable to assume that the inhabitants of the Camp 

moved to the nearby Roman civil settlement at Blackwardine, about 1 km to the north. 

What happened to Risbury Camp during the centuries following its abandonment remains something of 

a mystery. The Camp gave its name to the Anglo-Saxon settlement of Risbury, meaning ‘fortress among the 

brushwood’, which is first mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086 but clearly had a history stretching 

well back before the Norman Conquest. 

There is a tradition that Owain Glyndwr and his Welsh rebel forces briefly occupied Risbury Camp in 

1402, following Glyndwr’s victory at the battle of Pilleth, after which the Welsh rebels marched to 

Leominster and proceeded to sack the town. However, while this tradition is certainly attractive, it is not 

supported by any credible evidence. 

A recent study of hillforts in the Severn Vale and Herefordshire Basin has raised some interesting 

questions about the siting of Risbury Camp. The low-lying location of Risbury means that the interior of the 

camp is clearly visible from the surrounding hills, which possibly may have been the deliberate intention of 

the builders of the Camp, in order to create a sense of awe among the inhabitants of the surrounding area.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 6 

 

 

LIST OF CLERGY WHO HAVE SERVED THE GROUP PARISH 

 

(1) HUMBER PARISH INCUMBENTS 

 

(List probably incomplete) 

 

c.1148  Bp of Hereford, Gilbert Foliot, consecrated a cemetery for WALTER    del 

MANS and his wife AGNES at ‘their Chapel in HUMBER’ 

 

  ‘G.’ chaplain of Humber and Ailbricth his vicar 

 

c.1154  WALTER and AGNES gave the “church” in Humber to 

   Brecon Priory 

 



 

 

1217  ADAM ‘dean and vicar’ of Humber 

 

Instituted       Incumbent     Presented By 

22 Feb 1276 John (Johannes) de CAVA   Thomas Costentyn 

8 July 1302 Richard de MANUS 

  (‘has proved his title to the advowson of Humber …  

       disputed by Adam le Sayeby’) 

2 Aug 1308         Adam CARBONEL (‘has commission to act’) 

   (1349  Black Death) 

4 May 1352 Hugh de WANTHAM         Prior & Convent of BRECON 

(1 May 1356 ‘Humber clergy in arrears with tithes  

       due to the King; paid via Bishop’) 

  John WALWYN 

7 Mar 1359 Philip ap GRIFFITH         “                “ 

18 June 1390 Robert de WOLVESDALE        “                “ 

   (1394  Lollard trouble) 

28 May 1395 John YRSCHE (from Dorston)         “                “ 

5 Aug 1416 Michael INGE         “                “ 

  John STONEWEY (Stanewe)       “                “ 

18 July 1418 Richard CARPENTER          “                “ 

13 July 1419 Philip INSTYSE (Justise)    “                “ 

(1419  ‘Certificate of exemption from paying the King’s tithe’) 

24 Jan 1424 John FRENSCH (Frensh)                “                “ 

27 Feb 1429 John BROMHALL          “                “ 

28 Sep 1431 Richard WALLEY (Walles)                “                “ 

(28 July 1432 ‘2d in £ collected for expenses of commissioners 

        sent to Council of Basle’) 

8 Apr 1433 Thomas SAYS          “                “ 

(1435; 1445; 1453; 1461; 1513  ‘Exemption from paying the King’s tithe’) 

  Sir HENRY . .  

   (1461  Battle of Mortimers Cross)    

7 Aug 1465 William SHILLING          “                “ 

25 Apr 1481 John TANNERE                 “                “ 

  Thomas ap RICHARD (Licence to agree pension with Beke) 

23 June 1516 William BEKE (Bere) 

    

   (1536  Dissolution of Leominster Priory) 

 

12 Nov 1537 Thomas CASWALD (Caswall)       John Caswald of Stoke           (by the gift of the 

advowson of the Prior & Convent of St John the Evangelist, BRECON) 

 

5 Sep 1548 Richard CORNEWALL   The King, Edward VI 

17 Feb 1567 John BADDAM   The Queen, Elizabeth I 

  

(1585: Earliest entry into the surviving Humber Parish Registers) 

 

c.1610-1627 Richard VAUGHAN 

c.1630  Richard HOWES 



 

 

c.1640  Jolon ANGELL 

  

(1642 - 1659  Civil War and Commonwealth) 

 

c.1647  William WATSON 

c.1652  Richard ROBERTS 

10 Apr 1663 John WOOD    The King, Charles II 

5 Jan 1665 Oliver HUGHES  MA   The King, Charles II 

17 Jan 1672 Richard WOTTON    The King, Charles II 

28 May 1696 William EDWARDS  BA  The King, William III 

9 Jun 1701 James JOHNSON  MA   The King, William III 

17 Sep 1703 Timothy MILLECHAMP  The Queen, Anne 

         (1704/7 Curate: John SYMONDS) 

         (1708/9 Curate: Hugh MORGAN) 

4 Oct 1710 John BRAITHWAIT   The Queen, Anne 

2 Jun 1712 John CHAMBERLAIN   The Queen, Anne 

3 Mar 1756 James HODGSON   The King, George II 

         (1756  Curate: Thomas JONES) 

7 Nov 1777 James HODGSON MA   The King, George III 

        (1777/8 Curate: Thomas KINSEY) 

        (1783/5 Curate: John PHELPS) 

        (1785/87  Curate: James COLT) 

18 May 1788 George EVANS  MA   The Bishop, John Butler 

 

(During 1795 other clergy ministered: Rev John LODGE and Rev Thomas KINSEY) 

 

        (1815/17 Curate: Thomas VAUGHAN    c.f. Stoke Prior Incumbents) 

16 Jan 1819 Francis COLEMAN   The King, George III 

2 Mar 1830 William HORNE   The King, George IV  

23 Dec 1844 Allan COWBURN  MA    The Queen, Victoria 

15 Apr 1854 Octavius Pitt GOODRICH  BA   The Queen, Victoria 

5 Jan 1869 Phillip Jn Scudamore STANHOPE MA John H. Arkwright 

31 Jly 1882 Harry Vivian BACON  MA  John H. Arkwright 

 

(27 July 1884 New Tower with spire dedicated by Bp of Hereford in memory 

  of the late Philip P. Stanhope) 

 

14 Jly 1887 Charles Robert Arthur GRANT  MA John H. Arkwright 

22 Dec 1897 Robert Lorimer ROME  MA  John H. Arkwright 

1922-1936 Basil Guy WAY  BA     

1936-1946     Stephen David JACKSON  MA 

1946-1954 Sidney EVANS 

1954-1957 Harold C. SELL 

1957-1962 (Interregnum under Rural Dean) 

1962-1966 H.S. HANCOCK (priest in charge, Stoke) 

1966-1968 W.E. DAVIES (priest in charge, Stoke) 

1968-1974 Roger WILLIAMS (priest in charge, Stoke) 

1974-1981 (Frank Turney during Interregnum) 



 

 

 

(From 1981 the churches of Humber, Ford, Stoke Prior, Pudleston-cum-Whyle, Hatfield and Docklow were 

put together to form an ecclesiastical group, with the clergy below in overall charge) 

 

1981-1987 Kevan McCORMACK 

1987-1995 John LEWIS 

1995-  Celia REES, NSM Stoke Prior Group 

2002-  Jeff MIDDLEMISS (Kimbolton Group, inc. Stoke Prior Grp) 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) STOKE PRIOR PARISH INCUMBENTS 

 

  As a daughter church of Leominster Parish until 1850s, the 

  records of early Ministers are not always clear or available. 

 

1522  ‘Chaplain’: John ap Jenkin 

 

1692  Churchwardens: Roger Griffiths & Thomas Eckley 

 

1698-1699 Vicar: M. Stephens 

1700  Curate: William Edwards 

1704-1706  John Symonds 

1711-1716  John Chamberlain 

1717   H. Morgan 

1719-1721  John Chamberlain 

1722-1723 ‘Minister’: Edward Oldnall 

1724-1734 Vicar of Leominster: Henry Vaughan 

1735-1739 Curate of S.P.: J. Hodgson 

1740 -1776 ‘Officiating Minister’: James Hodgson 

1777-1786             Thomas Kinsey 

1788  7 June Induction: Thomas Vaughan 

 

1799-1804 Curate: John Williams 

1806-1812 ‘Minister of S.P.’: Thomas Vaughan 

1813-1837 ‘Perpetual Curate’: Thomas Vaughan 

1839-1846 Curate: Fred J. Foxton* 

 

1848-1853 ‘Perpetual Curate’: Benjamin Wright* (with Docklow) 

1853-1882 5 Sept Induction: Vicar: Henry Cooper* 

  Curate: William H. Meteal 

1883-1907 28 Aug: Rector: Alfred T. Peppercorn* (with Docklow) 

1908  S.J. Boughton 

1908-1928 Rector: John Davies (with Docklow) 

1929-1936 Rector: Frank R.J. Easton 

1934  W.G. Moeran, M.C. 



 

 

1937-1946 Rector: S.D. Jackson (with Humber; in Humber Rectory) 

  Curate: R.C. Hancock 

1946-1954 Rector: Sidney Evans 

  Curate: C.P. Goslin 

1954-1956 H.C. Sell (with Docklow and Humber) 

1957-1958 H.G. Thomas 

1976-1979 Brian Petty 

              

   *Presented by the Vicar of Leominster 

(3) FORD PARISH INCUMBENTS 

 

  Ford was a ‘Chapelry’ of Leominster Priory in the early days. 

  At present we have no knowledge of those who served there     till 

1755.  The existing Parish Registers go back to 1742, but,     having a tiny 

population, there are comparatively few records of     Births (Baptisms), Deaths 

and Marriages. 

 

1755-1770 ‘Officiating Minister’: James Hodgson (of Stoke Prior) 

1770  Curate: William Bridge 

1788  Curate: James Bubee 

1806-1833 ‘Perpetual Curate’: John Taylor 

1852  Henry Arkwright (probably visiting) 

1852-1856 ‘Perpetual Curate’: J.K. Harrison 

1857-1888 J. Price Jones   

1886  Curate: Percy W. Rose 

1888  Curate: T.P. Worrall    (then a variety of visiting names) 

1893-1895 Vicar: A.H. Lamb 

1897-1907 Curate-in-charge Alfred Peppercorn (Rector of Stoke Prior) 

1908  S.J. Boughton (of Stoke Prior) 

1909-1912 Vicar: W.J. Wolferdon 

1913-1920 Vicar: F.W. Carlton 

1922  Vicar:  H.S. Vinning (?) 

1923-1935 Vicar of Hope: Percival L. Snowden 

1939  Vicar: Leigh Sampson 

1940-1942 Vicar: William Wallace 

1942-1948 Vicar of Hope: J.A. Hughes 

1950-1953+ Rector of Humber and Stoke Prior: Sydney Evans   

   

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 7 

 

 

COPIES OF DOCUMENTS  

IN THE PARISH ARCHIVES 

 

 

1. Census Returns: 1841-1901 (Complete) 

   Humber is transcribed into type 

 

2. Land Tax Returns: 1790-1830 (Complete) 

 

3. Old Herefordshire Directories (Extracts): 1850-1950 (Complete) 

 

4. Electoral Lists: 1835; 1919-1901 (Part) 

 

5. Population and Household Changes: 1800-2001 (Complete)    

 

6. Tithe Map Field Surveys: 1843 

 

7. Lists of all Field Names and Owners: 1843 (Complete) 

 

8. Old Documents: Bishop’s ‘Enquiry’  (1719) 

    ‘Hill Top’ Map & Fields list  (1772) 

    ‘Wickton Court’ Map & Field List   (c.1786) 

    Duchess of Norfolk ‘Chancery Rent’ Lists  (1829) 

    ‘The Bury’ Sale Notice  (1841) 

    ‘Hampton Court Estate’ Sale Particulars  (1911) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 8 

 

 

RELEVANT DOCUMENTS AMONG  

THE SCUDAMORE PAPERS 

 

 

At the National Archives, Kew there is a large set of documents which contain  items of considerable interest 

for the history of our Group Parish. They are Chancery papers with the following title: Master Harvey’s 

Exhibits: Duchess of Norfolk’s Deeds 1085-1842 under the reference C115. It is likely that no one has yet 

examined these documents from the viewpoint of their relevance to our local history. The following tables 

give an indication of the documents waiting to be explored. 

 

 

1. GRANTS 

 

REFERENCE 

 

DATE 

 

DETAILS 

 

58/4017 

 

c.1293 

 

Messuage in Humbre. From: Nicholas de Arundel 

                              To:  John de Humbre & Maund (wife) 

59/4090 

 

c.1293 

 

Grant for life of all land in Humbre held of Walter de Humbre & Peter de Bodenham. Given by William de 

Humbre to his d’ter Amfelisia. 

 

59/4127 

 

c.1336 

 



 

 

From William de Wylde de Purtleton to William de Smith de Purtleton (Puddleston): ½ acre in Humbre. 

 

59/4097 

 

 

 

 
59/4133 

 

 

 

Bredwardyn… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. HUMBER 

 

REFERENCE 

 

DATE 

 

DETAILS 

 

7/203;205-229 

 

c.1731 

 

Series of Humber Deeds and Leases 1623-1746 

 

20/749 - 790 

 

1586 to 1661 

 

Court Rolls; Homage List; Survey of Humber Manor 

 

23/944 - 947 

 

1692 to 1701 

 



 

 

Deeds + Terrier re Tithes of Humber pre Scudamore 

 

23/948 - 950 

 

1701 to 1703 

 

Deeds and Tithes 

 

36/2130 

 

1640 to 1653 

 

Court Rolls of Humber and Risbury 

 

36/3856-3861 

 

1556 to 1599 

 

Deeds on lands in Humber & Risbury pre Scudamore 

 

36/3862-3909 

 

1581 to 1620 

 

Deeds and Surveys      “       “          “        “ 

 

58/3957-3970 

 

1327 to 1576 

 

Deeds and Writings concerning Humber and other places 

 

58/3995-4036 

 

1240 to 1393 

 

Ancient Deeds of Humber & Prittleton 

 

96/6938-6947 

 

 
Early Court Rolls of Humber 

 

 

 

See also:    Documents in Boxes 59, 61, 62, 65, 67, 95 and 97 



 

 

 

 

3. RISBURY 

 

12/501 

 

c.1668 

 

Wm & Mary Dutton : purchase Manor £1,000 

 

20/779-790 

 

1579-1683 

 

Court Rolls : Manor Houses Humber & Risbury 

 

25/1117-1118 

 

1628 

 

Court of Wards : Crown rent for Risbury Manor 

 

36/2044-2048 

 

c.1608 

 

Risbury Court Rolls 

 

57/3856-3861 

 

1556-1599 

 

Deeds of lands before Scudamore: H & R 

 

57/3862-3909 

 

1581-1620 

 

Deeds & surveys in Risbury 

 

61/4989-4997 

 

1578-1588 

 

Deeds & writings re land, pre Scudamore : H & R 

 



 

 

61/4998-5005 

 

1597-1624 

 

Deeds & law papers re land : H & R 

 

62/5436-5438 

 

1612-1614 

 

Leases etc in Risbury 

 

65/5682-5685 

 

1652-1654 

 

Deeds & land papers : H & R 

 

70/6337-6379 

 

1725-1738 

 

Accounts for repairs in Risbury & Deans Place 

 

96.6945 

 

1627 

 

Court Rolls, Risbury & Humber 

 

97/6985-7066 

 

1600-1690 

 

Surveys of property, rents, valuations 
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DUNCUMB, J.  (1805) Collections, First Volume 

FARADAY, M.A. (ed) (2005) Herefordshire Taxes in the Reign of Henry VIII     

  (Woolhope Club) 
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  (Logaston Press) 
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  (Longmans, Logaston Press reprint) 
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THORN, F. & C. (1983) The Domesday Book: Herefordshire (Phillimore) 
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